
Herrick Middle School ​
Daily Announcements 
2023-2024 School Year 

*Updated Weekly* 
 

Friday, April 26 
●​ The last Guitar Club is next week.  But, instead of 

usual Wednesday we will meet on Tuesday. Again, 
Guitar Club next week meets on Tuesday 

●​ Attention Mrs.Mahay's social studies and French 
students: Please bring your headphones to class 
today. 

●​ Sparty says be courteous of others! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “Education is the passport to the future, for 

tomorrow belongs to those who prepare for it 
today.” – Malcolm X 

 
Thursday, April 25 

●​ The last Guitar Club is next week.  But, instead of 
usual Wednesday we will meet on Tuesday. Again, 
Guitar Club next week meets on Tuesday 

●​ Rooted is a gathering for students to learn about 
Christianity.  The next Rooted meeting will be 
Thursday after school in the Cafe. 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th grade students please bring 
headphones to class today 

●​ Sparty says ask questions if you don’t understand 
something! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “Change is the end result of all true learning.” 
-Leo Buscaglia 

 



Wednesday, April 24 
●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 

are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ The Spartan Support room is closed after school 
today. 

●​ Sparty says put forth your best effort on every 
assignment! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Teachers can change lives with the right mix 
of chalk and challenges.” -Joyce Mercer 

 
Tuesday, April 23 

●​ Ms. Frale's 5th-8th period classes, please bring your 
headphones to class today. 

●​ Sparty says plan ahead how to use your time in the 
hallway! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “Better than a thousand days of diligent study 
is one day with a great teacher.” -Japanese Proverb 

 
Monday, April 22 

●​ Sra. Taylor's Spanish students, bring note cards to 
Spanish class today. Gracias 

●​ Students in Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA classes, 
please bring notecards to class today. 



●​ We want to focus on being productive in SSP as our 
way to earn raffle tickets this week! 

●​ Sparty says ask opinions of other students! We can 
all learn from each other! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “If you have to put someone on a pedestal, put 
teachers. They are society’s heroes.” -Guy Kawasaki 

 
 
Friday, April 19 

●​ Today is drawing day! Make sure to have all of your 
tickets submitted! 

●​ Sparty says throw away your garbage in the 
cafeteria! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ “A teacher’s job is to take a bunch of live wires and 
see that they are well-grounded.” -Darwin Martin 

 
Thursday, April 18 

●​ Periods 1-3 for P.E. will meet in the cafeteria and 
not change. We will be going outside. 

●​ Please join us for PRISM club today after school in 
room 209! Andi from Youth Outlook in Downers Grove 
has a fun activity planned. See you there! 

●​ Attention Track and Field Athletes. If you ordered a 
uniform shirt and did not receive it at the last 
meet, please stop by Ms. Frale's room after 
announcements this morning. 

●​ Be sure to submit your raffle tickets for 
tomorrow’s drawing! 

●​ Sparty says accept others for who they are! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 



●​ QOTD: “The duties of a teacher are neither few nor 
small, but they elevate the mind and give energy to 
the character.” -Dorthea Dix 

 
Wednesday, April 17 

●​ Just a reminder, tomorrow we will be welcoming 
award-winning author Caroline Tung Richmond to 
Herrick. She will be presenting to both 7th & 8th 
graders about her books, inspirations, and writing 
process. After her presentations, she will be 
holding short book signing in the library. If you 
have one of her books at home, please feel free to 
bring it on Thursday and get it signed! Please see Mr. 
Berger if you have any questions.   

●​ Improv Club will be meeting today in room 102. All 
are welcome! 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th grade students should bring their 
headphones to class today 

●​ Sparty says raise your hand to contribute in class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “Even if you are on the right track, you will 

get run over if you just sit there." —Will Rogers 
 
Tuesday, April 16 

●​ Our next student council meeting is Tuesday, April 
16th. At this meeting we will be finalizing our end 
of year competition, making promotional videos, 
writing announcements, and finalizing spirit days. 
We will meet after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Guitar Club meets tomorrow after school in room 
202.  See you there! 

●​ Unplugged meets on Tuesday in the library. See you 
there! 



●​ Mrs. Daca's SS classes, bring headphones to class 
today! 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th grade students need their 
headphones today. 

●​ Teachers, please look at the IAR make-up sheet and 
send down any student who needs to make up a 
Math test at the beginning of 1st period today. 

