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Social Studies Education: Initial Licensure 

In order to be recommended for your Minnesota 5-12 Social Studies teaching license, you must successfully complete 
the following licensure requirements. 

Required Coursework 
You must complete the following licensure coursework with an overall cumulative GPA of 2.8 or higher and with 
individual course grades of a C- or better. 

Content Prerequisite Courses 
You must complete the content prerequisite course requirement from one of the following 13 focus areas.  Consult your 
program adviser and select the focus area that best matches your academic credentials/preparation from your 
undergraduate studies.   

 
●​ Asian American Studies 
●​ African American and African Studies 
●​ Native American Studies 
●​ American Studies 
●​ Anthropology 
●​ Chicana/o and Latina/o Studies 
●​ Economics 
●​ Gender, Women, and Sexuality Studies 
●​ Human Geography 
●​ History 
●​ Political Science 
●​ Psychology 
●​ Sociology 
●​ Urban Studies 
●​ Youth Studies 

Common Content Courses 

CI 5102: Culture, Schools, & Communities: Human Relations I (3 cr)  
CI 5103: Culture, Schools, & Communities: Human Relations II (1 cr) 
CI 5163: Child and Adolescent Development for Teaching and Learning I (1 cr) 
CI 5164: Child and Adolescent Development for Teaching and Learning II (2 cr) 
CI 5307: Technology for Teaching and Learning (2 cr) 
CI 5452: Reading in the Content Areas (2 cr) 
CI 5617: Academic Language and English Learners I (1 cr) 
CI 5618: Academic Language and English Learners II (1 cr) 
EPSY 5016: Special Education Foundations: Advancing Equity and Inclusive Practices (2 cr) 
 

Licensure Content Specific Courses 

CI 5741: Introduction to Social Studies Education (3 cr) 
CI 5742: Advanced Methods of Teaching Social Studies (3 cr) 
CI 5743: The Social Sciences and the Social Studies (3 cr) 
CI 5744: Seminar: Reflecting on Professional Development in Social Studies Education (3 cr) 
CI 5745: Engaging Youth with Social Studies Texts (3 cr) 
CI 5924: Pre-Student Teaching Experience (3 cr) 
CI 5925: Student Teaching Clinical Experience (9 cr) 
 

 
See reverse for clinical and field experiences, testing, assessment information, and license application information.  
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yH0ShtDRVG5QVvUh06S1bg5hZzKQf1q2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/125skJzOFiJN9by91phmL_JH7mkNlsYzI/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MMCpX0G_DGecATLZZ24od5Bz_gk0d-nF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1X-XSjQx3f2V-VcOCjghZ_k8YtOi4E5Z5/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15eHMUWMZ07MTmIslvRdCAsfoPjzLPncB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ta9ZoJykIsXAu6t7mGbgbG1A-BCDZkrZ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1BSudSjL9EXw3ZXK1DHFwrEkSoMi524Wb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KIJ7YRWZ5NNpPvSj5rHNo4DwH0QKHEtg/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nA65e6JYnQN6tFICEbvDlAtktMGz3Q3F/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1637kuqNP67fimSdYmSMk5wvqnG5EsrEG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pMkgMDzFlYw3P3U7r_jIzhzyjGuBCapp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1QfWS6oLrzOI2c1_9C0-iEYv3xGe343yb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RqHLEr5neQPM8nq5coJhtS9ocFqxjElb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1T_6-QnqQ9_z88JuA4ugTC0EOSV9-9POX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13gGcnj7dG-B1_xCpQ8Rugnfb0os2d59k/view?usp=sharing
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Clinical and Field Experiences 
Field experience for UMN Twin Cities teacher candidates is an intentionally planned part of each licensure program.  In 
order to be recommended for licensure, candidates in the social studies education program must compete 140 hours of 
course-based field work prior to student teaching.  This program culminates with 12 weeks of full-time student teaching. 
 
Minnesota State Assessments 
edTPA (Education Teacher Performance Assessment) 
You must successfully complete and submit your edTPA portfolio, as stipulated by PELSB, before being recommended for 
your MN teaching license. edTPA is introduced in your program method courses, and you will complete it in conjunction 
with your student teaching. Follow the instructional documents available at our edTPA resource website.    
 
Submitting Your Minnesota License Application  
Once the above requirements are confirmed complete (via APAS, edTPA submission), you must submit your complete 
Minnesota teaching application to the Office of Teacher Education (OTE). You must follow the teacher licensure 
application process instructions. The OTE licensing team reviews your license application, and once verified that all of the 
requirements are complete, we email signed application documents to you. You then send your application packet to the 
Professional Educator Licensing and Standards Board (PELSB).  This usually takes about 3-5 business days, two weeks, 
but can take longer during the busy summer season. PELSB typically takes 6-8 weeks to process a license; you can look 
up your license progress online through PELSB's website. 
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http://www.edtpa.com/
https://academics.cehd.umn.edu/edtpa/
https://www.cehd.umn.edu/teach/licensure
https://www.cehd.umn.edu/teach/licensure
https://public.education.mn.gov/LicenseLookup/educator
https://public.education.mn.gov/LicenseLookup/educator
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