
PASE Meeting
  November 27, 2023  

WELCOME!



PASE Agenda
● Welcome, Introductions

● Approve Minutes from October 2, 2023

● Election of the following positions within PASE:

○ Chair: two-year commitment

○ Vice-Chair: two-year commitment

○ Secretary: two-year commitment

● Kent ISD Special Education Advisory Update from 

October 20, 2023 (formerly the Superintendent's’ 

Advisory Committee)

● Sibshops Presentation (Andréa Vugteveen, Sibshops, 

Facilitator/Coordinator)

● Table Discussion/Connection

● Discussions related to information sharing in the county

● Public Comment and Closing



● Name
● District Represented 
● Age of Child



PASE FOLDERS
● Meeting Dates

○ Agenda/Minutes (add)
● Acronyms
● Glossary of Terms
● Meeting Handouts



PASE Minutes October 2023



PASE ELECTIONS
Chair: two-year commitment

● Preside at all PASE meetings
● Lead the agenda for each meeting.
● Be responsible for keeping the meetings on task and that agenda items are 

addressed during the allotted time. 
● Ensure conversations and presentations are in line with the priorities of PASE 

established earlier in the school year. 

Vice-Chair: two-year commitment

● Act in the absence of the chairperson.
● Perform all duties as assigned by the chairperson.

Secretary: two-year commitment

● Act as the recorder at each PASE meeting.
● Assure that the minutes of each meeting are provided to the special education 

administrative assistant in order to distribute to members afterwards. 
● Perform all duties incident to the office of secretary.



Kent ISD Special Education Advisory 

Meeting Held October 20, 2023 



PASE Priorities

● EP Abbreviations/Glossary of Terms
○ Hinders understanding

● Getting information out to other 
parents/districts in effective manner (*)

○ What is happening around the county 
and how can we get that information 

● Transition from High School, what does that look 
like? (*)

○ Life planning
○ Options

● Sibshops 
● What is reasonable to ask for? 
● Medication resources
● Peer to Peer program-more information about 

these types of programs
● Documentation on sup aides and services page 

of what services “look like”

● Parent Connections
● Awareness to different disabilities
● IEP vs 504 
● Concept of time of services
● Opportunities for students with disabilities 

outside of school
● Accessible playgrounds for students and other 

school environments
● Parent Panel
● How to modify electronic work vs. paperwork 
● Making curriculum functional for students who 

need to learn more related to basic life skills
● Recruit and retain special education staff.  

○ If staff not available who ensures 
interventions 

● How are we reaching out to districts about PASE



Sibshops Introductions

_Andréa Vugteveen: Sibshops Facilitator/Coordinator

_Grace, Sibshops Participant

_Emma, Adult Sib and Sibshops Volunteer

_Hannah, Adult Sib and Sibshops Volunteer

_Mia, Adult Sib and Sibshops Volunteer

_William, Sibshops Participant



Sibshops and The Sibling Support Project
https://youtu.be/_mYxPORJkN4

https://youtu.be/_mYxPORJkN4


Why Sibshops?

Sisters and brothers will likely have the 
longest-lasting relationship with a sibling with 

disabilities. During their lives, they will
experience most of the unique joys, concerns and 

feelings that their parents do, yet few will have 
the chance to talk about their experiences with 

other siblings who “get it”.



The loneliness that comes with special needs parenting 
hits home hard. It's those quiet moments when you're up 

late at night, worrying about the future, or when you're 
sitting 

in a room full of people but still feeling isolated because 
no one truly gets it.

But you know what? You're not alone. There's a whole tribe 
of us out here, navigating the same rough waters, 

celebrating the small wins, and holding each other up 
during the tough times. Let's reach out, share our stories, 
and remind ourselves that we're part of a community that 

understands, empathizes, and supports one another. 
Together, we can find solace in our shared experiences and 

build a network of strength and resilience.



_Sibshops are offered year around in both Grand Rapids 
and Zeeland. 

_Hard copies of flyers with meeting dated available tonight

_Follow us on Facebook 

_Grand Rapids Area Sibshops

_Ottawa County Sibshops

https://www.facebook.com/siblingsgroup
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064056094564&notif_id=1700607554341059&notif_t=page_user_activity&ref=notif


I’m Grateful for Sibshops because…

_I feel safe to talk about my sister without judgment.

_I get to talk about things that I don’t talk about with my 

family.

_Sibshops let’s me and others be open about experiences and 

connect with others about what I feel. Sibshops allows me to 

think deeper about my feelings and what the source of them 

might be. I’m grateful for Sibshops because it allows me to be 

me!



I’m Grateful for Sibshops because…

_They are fun and I make new friends.

_I get to talk about my sib.

_It’s a fun place to hang out with other sibs.

_I get to meet with people I can relate to.

_The people here get me. Also, I don’t have to start from 

scratch.

_We get to hear about others’ experiences and everyone is so 

nice.



Parent Connection

Discuss the following at your tables:

● Has your family utilized Sibshops?  If so, share your experience. 
● How do you best feel we can communicate with parents related to 

resources such as Sibshops?
● Talk about some other resources you have utilized as a parent for your 

child, yourself or siblings and make a list based on what everyone 
shares.



Communication and 
Disbursement of Information and 

Resources around the county.  

● What are we doing?
● What we would like to do.
● What could we do?
● Ideas? 



Q and A
What questions do you have?



Questions:

Kirsten Myers
Assistant Superintendent of Student Services

Kirstenmyers@kentisd.org
616.447.3076

Jennifer Gard
Special Education Parent Liaison, Kent ISD

jennifergard@kentisd.org
616.447.2448

Next Meeting February 5, 2024

mailto:Kirstenmyers@kentisd.org
mailto:jennifergard@kentisd.org