●​ Sparty says understand and respect the personal 
space of others! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “Adults are always asking children what they 
want to be when they grow up because they're 
looking for ideas." —Paula Poundstone 

 
Monday, April 15 

●​ This week we are focusing on having a writing 
utensil in class! Bring something to write with and 
it can help you earn some raffle tickets! 

●​ Attention Madame Mahay's French students: Please 
bring headphones to class today. Merci! 

●​ Our next student council meeting is Tuesday, April 
16th. At this meeting we will be finalizing our end 
of year competition, making promotional videos, 
writing announcements, and finalizing spirit days. 
We will meet after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Sparty says be sure to charge your chromebook 
every night! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “People who think they know everything are a 
great annoyance to those of us who do.” —Isaac 
Asimov 

 



Friday, April 12 
●​ I am loving the vacation wear everyone is sporting 

today! Thank you to everyone who participated in 
our spirit days throughout the week! Teachers, 
please remember to fill out that participation form 
one more time! 

●​ Sra. Taylor's Spanish students, bring headphones 
and flashcards to class today. 

●​ Sparty says participate in group projects. Everyone 
should contribute to the final product! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “Be wise, because the world needs wisdom. If 
you cannot be wise, pretend to be someone who is 
wise, and then just behave like they would." —Neil 
Gaiman 

 
Thursday, April 11 

●​ It looks like everyone wants coach to put them in 
the game today! What great participation! Tomorrow 
we are looking to get away, so dress as though you 
are going to your favorite vacation spot! Teachers, 
please fill out the participation form for your 
advisory! 

●​ Attention Madame Mahay's French students: Please 
bring headphones and index cards to class today. 
Merci! 

●​ Wondering what to do with your eclipse glasses, 
now that the big event has passed?  Bring them to 
Herrick.  Service Squad will be recycling them by 
sending them to be used for an eclipse this summer 
in South America. Please bring your glasses in by 
Friday! Service Squad will be meeting this Thursday 
in room 209. 



●​ Sparty says pay attention to staff directions in the 
cafeteria! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “My tastes are simple: I am easily satisfied with 
the best." ―Winston S. Churchill 

 
Wednesday, April 10 

●​ Whoa, it’s so bright in the halls today! Love the neon 
everyone is sporting today! For tomorrow, represent 
your favorite team with a jersey or wear your 
favorite work out great. Teachers, please fill out 
the participation form for your advisory! 

●​ Wondering what to do with your eclipse glasses, 
now that the big event has passed?  Bring them to 
Herrick.  Service Squad will be recycling them by 
sending them to be used for an eclipse this summer 
in South America. Please bring your glasses in by 
Friday! Service Squad will be meeting this Thursday 
in room 209. 

●​ If you signed up to make puppy chow in FACS club, we 
are meeting today after school. Hope to see you 
there! 

●​ Sparty says be organized in class. Knowing where 
everything is will help you be efficient in class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ Dont forget to pick up your crumbl cookies after 
school today! 

●​ QOTD: “Don't go around saying the world owes you a 
living. The world owes you nothing. It was here 
first." —Mark Twain 

 
Tuesday, April 9 



●​ I’m really seeing double out there with all of the 
twins we have in the building today! For tomorrow, 
you might want to wear shades because it’s neon 
day! Teachers, please fill out the participation form 
for your advisory! 

●​ Wondering what to do with your eclipse glasses, 
now that the big event has passed?  Bring them to 
Herrick.  Service Squad will be recycling them by 
sending them to be used for an eclipse this summer 
in South America. Please bring your glasses in by 
Friday! Service Squad will be meeting this Thursday 
in room 209. 

●​ Rooted is a gathering for Herrick students to learn 
about Christianity.  The next Rooted meeting will be 
Tuesday after school in the Library.  

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Sparty says plan ahead in class. This way you can 
complete all of your work! 

●​ Tomorrow there will be two tables set up for the 
Crumbl cookie pick up outside of the main Herrick 
doors.  One table will be for last names A-L, the 
other last names M-Z.  While we anticipate this to 
be a quick process, all bus riders should make sure 
to quickly pack their bags and pick up their cookies 
to make sure there are no issues.  All students not 
picking up cookie orders should remain clear of the 
pick up area to expedite the process.   



●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful today.  

●​ QOTD: “Outside of a dog, a book is man’s best friend. 
Inside of a dog, it’s too dark to read.” —Groucho Marx 

 
Monday, April 8 

●​ This week we want to focus on purposeful hallway 
behaviors. Be purposeful in the hallway and you can 
earn some raffle tickets! 

