
 

Your Historical Research Paper: Famous 
Europeans 

EQ: How can someone be their own best friend and their own worst enemy? 
 
​ The process for writing an historical research paper is similar to writing one in English, but the key is to 
be concise, analytical, and well-supported.  Although voice is important in any piece that you write, in a history 
paper it is not as important as a strong thesis with supporting details. For the big research paper, you will be 
writing about the Essential Question: How can someone be their own best friend and their own worst enemy?  
This will require you to write about the person’s life and choices, and then relate them to how they 
demonstrated that they were either their own best friend (their choices were awesomely helpful), their own 
worst enemy (their choices made their lives much more difficult), or both.  The paper will be 4-7 pages long, 
double-spaced, in MLA format, and will count in two competency areas, and for two SELs.   
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