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Contact Information 
  
University of Nebraska at Omaha 
School of Criminology and Criminal Justice 
National Counterterrorism Innovation, Technology and Education (NCITE) Center 
 
Email: aliharrison@unomaha.edu  
 
Web: LinkedIn, ORCiD 
 
 
Education 
  
2030 (Expected)     ​ Ph.D. in Criminology and Criminal Justice 
                                ​ University of Nebraska at Omaha – Omaha, NE 
  
2026                        ​ M.A. in Sociology (Concentration: Criminology) 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
Thesis: ‘Enemy Communist Cocksuckers’: Conceptualizing Patriotic Masculinity 
in Threats to Election Officials 
Committee: Dr. Kayla Allison (Chair), Dr. Steven Windisch, Dr. Maria N. 
Scaptura 

        ​         ​         ​  
2024            ​         ​ B.A. in Criminology and Sociology (Minors: Communication, Legal Studies) 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
 
 
Research Interests 
  
Terrorism​ ​ ​ ​ Extremism​ ​ ​ ​ Violence​  

Masculinities​ ​ ​ ​ Gender 

 
  
Publications 
  
Data Snapshots 

  
Harrison, A. J., & Windisch, S. (2025). When rhetoric turns hostile: The spectrum of extremist 

messaging toward election officials. Terrorism Research Center. 
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https://terrorismresearch.uark.edu/data-snapshot-when-rhetoric-turns-hostile-the-spectrum-of-extr
emist-messaging-toward-election-officials/ 

  
Harrison, A. J., & Windisch, S. (2024). Cybersecurity vulnerabilities and online privacy concerns for 

local election officials. Terrorism Research Center. 
https://terrorismresearch.uark.edu/data-snapshot-cybersecurity-vulnerabilities-and-online-privacy
-concerns-for-local-election-officials/  

  
Works Under Review 
 
Windisch, S., & Harrison, A. J. (Under Review). “Make the Boston bombing look like child’s play”: The 

coercive power of past violence in threats against election officials. 
 
 
Presentations 
  
Professional Presentations 
 
Harrison, A. J., Allison, K., Windisch, S., & Scaptura, M. N. “True patriots and real men: 

Conceptualizing patriotic masculinity in violent threats to election officials.” Presented at the 
Southern Sociological Society Conference in Jacksonville, FL (April 9, 2026). 

  
Windisch, S., & Harrison, A. J. “Weaponized words: True threats and the limits of protection.” Presented 

at the American Society of Criminology Conference in Washington, D.C. (November 13, 2025). 
  
Banks, R., Harrison, A. J., & Windisch, S. “When political theater hurts: Patriotic masculinity and the 

performance of death threats.” Presented at the American Society of Criminology Conference. 
Washington, D.C. (November 12, 2025). 

  
Harrison, A. J., Windisch, S., Allison, K., & Scaptura, M. N. “Performing patriotic masculinity: The role 

of violent threats in asserting ideological authority and exclusionary national identities.” 
Presented at the American Society of Criminology Conference. Washington, D.C. (November 12, 
2025). 

  
Invited Speaking Engagements 
  
“The sociology master’s program: Presented by the 2026 cohort.” Presented to undergraduate students in 

General Sociology at the University of Arkansas (February 28, 2025). 
 
 
Grants & Fellowships 
  
March 2026​ ​ ​ Travel Grant Award, Graduate Professional Student Congress, University  

of Arkansas – $750 
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November 2025​​ ​ Presentation Travel Grant, Graduate School and International Education,  

University of Arkansas – $1,000 
 
  
Research Positions 
  
August 2026 –​ ​ ​ Understanding and Preparing for Terrorism Risks at Event Venues 

National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology and Education 
(NCITE) Center – Omaha, NE 
Role: Graduate Research Assistant (Dr. Erin Kearns & Tin Nguyen, 
Principal Investigators) 

 
August 2026 –​ ​ ​ Supporting Trusted Recognition and Interpretation of Data from Events  

(STRIDE) 
National Counterterrorism, Innovation, Technology and Education 
(NCITE) Center – Omaha, NE 
Role: Graduate Research Assistant (Dr. Erin Kearns & Joel Elson, 
Principal Investigators) 
 

August 2024 – May 2026​ Jabs, Offensive Kracks, and Extremist Satire (JOKES) 
Crime and Security Data Analytics Lab (CASDAL), TTerrorism Research 
Center in Fulbright College, University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
Role: Graduate Research Assistant (Dr. Steven Windisch, Principal 
Investigator) 

 
June 2024 – August 2024​ Extremism [Cannot Disclose] 

Center on Extremism, Anti-Defamation League – Remote 
Role: Research Intern (Dr. Steven Windisch, Principal Investigator) 

 
January 2024 –​ May 2024​ Extremist Crime Database (ECDB) 

Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College, University of Arkansas 
– Fayetteville, AR 
Role: Undergraduate Research Assistant (Dr. Jeff Gruenewald, Principal 
Investigator) 

 
January 2022 –​ May 2022​ Human Trafficking Study (HTS) 

Terrorism Research Center in Fulbright College, University of Arkansas 
– Fayetteville, AR 
Role: Undergraduate Research Intern (Dr. Christopher Shields, Principal 
Investigator)  
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Work Experience 
 
January 2023 – May 2024  ​ Secretary, Cord Student Staff Advisory Board 

Cordia Harrington Center for Excellence (CORD) 
University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 

  
Duties: cooperated with 12 other representatives from other programs to 
plan events for student staff members in the CORD; address concerns 
and projects brought to us by building faculty; develop infrastructure, 
such as applications for new members and forms for tabling in the 
CORD 

  
August 2022 – May 2024   ​ Writing Consultant 

Writing Studio, Cordia Harrington Center for Excellence (CORD) 
University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 

  
Duties: collaborated online and in-person with undergraduate and 
graduate students working on various types of writing assignments; 
communicated with students and professors via email regarding 
appointment and assignment details; attended weekly team meetings to 
improve writing and consulting skills 

  
August 2022 – May 2023   ​ Embedded Composition I Tutor 
                                            ​ Writing Studio, Cordia Harrington Center for Excellence (CORD) 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
  

Duties: attended one to two Composition I courses and co-requisite labs 
weekly to assist the professor in providing writing help for students; 
communicated with course professor weekly to discuss tutor expectations 
and problem solve ways to assist struggling or disengaged students 

  
  
Honors & Awards 

 
August 2020 – May 2024​ Thompson Scholarship Fund Recipient 

Thompson Scholarship Fund – Leawood, KS 
 
August 2020 – May 2021​ First Year Advantage Scholarship 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
 
 
Certifications 
  
October 2026​ ​ ​ CITI Program Responsible Conduct of Research 

Harrison | 4 



 
October 2026​ ​ ​ CITI Program Social and Behavioral Course (Human Subjects Research) 
 
 
Volunteering 
  
April 2026 – April 2026​​ Undergraduate Honors Research Symposium Poster Judge 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
  
  
Memberships & Affiliations 
  
Professional Memberships 

  
March 2026 – ​ ​ ​ Southern Sociological Society 

  
November 2025 –​ ​ American Society of Criminology 

  
Campus Organizations 

  
March 2022 – May 2024​ Students Against Human Trafficking 

University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
  

January 2021 – May 2024​ Mental Health Awareness Organization 
University of Arkansas – Fayetteville, AR 
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