
Name: 
 
Polonius gives his son Laertes some advice as he sets off for France.  Fill in the chart below and then decide if 
the advice is useful for you as you go off to life after school: 
 

Advice given by Polonius What does it mean? 
Do NOT just “translate” it.   

Good advice for you 
as you leave home 
for after graduation? 

Give thy thoughts no tongue, 
Nor any unproportioned thought his act. 
 

  

Beware of entrance to a quarrel, but 
being in, Bear’t that the opposed may 
beware of thee 
 

  

Give every man thy ear, but few thy 
voice; 
 
 

  

Neither a borrower nor a lender be; For 
loan oft loses both itself and friend, And 
borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry. 
 

  

This above all: to thine ownself be true 
 
 
 

  

 
Bonus - Parent signature to say that they helped you in this: _______________________________________ 


