
Resources to Support Families

Elementary School

● Video: Lab Before the Blab: An example of hands-on science learning
● Parent Involvement in Science Learning
● Tips for Busy Parents
● 10 Questions Your Kid’s Science Teacher Wishes You Would Ask
● NSTA: Daily Do for Families : Sensemaking tasks that parents can use to engage

their student in science
● Citizen Science:Searchable database crowdsourcing science projects
● Exploratorium Science Snacks: low-cost, teacher-tested activities
● Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA): Taken in Grade 5, click here

for an overview of the assessment, rubrics for success, and practice tests.

Places to visit:
● National Aquarium, Baltimore, MD
● Smithsonian’s National Zoo, Washington, D.C.
● Rockville Science Center
● MD Science Center
● MD Zoo in Baltimore
● Butler’s Orchard
● Catoctin Wildlife Preserve
● Homestead Farm

Montgomery County Nature Centers and Programs:
● Black Hill Nature Programs- Black Hill Regional Park, Boyds, MD
● Locust Grove Nature Center- Cabin John Regional Park, Bethesda, MD
● Brookside Nature Center, Wheaton Regional Park, Wheaton, MD
● Meadowside Nature Center, Rock Creek Regional Park, Rockville, MD
● Maydale Nature Classroom, Maydale Conservation Park, Colesville, MD

Middle School

● Video: Lab Before the Blab: An example of hands-on science learning
● Parent Involvement in Science Learning

https://youtu.be/VQhj0ki45T0
https://www.nsta.org/nstas-official-positions/parent-involvement-science-learning
https://www.nsta.org/tips-busy-parents
https://www.nsta.org/10-questions-your-kids-science-teacher-wishes-you-would-ask
https://www.nsta.org/resources/daily-do#tab
https://www.citizenscience.gov/#
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks
https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/Assessment/MISA/index.aspx
https://aqua.org/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://www.mdsci.org/
https://www.marylandzoo.org/
https://www.butlersorchard.com/
https://catoctinwildlifepreserve.com/
http://www.homestead-farm.net/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/black-hill-nature-programs/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/cabin-john-regional-park/locust-grove-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/rock-creek-regional-park/meadowside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/maydale-conservation-park/maydale-nature-classroom/
https://youtu.be/VQhj0ki45T0
https://www.nsta.org/nstas-official-positions/parent-involvement-science-learning


● Tips for Busy Parents
● 10 Questions Your Kid’s Science Teacher Wishes You Would Ask
● NSTA: Daily Do for Families : Sensemaking tasks that parents can use to engage

their student in science
● Citizen Science:Searchable database crowdsourcing science projects
● Exploratorium Science Snacks: low-cost, teacher-tested activities
● Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA): Taken in Grade 8, click here

for an overview of the assessment, rubrics for success, and practice tests.

Places to visit:
● National Aquarium, Baltimore, MD
● Smithsonian’s National Zoo, Washington, D.C.
● Rockville Science Center
● MD Science Center
● MD Zoo in Baltimore
● Butler’s Orchard
● Catoctin Wildlife Preserve
● Homestead Farm

Montgomery County Nature Centers and Programs:
● Black Hill Nature Programs- Black Hill Regional Park, Boyds, MD
● Locust Grove Nature Center- Cabin John Regional Park, Bethesda, MD
● Brookside Nature Center, Wheaton Regional Park, Wheaton, MD
● Meadowside Nature Center, Rock Creek Regional Park, Rockville, MD
● Maydale Nature Classroom, Maydale Conservation Park, Colesville, MD

High School

● Video: Lab Before the Blab: An example of hands-on science learning
● Parent Involvement in Science Learning
● Tips for Busy Parents
● 10 Questions Your Kid’s Science Teacher Wishes You Would Ask
● NSTA: Daily Do for Families : Sensemaking tasks that parents can use to engage

their student in science
● Citizen Science:Searchable database crowdsourcing science projects
● Khan Academy: Free lessons for learners and parents to support Science and

Math concepts
● Montgomery College Youth Programs

https://www.nsta.org/tips-busy-parents
https://www.nsta.org/10-questions-your-kids-science-teacher-wishes-you-would-ask
https://www.nsta.org/resources/daily-do#tab
https://www.citizenscience.gov/#
https://www.exploratorium.edu/snacks
https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/Assessment/MISA/index.aspx
https://aqua.org/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://www.mdsci.org/
https://www.marylandzoo.org/
https://www.butlersorchard.com/
https://catoctinwildlifepreserve.com/
http://www.homestead-farm.net/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/black-hill-nature-programs/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/cabin-john-regional-park/locust-grove-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/rock-creek-regional-park/meadowside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/maydale-conservation-park/maydale-nature-classroom/
https://youtu.be/VQhj0ki45T0
https://www.nsta.org/nstas-official-positions/parent-involvement-science-learning
https://www.nsta.org/tips-busy-parents
https://www.nsta.org/10-questions-your-kids-science-teacher-wishes-you-would-ask
https://www.nsta.org/resources/daily-do#tab
https://www.citizenscience.gov/#
https://www.khanacademy.org/
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/workforce-development-continuing-education/youth-programs/index.html


● Maryland Integrated Science Assessment (MISA): Taken after High School
Biology/Life Science, click here for an overview of the assessment, rubrics for
success, and practice tests.

Places to visit:
● National Aquarium, Baltimore, MD
● Smithsonian’s National Zoo, Washington, D.C.
● Rockville Science Center
● MD Zoo in Baltimore
● Catoctin Wildlife Preserve

Montgomery County Nature Centers and Programs:
● Black Hill Nature Programs- Black Hill Regional Park, Boyds, MD
● Locust Grove Nature Center- Cabin John Regional Park, Bethesda, MD
● Brookside Nature Center, Wheaton Regional Park, Wheaton, MD
● Meadowside Nature Center, Rock Creek Regional Park, Rockville, MD
● Maydale Nature Classroom, Maydale Conservation Park, Colesville, MD

https://marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DAAIT/Assessment/MISA/index.aspx
https://aqua.org/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://nationalzoo.si.edu/
https://www.marylandzoo.org/
https://catoctinwildlifepreserve.com/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/black-hill-nature-programs/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/cabin-john-regional-park/locust-grove-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/brookside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/rock-creek-regional-park/meadowside-nature-center/
https://montgomeryparks.org/parks-and-trails/maydale-conservation-park/maydale-nature-classroom/