●​ We love seeing everyone so comfy today, what a 
great way to start the week! Tomorrow we are 
looking to twin-up with someone, so dress alike on 
purpose! Teachers, please fill out the participation 
form for your advisory! 

●​ Rooted is a gathering for Herrick students to learn 
about Christianity.  The next Rooted meeting will be 
Tuesday after school in the Library.  

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students: 
Please bring headphones to class today and 
tomorrow. Thank you. 

●​ Please bring colored pencils or crayons to health 
class today. 

●​ Sparty says eliminate distractions in class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “Anyone who lives within their means suffers 

from a lack of imagination.” —Oscar Wilde 
 
Friday, April 5 

●​ Sparty says encourage others to participate in class! 
Everyone’s voice is important! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “Never put off till tomorrow what you can do 
the day after tomorrow just as well.” —Mark Twain 



 
Thursday, April 4 

●​ Are you interested in making Puppy Chow, Pizza 
Quesadillas or Lucky Charm Rice Krispie Treats? 
These are the next recipes for FACS Club. Stop by the 
FACS room to see the dates and to sign up! See Mrs. 
O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Attention all students! This is your last chance to 
join track and field for this season. The final 
deadline for sign-ups is this Friday. If you have any 
questions or need assistance, please don't hesitate 
to reach out to one of our track coaches. Don't miss 
out on this exciting opportunity! 

●​ Sparty says walk with a purpose on the right side of 
the hall! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “A day without sunshine is like, you know, 
night.” —Steve Martin 

 
Wednesday, April 3 

●​ Are you interested in making Puppy Chow, Pizza 
Quesadillas or Lucky Charm Rice Krispie Treats? 
These are the next recipes for FACS Club. Stop by the 
FACS room to see the dates and to sign up! See Mrs. 
O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Improv Club is meeting in room 102 today! Bring an 
improv game to share. All are welcome! 

●​ Students, please make sure that you are locking 
your binder in your locker when you don’t have it 
with you. We cannot have them stored on the floor 
or on top of lockers during lunch or PE. They need 
to be locked in your locker. 

●​ Sparty says walk, don’t run, in the hallway! 



●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Here’s something to think about: How come 
you never see a headline like ‘Psychic Wins 
Lottery’?” —Jay Leno 

 
Tuesday, April 2 

●​ There is a student council meeting after school 
TODAY in Mrs. Atkins room. 

●​ Are you interested in making Puppy Chow, Pizza 
Quesadillas or Lucky Charm Rice Krispie Treats? 
These are the next recipes for FACS Club. Stop by the 
FACS room to see the dates and to sign up! See Mrs. 
O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Friendly reminder: There's an important track and 
field informational meeting today after school in 
the lunchroom. Don't forget to bring your 
Chromebook along! 

●​ Unplugged meets today after school. All are 
welcome! 

●​ Any 8th grade student who had their picture taken 
2 weeks ago, your pictures are ready for pick up. 
Please come to the main office after 
announcements to get them. 

●​ Sparty says clean the area around your lunch table! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

responsible around the building today.  
●​ QOTD: “Does it disturb anyone else that ‘The Los 

Angeles Angels’ baseball team translates directly to 
‘The The Angels Angels’?” —Neil DeGrasse Tyson 

 
Monday, April 1 

●​ Students, the back of the building is no longer an 
exit at the end of the school day. All students must 



exit the building through the front of the building, 
either through Door 1 or Door 8.  

●​ We want to focus on usefully using your passing 
periods for this week’s way to earn some raffle 
tickets! 

●​ Sparty says use appropriate language throughout 
the building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “Here’s some advice: At a job interview, tell 
them you’re willing to give 110 percent. Unless the 
job is a statistician.” —Adam Gropman 

 
Friday, March 22 

●​ Make sure to turn in all of your raffle tickets for a 
chance to win during today’s drawing! 

●​ Sparty says to enjoy the break! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “There is no sunrise so beautiful that it is 

worth waking me up to see it.” ―Mindy Kaling 
 
Thursday, March 21 

●​ How does 1 million dollars sound?  Pretty good, 
right?  Did you know that someone with a college 
degree will earn about $1 million more in their 
lifetime, compared to someone with just a high 
school diploma?  It's never too early to start 
planning for college. 

●​ Even though you are still in middle school, there 
are a lot of things you can be doing Right Now that 
will help you be ready for college.  Doing your 
homework every night, learning about what jobs 
you're interested in, studying for tests and talking 



to your parents about college are all great ways to 
get prepared.  

