
 
 Legislative Referral Citizen Initiated Constitutiona

l Convention 
  Legislative Vote Popular Vote Signatures  1 Popular Vote Notes 

AL  2 3/5 both Houses SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
AK  3 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
AZ  4 SM both Houses SM 15% SM 225,963 in 2018  5 Allowed 
AR SM both Houses  6 SM 10%  7 SM 84,859 in 2018,  5% of registered voters in 15 counties 8 Not Allowed 
CA 2/3 each House  9 SM 8%  10 SM 585,407 in 2018  11 Allowed 
CO 2/3 each House  12 55% 5%*  13 55% 98,492 in 2018,  2% of registered voters in each of 35 senate districts 14 Allowed 
CT 3/4 each House*  15 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
DE 2/3 each House x2*  16 N/A N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
FL*  17 3/5 each House 60% 8%*  18 60% 766,200 in 2018  19 Allowed 
GA  20 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
HI  21 2/3 each House or 1/2 x2 SM+50%*  22 N/A N/A N/A Allowed 

22 Id.; also requires majority to be at least 50% of total votes cast in election or at least 30% of registered voters in the entire state if during a special election. 

21 HI. CONST. art. XVII, §§ 1-3, available at http://lrbhawaii.org/con/conart17.html; referred to popular vote if SM of both houses approve during two separate Legislative Sessions or if at least 2/3 
of each house in one Legislative Session.  

20 GA. CONST. art. X, § 1, available at http://www.senate.ga.gov/Documents/gaconstitution.pdf.  

19 Laws governing the initiative process in Florida, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 10:00 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Florida.  

18 Id.; 8% of people who voted in the most recent presidential election; additional avenues include a Constitutional Revision Commission and a Taxation and Budget Reform Commission which 
meet every 20 years and can propose constitutional amendments 

17 FL. CONST. art. XI, §§1-6, available at http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?submenu=3#A11. 

16 DE. CONST. art. XVI, § 1, available at http://delcode.delaware.gov/constitution/constitution-17.shtml#P1000_159475; only legislature may vote on constitutional amendments and two votes of 
2/3 majority by legislators must be taken before passage. 

15 CT. CONST. art. XII (amended 1974), available at https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/Content/constitutions/CTConstitution.htm; proposed amendments between a simple majority and 75% support in 
each chamber are continued to the next legislative session and are only referred to a general vote if passed again by a majority of each house, while proposed amendments with at least 75% 
support in each chamber are submitted to a general vote in that session. 

14 Laws governing the initiative process in Colorado, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 9, 2017, 9:20 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Colorado.  

13 CO. CONST. art. V, § 1 (LexisNexis through 2016 Legislative Session), available at https://leg.colorado.gov/colorado-constitution; 5% of people who voted in the most recent Secretary of State 
election. 

12 CO. CONST. art. XIX, § 2 (LexisNexis through 2016 Legislative Session), available at https://leg.colorado.gov/colorado-constitution.   

11 Laws governing the initiative process in California, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 9, 2017, 5:37 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_California.  

10 CA. CONST. art. II, § 8, available at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%208.&article=II.  

9 CA. CONST. art. XVIII, § 1, available at http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=CONS&sectionNum=SEC.%201.&article=XVIII.  

8 Laws governing the initiative process in Arkansas, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 9, 2017, 5:28PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Arkansas.  

7 AR. CONST. art. 5, § 1 (amended 1920), available at http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/Summary/ArkansasConstitution1874.pdf. 

6 AR. CONST. art. 19, § 22, available at http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/Summary/ArkansasConstitution1874.pdf.  

5 Laws governing the initiative process in Arizona, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 9, 2017, 5:15 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Arizona.  

4 AZ. CONST. art. 21, §§ 1-2, available at http://www.azleg.gov/constitution/?article=21.  

3 AK. CONST. art. XIII, §§ 1-4, available at https://ltgov.alaska.gov/services/alaskas-constitution/.  

2 AL. CONST. art. XVIII, § 284, available at http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/alison/codeofalabama/constitution/1901/CA-245838.htm.  

