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the time of his or her death. The cost of the funeral and burial, the payment of the debts 
of the deceased, and the payment of whatever portion of Huququ'llah remains due are 
prior charges on the estate which must be met before arriving at the amount of the 
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BROTHERS AND MOTHER WHO HAVE FLAGRANTLY DISOBEYED MASTER'S WILL 
COMMUNICATION WITH HIM AND THEM FORBIDDEN. ASSEMBLY SHOULD EXERCISE 
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WARNED CONTAMINATING INFLUENCE WILL SPREAD AND IMPERIL STRUCTURE FAITH. 
CABLE HIS RESPONSE SHOW UTMOST FIRMNESS.” 
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Translation: World religion of the future? History, teaching and organization in critical 

inquiry. 

“The fifth candle is the unity of nations—a unity which in this century will be securely 
established, causing all the peoples of the world to regard themselves as citizens of one 
common fatherland.” 
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"...Mirza Husayn Ali Nuri had several of the outspoken prominent Babis who 

supported Azal murdered in Baghdad, Adrianople and Akka. See the 

introduction to E.G. Browne's translation of The New History of Mirza 

Ali Muhammad, the Bab (Tarikh-i-Jadid)(Amsterdam: 1975) pp. 

xxiii-xxiv, for some of the names and particulars as well as the 

Persian introduction to Nuqtat'ul-Kaf. In Note W (Mirza Yahya 

Subh-i-Azal) of his critical edition of A Travellers Narrative 

(Cambridge: 1891), 2 volumes, citing Hasht Behesht, Browne says, "All 

prominent supporters of Subh-i-Azal who withstood Mirza Husayn Ali's 

claims were marked out for death, and in Baghdad Mulla Rajab Ali 

"Kahir" and his brother, Hajji Mirza Ahmad, Hajji Mirza Muhammad Reza, 

and several others fell one by one by the knife or bullet of the 

assassin" p.359. "As to the assassination of the three Ezelis, Aka Jan 

Bey, Hajji Seyyed Muhammad of Isfahan, and Mirza Riza-Kulli of 

Tafrish, by some of Beha's followers at Acre, there can, I fear, be 
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but little doubt...the passage in the Kitab-i-Aqdas alluding 

(apparently) to Hajji Seyyed Muhammad's death...proves Beha'u'llah 

regarded this event with some complaisance" p.370. On the murder of 

one Aqa Muhammad Ali of Isfahan in Istanbul (who first bore allegience 

to Husayn Ali and then went back to Azal) by one Mirza Abu'l-Qasim the 

Bakhtiyari, Browne quotes the words of Mirza Husayn Ali Nuri addressed 

to the latter, "O phlebotomist of the Divine Unity! Throb like the 

artery in the body of the Contingent World, and drink of the blood of 

the Block of Heedlessness for that he turned aside from the aspect of 

thy Lord the Merciful!" p.363. Baha'i sources carefully omit all of 

these facts but they have been recorded for posterity by scholars like 

E.G. Browne, William Miller and Vince Salisbury in their European 

language studies, not to mention the original language, source 

documentation which has been provided in Azal's Notes. Baha'i sources 

have even gone through great lengths to twist, hide and obfuscate 

their crimes and attribute them to Azal and the Babis. For example, 

Baha'is make much noise about a poisoning incident in Adrianople 

whereby Azal is supposed to have attempted to poison his own brother. 