●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 
your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Submit all of your earned tickets for a chance to 
win during tomorrow’s drawing! 

●​ Sparty says stay on task during class! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “Someone asked me, if I were stranded on a 

desert island what book would I bring: ‘How to Build 
a Boat.’” —Steven Wright 

 
Wednesday, March 20 

●​ PRISM club meets tomorrow after school in Mrs. 
Hahn's room. See you there! 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, March 
20th after school. We will be in room 102. All are 
welcome! 

●​ Please join us for Chess Club tomorrow after 
school in Lord Barnas's room! 

●​ Sparty says to be respectful, responsible, and safe! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “Insomnia sharpens your math skills because 

you spend all night calculating how much sleep 



you’ll get if you’re able to ‘fall asleep right now.’” 
—Anonymous 

 
Tuesday, March 19 

●​ There are soccer intramurals in the small gym and 
badminton intramurals in the large gym after 
school today. 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be April 2nd 
after school in Mrs. Atkins room.  Anyone is 
welcome to join. 

●​ Guitar Club meets on tomorrow, Wednesday after 
school in room 202.  See you there! 

●​ Rooted is a gathering for students to learn about 
Christianity.  The next meeting will be Tuesday after 
school in the cafeteria.  All students are welcome. 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, March 
20th after school. We will be in room 102. All are 
welcome! 

●​ Students, we have noticed some vandalism in the 
downstairs boys bathroom. The behavior does not 
meet the expectations we have set for you and has 
caused much more work for our custodial staff. For 
the time being, the downstairs boys bathroom will 
be closed. Make sure we are abiding by the 
expectations in all spaces throughout the building.  

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says ask questions in class! This will help you 
understand what is being taught! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “Never follow anyone else’s path. Unless you’re 
in the woods and you’re lost and you see a path. 
Then by all means follow that path.” —Ellen 
DeGeneres 



 
Monday, March 18 

●​ It's COLLEGE WEEK! Wear your college merch all week 

long. Turn in your Xello scavenger hunt to win 
merch every day during 8th period announcements. 
Today during SEL you will play a Kahoot and learn 
more about your amazing Herrick teachers!  

●​ Rooted is a gathering for students to learn about 
Christianity.  The next meeting will be Tuesday after 
school in the cafeteria.  All students are welcome. 

●​ This week we are focusing on having a charged 
chromebook in class as a way to earn some raffle 
tickets! 

●​ Sparty says to keep your hands to yourself and 
allow others their personal space! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “My mother always used to say: The older you 
get, the better you get, unless you’re a banana.” 
—Betty White 

 
Friday, March 15 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping? We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team. Visit the library, office, or Room 108 
to collect an informational packet.  Any forms can 
be given to the following coaches: Mr. Justis, Mr. 
Barnas, Mr. Berger, Ms. Frale, or Mrs. Lukes. 

●​ If you are in Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA class, please 
have your headphones in class today. 

●​ Ms. Geist's social studies students should bring 
their headphones to class today 



●​ Sparty says to be kind to everyone you encounter 
during the day! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “I’ve been absolutely terrified every moment 
of my life—and I’ve never let it keep me from doing a 
single thing I wanted to do.” – Georgia O'Keeffe 

 
Thursday, March 14 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping? We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team. Visit the library, office, or Room 108 
to collect an informational packet.  Any forms can 
be given to the following coaches: Mr. Justis, Mr. 
Barnas, Mr. Berger, Ms. Frale, or Mrs. Lukes. 

●​ Hey! Did you know that next week is college week? 
Check out the posters on the way to lunch to 
discover where your teachers went to college. 
There will be trivia next week! Also, turn in your 
Xello scavenger hunt to be entered into a raffle 
for amazing college merch! 

●​ If you are in Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA class, please 
have your headphones in class today. 

●​ If you have Mr. Barnas for ELA, headphones are 
needed for class today and tomorrow. 

●​ Congratulations to the 7th grade girls' basketball 
team on their exciting victory over Glen Crest. in 
the championship game. The win secured an 
undefeated season. Great job girls! 

●​ The 8th grade girls basketball team fought hard 
yesterday but lost to Glen Crest in the 
championship game. They got second place in 
conference and the tournament. They finished with 



an overall record of 8-4. Congrats on a great 
season! 