1 Of voters that voted in the most recent gubernatorial election 
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ID  23 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
IL  24 3/5 each House SM 8% 60%/50% voters*  25 Can only change structural/procedural subjects in art. IV Allowed 
IN SM each House x2*  26 SM N/A N/A N/A Not Allowed 
IA SM each House x2*  27 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
KS  28 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
KY  29 3/5 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
LA  30 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
ME 2/3 each House  31 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed  32

MD  33 3/5 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
MA SM Joint Session x2*  34 SM 3%*  35 SM 64,750 in 2018,  must be approved by 1/4 legislature x2 first 36 Allowed 
MI  37 2/3 each House SM 10% SM 315,654 in 2018  38 Allowed 
MN SM each House SM all*  39 N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
MS 2/3 each House  40 SM 12% SM + 40%*  41 86,183 in 2018;  can’t change the initiative process 42 Not Allowed 
MO SM each House  43 SM 8%*  44 SM 157,788 in 2016  45 Allowed 
MT  46 2/3 each House SM 10% SM 50,936 in 2018,  signatures from 10% voters in 1/2 of counties 47 Allowed 
NE 3/5 each House SM+35%*  48 10% SM + 35%*  49 121,297 in 2016,  signatures from 5% voters in 2/5 of counties 50 Allowed 
NV SM each House x2  51 SM 10%*  52 SM x2 112,543 in 2018  53 Allowed 
NH  54 3/5 each House 2/3 N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
NJ  55 3/5 each House or SM x2 SM N/A N/A N/A Not Allowed 
NM  56 SM each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
NY SM x2*  57 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
NC  58 3/5 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
ND SM  59 SM 2%*  60 SM 26,906 in 2018  61 Allowed 
OH 3/5 each House  62 SM 10%  63 SM 305,591 in 2018,  signatures from 5% voters in 1/2 of counties 64 Allowed 
OK SM each House*  65 SM 15%  66 SM 123,725 in 2018  67 Allowed 
OR SM each House*  68 SM 8%  69 SM  70 117,578 in 2018  71 Allowed 
PA SM each House x2*  72 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
RI  73 SM each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
SC 2/3 each House, SM*  74 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
SD  75 SM each House SM 10% SM 27,741 in 2018  76 Allowed 
TN SM each House, 2/3*  77 SM+gov N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
TX  78 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Not Allowed 
UT  79 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
VT 2/3 Senate/SM House*  80 SM N/A N/A N/A Not Allowed 
VA SM x2*  81 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
WA  82 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
WV  83 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
WI SM x2*  84 SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 43 MO. CONST. art. XII, § 2 (amended 1920), available at http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/ConstArticles/Art12.html.  

42 Laws governing the initiative process in Mississippi, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 4:15 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Mississippi.  

41 Id.; signatures must be collected in 1 year and no more than 1/5 may come from any one congressional district; can’t change the Bill of Rights, Public Employees’ Retirement System, 
constitutional guarantee of the ability to work regardless of union membership, and the initiative process; must be submitted to legislature before going to general election, where the legislature 
can propose an amendment which goes on the ballot as well; in addition to the simple majority requirement, at least 40% of all voters must vote yes. 

40 MS. CONST. art. XV, § 273, available at http://www.sos.state.ms.us/ed_pubs/constitution/constitution.asp.  

39 MN. CONST. art. IX §§ 1-3, available at https://www.revisor.leg.state.mn.us/constitution/#article_9; a simple majority of all voters must vote “yes” for a constitutional amendment to pass, a blank 
vote is counted as a “no” vote. 

38 Laws governing the initiative process in Michigan, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 4:02 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Michigan.  

37 MI. CONST. art. XII, §§ 1-4, available at http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(xktx0em25owhvh14mi14nksn))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Constitution-XII.pdf.  

36 Laws governing the initiative process in Massachusetts, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 3:25 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Massachusetts.  

35 Ma. Const. art. XLVIII, pt. IV, §§ 1-2, amended by art. LXXXI (1950), available at https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#amendmentArticleXLVIIIInitiative; 
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#amendmentArticleLXXXI; no more than 1/4 of the signatures may come from one county; citizen-initiated amendments must win 25% of the vote 
of the legislature in joint session by two separate General Courts (with a general election between them). 

34 Ma. Const. art. XLVIII, pt. III, § 2, available at https://malegislature.gov/Laws/Constitution#amendmentArticleXLVIIIInitiative; allows legislature to put substitute of initiative measure up to 
a popular vote to compete with initiative after simple majority passage in joint session by two separate General Courts (with a general election between them). 

33 MD. CONST. art. XIV, §§ 1-2, available at http://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/43const/html/14art14.html.  

32 ME. CONST. art. IV, pt. III, § 15, available at http://legislature.maine.gov/const/.  

31 ME. CONST. art. X, § 4, available at http://legislature.maine.gov/const/.  

30 LA. CONST. art. XIII, §§ 1-3 (§ 1 amended 2012), available at http://senate.la.gov/Documents/Constitution/Article13.htm#%C2%A71.%20Amendments.  

