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CHAPTER 1

SCENE: Cafe Hana Kasumi. Gentaro watches those around him

GENTARO
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The person walking over there is a male college student, somewhat quick on his
feet, as if he’s running late for 3rd period.

The woman sitting in that seat works in an office and has been drinking coffee for
two hours. Might she be skipping a meeting?

GENTARO (THINKING)
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(The next genre to look at is a mystery that’s been a long time coming. I didn't
realise that I'd run into trouble when setting up the protagonist.)
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(The protagonist is the key to the story. So what sort of character should I write
this time...)

[ GENTARO'’s phone goes off ]

GENTARO
WREMNSA—)L--
An email from the editor...

GENTARO (THINKING)
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(Hm. Scheduling a meeting... and the proposed date is quite soon.)

(The deadline for the manuscript is still quite far off, but I'd like to have a solid plot
by the time of the meeting.)

(... But it won't just flow out if I try to force things. Let’s try to relax my mind a
little.)

[ GENTARO shuts his eyes ]

GENTARO (THINKING)
(- RAREFERLERLTAELLD)

(...And block out visual stimuli as well.)
..Snzzz

[ GENTARO eventually falls asleep ]
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CHAPTER 2

GENTARO
...Mm.

GENTARO (THINKING)

(- >LBEFELEZITODEYMER->TLES2LSTI 1" +)
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(... I thought that I was just going to meditate upon it for a while, but I must have
fallen asleep...)

(And I had quite the strange dream...)

GENTARO
A DRICIIDPBHNFERT A XFITEILTADELFELLD
...This may be of some use. Let’s try and put this to paper.

[ GENTARO puts on his glasses and starts to jot notes down ]

GENTARO
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ZLTC—/MEIFBEERFELIzDTLE:

It was the end of a meeting for the new novel... I was called for an urgent matter
and visited Ramuda’s office.

I rang the doorbell. When I enter shortly after, there’s a guest with him... yes, it’s
Dice who was also summoned by Ramuda.

Ramuda called the gambler over to play, who in turn begged for money. Despite
how many times I've withessed this scene, something feels off about it.

With a clouded mind, I jumped at the opportunity to head for the backwoods
mountains when I was invited.

We follow the animal tracks and arrive at the peak of the mountain, overlooking the
town of Shibuya. Not a single weed grows in the area. Nothing at all.

First, I was to play the demon, placing an empty can down that Ramuda had
brought. Then I squat down and close my eyes.

I count down - 1, 2, 3... to 10, and open my eyes. Then as I prepare my guard foot
to prevent it from being kicked, a dazzling light suddenly bears down upon us.

I can’t move my body... What in the world is this? I struggle desperately, only being
able to move my eyes, as Ramuda and Dice walk up to me.

When the two lifted their hands to the sky, and the sky and earth were turned
upside down.

Against the laws of gravity, my body was lifted into the air and beamed up into the
source of the light...

I struggle, looking down helplessly at the ground, and realise why I had felt so
discomforted.
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Upon observation, there appears to be antenna stemming from atop Ramuda and
Dice’s heads.

As I guessed, the two were aliens who had disguised themselves as Ramuda and
Dice.

As soon as I realised who they were, the eyes of those two men looking up at me
became distorted!

And then I woke up.

GENTARO (THINKING)

(REERITEEFTR. VIVICELUGEHYELEAL)

(=TI EEDIRT)—ZHEIYELSFERZEDEIFINELDHINLLNEEA)

(It’s too absurd, isn’t it? There’s no such thing as ‘backwoods mountains’ in
Shibuya.)

(...But it might be more fun to add elements of science fiction than to portray just a
mystery.)

GENTARO
,S\i;. .
Hm...

GENTARO (THINKING)
(HARBEENOBABELTHAHELELLD)
(Let’s rethink this from the worldview setting)

GENTARO
FTAHAEFHA. O—E—FTHFRELLET
Excuse me, one coffee please

WAITER
MLIFEYZELT:
Yes, sir.

GENTARO

EQFSBERICHEIONEERLAEIONFLAN - HELADNHDIEVSDITERERICRE
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I've no idea what kind of work this will be but... it's the writer’s delight to have the
pleasure of actually writing.
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