●​ Mrs Daca's SS classes bring headphones. 
●​ Will the following students please come down the 

office after announcements:  
●​ Joey Stark 
●​ Alex Sherlag 
●​ Liam Olson 
●​ Charlie Wimsatt 
●​ Colin Maffei 
●​ Finley Janczewski 
●​ Jake Janczewki 
●​ Ryan Justice 
●​ Grayson Paris 
●​ Jacqueline Weber 
●​ Hadley Riesmeyer 
●​ Dylan Sproat 
●​ Oscar Sather 
●​ Charlie Gilbert  
●​ Lily Zdebski 
●​ Lucas Zhao 
●​ Zachary Wessels 
●​ Sarvesh Ganesh 
●​ Luke Maurek 
●​ Lilah Poplawski 
●​ Jocelyn Nifong 
●​ Jack Hurckes 
●​ Isla Harris 
●​ Gavin Klintworth 
●​ Carter Lewis 
●​ Brendan Eddington 
●​ Alexa Lazzeri 
●​ Parker McLachlan 
●​ Sam Hanock 



●​ Adde Amidei 
●​ Mike Hene 
●​ Muhammed Rizavi 
●​ Evan Loo 
●​ Evie Reitberg 
●​ Tala Nehme 
●​ Charlie Gilbert 
●​ Saara Raheja 
●​ Brendan Blonigen 
●​ Owen Henrikson 
●​ Johnny Vlahos 
●​ Rian Patel 
●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 

your chromebooks to be ready! 
●​ Sparty says say “Please” and “Thank you” to students 

and staff! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “Do what you feel in your heart to be 

right–for you’ll be criticized anyway.” – Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

 
Wednesday, March 13 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping? We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team. Visit the library, office, or Room 108 
to collect an informational packet.  Any forms can 
be given to the following coaches: Mr. Justis, Mr. 
Barnas, Mr. Berger, Ms. Frale, or Mrs. Lukes. 

●​ There are soccer intramurals after school today. 
Meet in the small gym for attendance. 

●​ Come support the 7th grade girls basketball team 
after school today for the championship game. Also, 



good luck to the 8th grade girls basketball team in 
the championship game at Glen Crest today. 

●​ Sra. Taylor's Spanish students, bring headphones to 
Spanish class today. 

●​ Ms. McJoynt's students, please bring coloring 
supplies and headphones today through Friday. 

●​ Sparty says clean your lunch tables every day! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “Fight for the things that you care about, but 

do it in a way that will lead others to join you.” – 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

 
Tuesday, March 12 

●​ Are you interested in making Monkey Bread after 
school? Well, you're in luck, that's the next FACS 
Club Recipe. The dates available are March 14th and 
March 19th. See Mrs. O'Kelly to sign up. 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping? We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team. Visit the library, office, or Room 108 
to collect an informational packet.  Any forms can 
be given to the following coaches: Mr. Justis, Mr. 
Barnas, Mr. Berger, Ms. Frale, or Mrs. Lukes. 

●​ Hey! Did you know that next week is college week? 
Check out the posters on the way to lunch to 
discover where your teachers went to college. 
There will be trivia next week! Also, turn in your 
Xello scavenger hunt to be entered into a raffle 
for amazing college merch! 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says work with new people in class! 



●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “If you're always trying to be normal, you will 
never know how amazing you can be.” – Maya 
Angelou 

 
Monday, March 11 

●​ Congratulations to the 8th grade boys volleyball 
team. They went a perfect 3-0 this weekend to win 
The Lockport Classic. Great job, boys! 

●​ Are you interested in making Monkey Bread after 
school? Well, you're in luck, that's the next FACS 
Club Recipe. The dates available are March 14th and 
March 19th. See Mrs. O'Kelly to sign up. 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping? We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team. Visit the library, office, or Room 108 
to collect an informational packet.  Any forms can 
be given to the following coaches: Mr. Justis, Mr. 
Barnas, Mr. Berger, Ms. Frale, or Mrs. Lukes. 

●​ This week we are focusing on being ready for class 
as a way to earn some awesome raffle tickets! So be 
ready for class every day! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 



●​ Sparty says be aware of the personal space of 
others! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “You cannot shake hands with a clenched fist.” 
– Indira Gandhi 

 
Friday, March 8 

●​ Are you interested in making Monkey Bread after 
school? Well, you're in luck, that's the next FACS 
Club Recipe. The dates available are March 14th and 
March 19th. See Mrs. O'Kelly to sign up. 

●​ Mrs. Remus' students should bring headphones to 
class today. 