29 KY. CONST. §§ 256-258 (§ 256 amended 1979), available at http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legresou/constitu/list2.htm#Revision.   

28 KS. CONST. art. 14, § 1, available at http://www.kssos.org/other/pubs/KS_Constitution.pdf.  

27 IA. CONST. art. X, § 1-3 (§ 3 amended 1964), available at https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/publications/icnst/402724.pdf; a simple majority of each house must pass the amendment by two 
separate General Assemblies (with a general election between them) before it goes to a popular vote. 

26 IN. CONST. art. 16, § 1 (amended 1998), available at https://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/const/; a simple majority of each house must pass the amendment by two separate General Assemblies 
(with a general election between them) before it goes to a popular vote.  

25 Id.; citizen initiated amendments require either a 60% yes vote from those who vote on the amendment or a 50% yes vote from all voters in the entire election.  

24 IL. CONST. art. XIV, §§ 1-4, available at http://www.ilga.gov/commission/lrb/conent.htm. 

23 ID. CONST. art. XX, §§1-4, available at https://www.sos.idaho.gov/elect/stcon/articl20.html.  
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77 TN. CONST. art. XI, § 3, available at http://www.capitol.tn.gov/about/docs/TN-Constitution.pdf; SM from each House to send to next legislative session after a general election; 2/3 of each 

76 Laws governing the initiative process in South Dakota, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 11, 2017, 1:35 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_South_Dakota.  

75 SD. CONST. art. XXIII, §§1-3 (amended 1972), available at http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Constitution/DisplayStatute.aspx?Statute=0N-23&Type=Statute.  

74 SC. CONST. art. XVI, § 1 (amended 1989), available at http://www.scstatehouse.gov/scconstitution/A16.pdf; 2/3 from each House to send to popular vote; SM of voters must approve for 
amendment to return to immediate next legislature; amendment then only becomes ratified after another SM vote from each House in the second legislative session.  

73 RI. CONST. art. XIV, §§ 1-2, available at http://www.rilin.state.ri.us/riconstitution/Pages/C14.aspx.  

72 PA. CONST. art. XI, § 1 (amended 1967), available at http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=00&div=0&chpt=11&sctn=1&subsctn=0#; amendment 
can only go to a popular vote if it passes with a SM in each house in two consecutive legislative sessions (with a general election in between); emergency amendment can be sent to popular vote if 
passes 2/3 supermajority in both houses in one legislative session.  

71 Laws governing the initiative process in Oregon, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 11, 2017, 1:10 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Oregon.  

70 OR. CONST. art. II, § 23 (amended 1998), available at https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx; amendments imposing a higher than SM threshold to pass must be 
passed by that proportion. 

69 OR. CONST. art. IV, § 1 (amended 2000), available at https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx.  

68 OR. CONST. art. XVII, § 1 (amended 1906), § 2 (amended 1960), available at https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/Pages/OrConst.aspx; additional provision to revise constitution, 
requiring 2/3 of each House and SM in popular vote.  

67 Laws governing the initiative process in Oklahoma, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 11, 2017, 1:01 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Oklahoma.  

66 OK. CONST. art. V, § 2 (amended 2010), available at http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OKStatutes/CompleteTitles/oc5.rtf.  

65 OK. CONST. art. XXIV, § 1 (amended 1974), available at http://webserver1.lsb.state.ok.us/OKStatutes/CompleteTitles/oc24.rtf; a special election may be called with a 2/3 vote in favor by both 
Houses.  

64 Laws governing the initiative process in Ohio, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 11, 2017, 12:50 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Ohio.  

63 OH. CONST. art. II, §§ 1a, 1g (amended 2008), available at https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/laws/ohio-constitution/allSections?id=2. 

62 OH. CONST. art. XVI, § 1 (amended 1974), available at https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/laws/ohio-constitution/allSections?id=16.  

61 Laws governing the initiative process in North Dakota, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 11, 2017, 12:41 AM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_North_Dakota.  

60 ND. CONST. art. III, §§ 1-9, available at http://www.legis.nd.gov/constit/a03.pdf; signatures from at least 4% of the entire state’s population from the last federal census. 

59 ND. CONST. art. IV, § 16, available at http://www.legis.nd.gov/constit/a04.pdf.  

58 NC. CONST. art. XIII, §§ 1-4, available at http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/Legislation/constitution/ncconstitution.html.  

