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April 30th, 2021

Dear Heath Community:

The month of May, which remarkably begins tomorrow, is Asian American & Pacific Islander Heritage
Month.

Just yesterday we welcomed in AAPI families to discuss their experiences here at Heath. We are so
thankful for the courage and candor these parents showed when opening up to us about their experiences
here. Our intent is to use what we learn to improve our professional practices so that all children can feel
safe, seen, and protected here at Heath.

Our Social Studies Curriculum Coordinator, Gabriel McCormick, gathered these resources (click here) and
shared them with staff and principals. He does this quite often: researching topics and issues, gathering
smart resources, and sharing all he finds and knows in an effort to improve our collective understanding
and practice. | usually grab a few things to share out with you all, with his permission. But this time, there
was so much good stuff that | couldn’t decide. Instead, | share the whole kit-and-caboodle with you. | hope
you’ll explore these resources.

AAPI heritage Month is a celebration! | hope that you will find ways in your home to celebrate, learn,
reflect, and connect. Need help? Check out BAAFEN or these books from the Booksmith (Minor Feelings in
on my reading list, for sure). Whatever you do, rejoice with your families and with your neighbors.

MCAS Testing

For nearly twenty years, public school students in Massachusetts have been completing the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS) testing in Mathematics, English Language Arts (ELA), and
Science.

I am writing to share information about this year's MCAS and let you know about the testing schedule for
Heath.

This year, students in grades 3-8 will be taking the computer-based MCAS test in May and June. A detailed
schedule of testing can be found here.

Please note that no extra preparation is needed at home to prepare your child for these assessments.
While individual teachers may choose to do some practice questions with students in order to familiarize
them with computer-based testing and help lessen any test anxiety, our primary focus will always be to
provide academically rich learning experiences throughout the school year at every grade level.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/10jNo8yi1VUZDhaUo6InvxWaStThoh8XcNcpD-7SjjNk/edit?usp=sharing
https://baafn.weebly.com/
https://www.brooklinebooksmith.com/collections/asian-american-pacific-islander-heritage-month
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/oVc0CzpxX5cO277yI4pikf?domain=brookline.k12.ma.us

More information on MCAS can be found here. If you have any questions or concerns, please don't hesitate
to contact me.

Thanks,
Kirtan Patel
Vice Principal

METCO Connections
Our METCO Connections crew is busy preparing for some fun upcoming events, including:

e Wednesday, May 5™: Breakfast in the courtyard, 7:30-7:55am
e Friday, May 7": Yoga workshop (part 1) with 4 Corners Yoga, 2:30-4:00pm
e Friday, May 28™: Yoga workshop (part 2) with 4 Corners Yoga, 2:30-4:00pm

So, if you are a member of this amazing group, please mark your calendars!

Going to Private School?
If so, will you contact Debbie Fay (debbie fay@psbma.org) to request a final transcript? And, while you are
at it, email Jaliz Millet (jaliz_millet@psbma.org) to find out about the withdrawal process.Thanks!

REMINDER: Eating Outside
We go out in aimost all weather! Watch the weather, send a raincoat, consider a small waterproof mat (also
known as a “sit upon” ... shout-out to the Girl Scouts!). Also, don’t forget your water bottle.
* We are also looking for lunch volunteers for the month of May. Want to volunteer? Our parent
volunteers Jeannine_and Candy can help sign you up!

April was also Limb Loss & Limb Difference Appreciation Month
One super kid in our school gets really excited for April’s Limb Difference Appreciation Month, which is in

April. So, on this last day of April | just want to say that being a school that welcomes everyone means
making space for all kinds of minds and all kinds of bodies. We are working everyday to be that place that
is a just right fit for us all.

The Rainbow Club Team kicked off our “Weaving Symbols of Inclusion” art installation along the front
fence of the school. So fun!! Thank you, Lauren Stewart, for coming up with this great idea! And thanks for
all the yarn donations. This way was a way to say you are welcome here at Heath and spread a little love
along the way.


https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/aoa3CAD91osGW88PF8gGYL?domain=doe.mass.edu/
https://metcoinc.org/
mailto:debbie_fay@psbma.org
mailto:jaliz_millet@psbma.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fgV-LFaHp7I
mailto:jeannineschroder@aol.com
http://candygolf@gmail.com
https://www.amputee-coalition.org/events-programs/limb-loss-awareness-month/

Upcoming Events:

e Tuesday, May 4": Brookline Town Elections
Wednesday, May 5" Early Release Day: K-8 Students Dismissed at 12:00pm
Thursday, May 6™: K-6 Early Dismissal at 12:40pm (Parent Teacher Conferences)
Friday, May 7™: Staff Appreciation Breakfast, courtesy of METCO parents, Staff Lounge 7:30am
Friday, May 7™ Heath School Site Council Meeting, 8:30-9:45am
Wednesday, May 12™: Early Release Day: K-8 Students Dismissed at 12:00pm
Friday, May 14™: PTO Community Zoom Session, 8:15-9:00am
Monday, May 17": MCAS: Grades 5 & 8 Science
Tuesday, May 18™: MCAS: Science Makeups
Wednesday, May 19™: Early Release Day: K-8 Students Dismissed at 12:00pm
Thursday, May 20™: MCAS: Science Makeups
Tuesday, May 25": MCAS: Grades 3-5 ELA
Tuesday, May 25": Term 4: Grades 6-8 Interim Progress Reports Published
Wednesday, May 26" Early Release Day: K-8 Students Dismissed at 12:00pm
Thursday, May 27" 2nd Grade Taiko Drumming Workshop, 8:00-11:00am
Thursday, May 27" MCAS: Grades 6-8 ELA
Friday, May 28": Rain Date: 2nd Grade Taiko Drumming Workshop, 8:00-11:00am
Friday, May 28" MCAS: ELA Makeups

METCO Connections Upcoming Events:
e Wednesday, May 5": Breakfast in the courtyard, 7:30-7:55am
e Friday, May 7": Yoga workshop (part 1) with 4 Corners Yoga, 2:30-4:00pm
e Friday, May 28": Yoga workshop (part 2) with 4 Corners Yoga, 2:30-4:00pm

Enjoy the weekend ahead!

Asa

Dr. Asa Sevelius, Ed.D.



Heath School Principal
asa_sevelius@psbma.org
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~ Asa

Dr. Asa Sevelius, Ed.D.
Heath School Principal
asa_sevelius@psbma.org
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