●​ Are you prepared to etch your name into Herrick 
history through running, throwing, or jumping?  We 
are seeking diligent, committed, and encouraging 
Spartan students to become part of Herrick’s Track 
and Field team.  Visit the library, outside the office, 
or Room 108 to collect an informational packet. 

●​ Congratulations to the 8th grade girls basketball 
team on their huge comeback victory against 
Westlake yesterday. Also, congratulations to the 7th 
grade girls basketball team on their big win against 
crosstown rival O'Neill. Both teams will be playing 
in the championship next Wednesday. 8th grade will 
be playing away at Glen Crest and 7th grade grade 
will be home against Glen Crest. Good luck! 

●​ There is a lost and found table in front of the 
school office. Please take a look to see if any items 
are yours. The table will be up for this week. 

●​ Sparty says treat everyone with respect! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 



●​ QOTD: Have no fear of perfection; you'll never reach 
it.” – Marie Curie 

 
Thursday, March 7 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 

●​ There is a lost and found table in front of the 
school office. Please take a look to see if any items 
are yours. The table will be up for this week. 

●​ Our next service squad meeting will be this 
Thursday after school in Mrs. Hahns room. Anyone is 
welcome to join! 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 
your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says accept others for who they are! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “At the end of the day, we can endure much 

more than we think we can.” -Frida Kahlo 
 
Wednesday, March 6 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 



●​ There is a lost and found table in front of the 
school office. Please take a look to see if any items 
are yours. The table will be up for this week. 

●​ Our next service squad meeting will be this 
Thursday after school in Mrs. Hahns room. Anyone is 
welcome to join! 

●​ There will be NO Improv Club today due to opening 
night of the musical, Peter Pan Jr. 

●​ Sparty says ask the opinions of other students - we 
can all learn from each other! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “I raise up my voice- not so I can shout but so 
that those without a voice can be heard.” -Malala 
Yousafzai 

 
Tuesday, March 5 

●​ There is a lost and found table in front of the 
school office. Please take a look to see if any items 
are yours. The table will be up for this week. 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 

●​ If you are in Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA class, please 
bring your headphones to class today. 

●​ Rooted is a gathering for students to learn about 
Christianity.  The next meeting for Rooted will be 
after school today in the FACS room. 

●​ Unplugged meets on Tuesday after school in the 
Library. All are welcome! If you have any questions, 
see Ms. Ekman 



●​ Congratulations to the 8th grade boys volleyball 
team. They went a perfect 10-0 this season to 
become conference champions! Nice job, guys! 

●​ Mrs. Daca's SS classes need to bring colored pencils 
to class. 

●​ Mr. Yambao’s classes all need to meet in the Library 
today. 

●​ Our next service squad meeting will be this 
Thursday after school in Mrs. Hahns room. Anyone is 
welcome to join! 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says invite new students to work with you in 
class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful today.  

●​ QOTD: “My mother told me to be a lady. And for her, 
that meant be your own person, be independent.” – 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg 

 
Monday, March 4 

●​ There is a lost and found table in front of the 
school office. Please take a look to see if any items 
are yours. The table will be up for this week. 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 

●​ The next student council meeting will be next 
Tuesday, March 5th after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 

●​ If you are in Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA class, please 
bring your headphones to class today. 



●​ Rooted is a gathering for students to learn about 
Christianity.  The next meeting for Rooted will be 
after school on Tuesday in the FACS room. 

●​ We are focusing on classroom participation this 
week! Participate in class to earn raffle tickets! 

●​ Sparty says try your best in every class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “The art of behaving morally is behaving as if 

everything we do matters.” -Gloria Steinem 
 
Thursday, February 29 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 

●​ Are you interested in making Oreo Truffles or 
Monkey Bread? The next FACS Club sign up sheets are 
available in Google Classroom! See Mrs. O'Kelly with 
any questions. 

●​ Attention Mrs. Remus' students:  Please bring your 
headphones to class today. 

●​ Attention all chess enthusiasts! The Chess Club is 
thrilled to announce a special meeting taking place 
on this Leap Day! Join us right after school in room 
108 for an exciting time filled with strategy, 
tactics, and friendly competition. Whether you're a 
seasoned player or just starting out, everyone is 
welcome to come and enjoy the game of kings. See 
you there for some leap year chess fun! 

●​ Ms. Frale's 5th through 8th period classes please 
bring headphones to class today. 



●​ There are soccer intramurals after school today. 
Meet in the small gym. 