57 NY. CONST. art. XIX, § 1 (amended 2001), available at https://www.dos.ny.gov/info/constitution/article_19_amendments.html; before a vote by the legislature, the attorney general must render 
a written opinion regarding the effect of the amendment(s); both houses of the legislature must then vote by a SM to pass the amendment in two separate legislative sessions (separated by a 
general election) before putting it to a popular vote.  

56 NM. CONST. art. XIX, § 1 (amended 1996), available at http://www.sos.state.nm.us/2015nmconst.pdf; amendments to certain subjects require 75% of each house and 75% of the popular vote, of 
which a subset also require a 2/3 supermajority in each county. 

55 NJ. CONST. art. IX, §§ 1-7, available at http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/lawsconstitution/constitution.asp; legislative-proposed amendments can only go to a popular vote if it passes with a SM in 
each house in two consecutive legislative sessions or with a 2/3 supermajority in one legislative session. 

54 NH. CONST. art. 100 (amended 1980), available at https://www.nh.gov/constitution/oaths.html.  

53 Laws governing the initiative process in Nevada, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 11:55 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Nevada.  

52 NV. CONST. art. 19, § 2(4) (amendment proposed, pending vote in 2018), available at https://www.leg.state.nv.us/const/nvconst.html#Art19; signatures from 10% of voters from at least 75% of 
counties and at least 10% overall; vote must pass simple majority in two consecutive election years.  

51 NV. CONST. art. 16, § 1 (amended 1998), § 2, available at https://www.leg.state.nv.us/const/nvconst.html#Art16.  

50 Laws governing the initiative process in Nebraska, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 5:24 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Nebraska.  

49 NE. CONST. art. III, § 2 (amended 2004), § 4 (amended 1920), available at http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/articles.php?article=III-2.   

48 NE. CONST. art. XVI, § 1 (amended 1968), available at http://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/articles.php?article=XVI-1; simple majority must vote “yes” and at least 35% of all voters must also 
vote “yes”.  

47 Laws governing the initiative process in Montana, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 5:01 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Montana.  

46 MT. CONST. art. XIV, §§ 1-9, available at http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/CONSTITUTION_XIV_XIV.htm.  

45 Laws governing the initiative process in Missouri, BALLOTPEDIA (Feb. 10, 2017, 4:31 PM), https://ballotpedia.org/Laws_governing_the_initiative_process_in_Missouri.  

44 MO. CONST. art. III, § 50 (amended 1998), available at http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/ConstArticles/Art03.html; need 8% of voters in the last gubernatorial election in each of 2/3 of the 
congressional districts.  
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WY  85 2/3 each House SM N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
US  86 2/3 each House, 3/4 States N/A N/A N/A N/A Allowed 
 

86 U.S. CONST. art. V, available at https://www.senate.gov/civics/constitution_item/constitution.htm#a5; 2/3 of each House must approve a proposal, which then must be ratified by 3/4 of all the 
states. 

85 WY. CONST. art. 20, § 1, available at http://legisweb.state.wy.us/NXT/gateway.dll/2016%20Wyoming%20Statutes%2F2016%20Constitution%2F1%2F21.  

84 WI. CONST. art. XII, § 1, available at http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/constitution/wi/000237/000002; amendment can only go to a popular vote if it passes with a SM in each house in two 
consecutive legislative sessions (with a general election in between).  

83 WV. CONST. art. XIV, § 1, available at http://www.legis.state.wv.us/wvcode/wv_con.cfm#articleXIV.  

82 WA. CONST. art. XXIII, § 1 (amended 1962), available at http://leg.wa.gov/LawsAndAgencyRules/Pages/constitution.aspx.  

81 VA. CONST. art. XII, § 1, available at http://law.lis.virginia.gov/constitution/article12/section1/; SM by each house, refers to next General Assembly at first meeting after the next House of 
Delegates election and must be passed again by SM of each house before going to a popular vote. 

80 VT. CONST. § 72, available at http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/constitution-of-the-state-of-vermont/; amendments may only be proposed by the Senate every four years; after a 2/3 vote 
from the Senate and a SM in the House, the amendment must be referred to next biennial session and passed again by SM in each house before going to a popular election. 

79 UT. CONST. art. XXIII, §§ 1-3, available at https://le.utah.gov/xcode/ArticleXXIII/UC_AXXIII_1800010118000101.pdf.  

78 TX. CONST. art. 17, § 1 (amended 1999), available at http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/CN/pdf/CN.17.pdf.  
House must approve to send to popular vote; SM of voters must approve and “yes” votes must be a majority of citizens voting for governor.  
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