Baha'is use the fact that their prophet's hand shook for the rest of 

his life as evidence (I doubt very much if poison had anything to do 

with it. I think the man was simply a nervous wreck. I am unaware of 

any kind of poison in existence in the nineteenth century, which 

without killing its intended victim as meant, would instead cause 

permanent nervous damage! Besides, it does not occur to me that 

amongst either the partisans of Husayn Ali or Azal there was anyone 

who possessed a sophisticated knowledge of chemistry to contrive such 



a potion. The Baha'is, typically, are simply attributing their own 

malefeasance unto others.) When the counter facts, and the accounts of 

direct eyewitnesses, one by one, are examined it turns out that it was 

actually the other way around and that Mirza Husayn Ali Nuri and his 

partisans where the ones attempting to poison and murder Azal (not 

once, but several times, each time their plans backfiring in some 

way). There is a first-hand eyewitness report in existence, currently 

only in manuscript, by a maid who was working on the day in question 

in Azal's household kitchen - an account never published anywhere to 

my knowledge but whose manuscript I have been shown - which shows that 

Husayn Ali had put his own agents up in Azal's kitchen on the day in 

question and that she witnessed them pouring something in vials into 

the food being prepared for Azal. In the aforementioned work, Browne 

states: "Mirza Husayn Ali...caused poison to be placed in one side of 

a dish of food which was to be set before himself and Subh-i-Azal, 

giving instructions that the poisoned side was to be turned towards 

his brother. As it happened, however, the food had been flavoured with 

onions, and Subh-i-Azal, disliking this flavour, refused to partake of 

the dish. Mirza Husayn Ali fancying that his brother suspected his 

design, ate some of the food from the side of the plate; but, the 

poison having diffused itself to some extent through the whole mass, 

he was presently attacked with vomiting and other symptoms of 

poisoning. Thereupon he assembled his own followers and intimates, and 

declared that Subh-i-Azal had attempted to poison him" p.359. Mirza 

Aqa Khan Kirmani (d. 1896), a son-in-law of Azal and a major figure of 

the Iranian secular liberal democratic Constitutional movement in the 



19th C. (who was executed as a co-conspirator along with his 

brother-in-law, Shaykh Ahmad Ruhi, after the assassination of 

Nasiruddin Shah in 1896), quotes part of the woman's account regarding 

the poisoning incident in the historical section which he wrote of the 

'8 Heavens' (Hasht Behesht). It will be translated in full in my 

forthcoming Materials for the Study of the Bayani Religion. Later 

"...[a] plot was arranged against Subh-i-Azal's life, and it was 

arranged that Muhammad Ali the barber should cut his throat while 

shaving him in the bath. On the approach of the barber, however, 

Subh-i-Azal divined his design, refused to allow him to come near, 

and, on leaving the bath, instantly took another lodging in Adrianople 

and separated himself entirely from Mirza Husayn Ali and his 

followers..." p.360. 
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The Political & Spiritual 1848 Revolutions 

 
“To understand the convention in this way, as more than a fact of history but as a symbolic 

national rite of passage, invites Americans to their own conversion, their own redemption in 

terms of race and gender. It points toward the dizzying, ecstatic ritual moment where they might 

all be initiated at the hands of heroic, magical elders, Stanton and Douglass, somewhere off the 

page, behind the veil of traditional American history, in the imagination, at the end of history 

(and psychology as we know it), at the beginning of a new era, and upon a Bahá’í foundation.” 
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“You must be very thankful to Columbus for discovering such a great country for you. It 
is the most strange thing that he discovered it but it became known as America. In reality, 
it must be called Columbus and this would be right and just…What was this piece of land 
(called) America? It was a jungle, it was an empty land. This was due to (the work of) 
nature. What caused it to flourish? The reasons of the people. Thus (nature) is imperfect 
and the reasons of the people make it perfect. Previously it was an (empty) land now it 
has become (full) of prosperous cities. Before Columbus came it was the world of nature 
now it is the world of humans. If the world of nature was perfect it should have been like 
that (from the beginning). Pay attention that first it was dark now it is illuminated, first it 
was ruined now it is prosperous, first it was full of thorns now it is full of flowers. Thus it 
is proved that the world of nature is imperfect and dark. If a child is born and we do not 
nurture him and we abandon him in his natural state what will happen? Without a doubt, 
he will remain ignorant and without cognition and he will be an animal. Look at (the 
inhabitants of) central Africa who are like animals and even inferior. Thus we can see 
how divine nurturing influences the world of humanity. The world of nature is the world 
of the animal.” 
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pean/. Accessed 6 Mar. 2025. 

“O ye beloved of God and maid-servants of the Merciful! 

The republic of wise men believes that the difference in minds and opinions is due to the 
difference of education and the acquisition of ethics. That is, that minds are equal in origin, but 
education and the acquisition of ethics cause minds to differ and comprehensions to be at 
variance; that this difference is not in entity but in education and teaching; that there is no 
individual distinction 577 for any soul. Hence, the members of the human race all possess the 
capacity of attaining to the highest station, and the proof they adduce therefor is this: “The 
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