●​ Happy Leap Day! To help celebrate, there are 100 
small frogs that will be hidden around the 
building. Feel free to search for them during the 
passing periods. If you find one, you get to keep it. 
Happy Leap Day everyone! 

●​ The next student council meeting will be next 
Tuesday, March 5th after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 
your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ We have our lunchtime drawing today! Be sure to 
have all of your tickets turned in for a chance to 
win! 

●​ Sparty says to be courteous of others! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “If there is no struggle, there is no progress.” 

—Frederick Douglass 
 
Wednesday, February 28 

●​ Congrats to the 7th grade girls basketball team on 
their win yesterday against Glen Crest! The 8th 
grade team fought hard but came up short in the 
end. 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan Jr. 
Come fly with us to Neverland on Wednesday, March 
6th and Thursday, March 7th @ 7:30 pm. All Herrick 
students are free if you bring a canned item to 
donate to our local Fish Pantry. Tickets can also be 
purchased ahead of time using a QR code. We look 
forward to seeing you in Neverland! 

●​ The next student council meeting will be next 
Tuesday, March 5th after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 



●​ With the shortened week, we are having our 
lunchtime raffle drawing tomorrow. Be sure to 
submit all of your tickets! 

●​ Sparty says be purposeful in the hallway and move 
directly to your next location! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Hold fast to dreams, for if dreams die, life is a 
broken winged bird that cannot fly.” —Langston 
Hughes 

 
Tuesday, February 27 

●​ Rooted is a student run gathering for students to 
learn about Christianity.  The next meeting for 
Rooted will be after school on today in the Library.  

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says have your classroom materials ready to 
go for each class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ QOTD:“Whatever we believe about ourselves and our 
ability comes true for us.” —Susan L. Taylor, 
journalist 

 
Monday, February 26 

●​ The next student council meeting will be next 
Tuesday, March 5th after school in Mrs. Atkins room. 

●​ Rooted is a student run gathering for students to 
learn about Christianity.  The next meeting for 
Rooted will be after school on Tuesday in the 
Library.  

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 



toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Sparty says use your time efficiently in lunch! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “Hate is too great a burden to bear. It injures 

the hater more than it injures the hated." —Coretta 
Scott King 

 
Friday, February 23 

●​ Congrats to the 7th and 8th grade girls basketball 
teams on their big wins against Westlake! Come out 
and support them next Tuesday and Thursday for 
their last two regular season home games! 

●​ If you have Mr. Barnas for ELA, please bring your 
headphones to class.  

●​ Sparty says eliminate distractions in class! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “In recognizing the humanity of our fellow 

beings, we pay ourselves the highest tribute." 
—Thurgood Marshall, first African American U.S. 
Supreme Court member 

 
Thursday, February 22 

●​ Congrats to the 7th and 8th grade girls basketball 
teams on defeating O'Neill yesterday! 

●​ There are soccer intramurals after school today. 
Meet in the small gym. 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 
your chromebooks to be ready! 



●​ Sparty says use appropriate volume in the hallway! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “If you get, give. If you learn, Teach.” -Maya 

Angelou 
 
Wednesday, February 21 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting today in room 102. All 
are welcome! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Sparty says follow classroom expectations to get 
the most out of every class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Never be limited by other people's limited 
imaginations." —Dr. Mae Jemison, first 
African-American female astronaut 

 
Tuesday, February 20 

●​ There are indoor soccer intramurals after school 
today in the small gym. 

●​ Guitar Club meets tomorrow, Wednesday, after 
school 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ We want to focus on safety for the next few weeks. 
Make safe choices during your day! 



●​ Sparty says clean the floor and area around your 
table in the cafeteria! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful today.  

●​ QOTD: “Life is not a spectator sport. If you’re going to 
spend your whole life in the grandstand just 
watching what goes on, in my opinion, you’re wasting 
your life.” —Jackie Robinson 

 
 

Friday, February 16 
●​ If you have Mr. Barnas for ELA first period, please 

meet at the library.  
●​ Today is a lunchtime raffle! Be sure to turn in all 

of the ticket’s you’ve earned! 
●​ Sparty says walk on the right side of the hallway! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “I am lucky that whatever fear I have inside 

me, my desire to win is always stronger.” —Serena 
Williams 

 
Thursday, February 15 

●​ Mrs. Daca's SS classes: Please bring your headphones 
to class today. 

