
 

Document-based  

Question 
 

 

Essential Question: Was the Reformation or the Scientific Revolution a bigger challenge to the Catholic 

Church? 

Documents 

Martin Luther’s Message p. 330, Primary Source: Luther’s Ninety-Five Theses p. 331,                               

Primary Source: Galileo Defends His Work p. 361, The Scientific Method p. 365,                                 

Rationalism and Democracy p. 367 

1.​ Read the essential question above and determine what is being asked. 

 

2.​ Read and review the first document together. Highlight, circle or underline any evidence that 

may help you answer the essential question.  

 

3.​ Write an analysis of the first document which includes: 

a.​  a citation of the source 

b.​ a summary of the source 

c.​ the source of the source (who wrote it? Primary or secondary?) 

d.​ an explanation of how this source relates to the essential question. 

 

4.​ Repeat steps 3 and 4 for the remaining documents. 

 

5.​ Based on the evidence write your group’s answer the essential question in a complete 

paragraph. Cite at least three pieces of evidence from your document analysis in your paragraph. 