●​ PRISM club meets after school in Mrs. Hahn's room 
●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 

your chromebooks to be ready! 
●​ Make sure to get your raffle tickets submitted for 

tomorrow’s drawing! 
●​ Sparty says put forth your best effort on every 

assignment! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 



●​ QOTD: “The soul that is within me no man can 
degrade." —Frederick Douglass 

 
Wednesday, February 14 

●​ Sparty says pay attention to staff directions in the 
cafeteria! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “Character is power.” —Booker T. Washington 
 
Tuesday, February 13 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be tomorrow 
after school in Mrs. Daca's room.  At this meeting we 
will be sorting and finalizing candy grams. 

●​ Are you a Christian or would you like to learn more 
about Christianity?  Come to Rooted.  The first 
gathering will take place after school in the 
Library today. 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on Khan 
Academy, so bring your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says get things done during your passing 
period! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Diversity is not about how we differ. Diversity 
is about embracing one another’s uniqueness.” —Ola 
Joseph 

 
Monday, February 12 

●​ Congrats to the 7th grade girls basketball team on 
their win over Glen Crest last Thursday. The 8th 
grade girls fought hard, but came up short in the 
end. 



●​ Our next student council meeting will be tomorrow 
after school in Mrs. Daca's room.  At this meeting we 
will be sorting and finalizing candy grams. 

●​ Are you a Christian or would you like to learn more 
about Christianity?  Come to Rooted.  The first 
gathering will take place after school in the 
Library on Tuesday. 

●​ Sparty says be organized in class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

responsible around the building today.  
●​ QOTD: “I can accept failure. Everyone fails at 

something. But I can't accept not trying." —Michael 
Jordan 

 
Friday, February 9 

●​ Student Council will be selling Candy Grams this 
week.  If you want to show a friend, staff member, 
or even yourself that you care, you can bring in 
money this Wednesday - Friday to purchase candy 
grams.  Each candy gram is 50 cents and they will be 
sold during lunch.  Candy grams will be delivered 
during SSP on Valentines Day next week.  If you plan 
to buy candy grams, please remember any note you 
write needs to be school appropriate, if possible try 
to figure out the recipients SSP teachers name, and 
try to bring exact change. 

●​ All of Ms. McJoynt's students should bring coloring 
materials to class today. 

●​ If you have Mr. Barnas for ELA, please bring your 
headphones to class today.  

●​ Students, we are seeing an increase in bathroom 
behaviors, particularly with the boys bathrooms. We 
need to work together to keep the school clean and 
safe for everyone. If you see someone misbehaving 
please say something to an adult. We want to keep 



all of our bathrooms open throughout the day, but 
if we continue to notice issues then we may have to 
limit the bathrooms that are accessible during the 
school day. 

●​ Sparty says to be respectful, responsible, and safe! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “Truth is powerful and it prevails." —Sojourner 

Truth 
 
Thursday, February 8 

●​ Student Council will be selling Candy Grams this 
week.  If you want to show a friend, staff member, 
or even yourself that you care, you can bring in 
money this Wednesday - Friday to purchase candy 
grams.  Each candy gram is 50 cents and they will be 
sold during lunch.  Candy grams will be delivered 
during SSP on Valentines Day next week.  If you plan 
to buy candy grams, please remember any note you 
write needs to be school appropriate, if possible try 
to figure out the recipients SSP teachers name, and 
try to bring exact change. 

●​ during SSP today you will be working on iXL, so bring 
your chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says go the correct direction on the stairs 
during the passing periods! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “For to be free is not merely to cast off one's 
chains, but to live in a way that respects and 
enhances the freedom of others.” —Nelson Mandela 

 
Wednesday, February 7 

●​ Student Council will be selling Candy Grams this 
week.  If you want to show a friend, staff member, 



or even yourself that you care, you can bring in 
money this Wednesday - Friday to purchase candy 
grams.  Each candy gram is 50 cents and they will be 
sold during lunch.  Candy grams will be delivered 
during SSP on Valentines Day next week.  If you plan 
to buy candy grams, please remember any note you 
write needs to be school appropriate, if possible try 
to figure out the recipients SSP teachers name, and 
try to bring exact change. 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting today, in room 102. All 
are welcome! 

●​ Sparty says work with new people in class! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen. 
●​ QOTD: “He who is not courageous enough to take risks 

will accomplish nothing in life." —Muhammad Ali 
 
Tuesday, February 6 

●​ Bring your Rubiks cube to Unplugged on Tuesday! We 
have member that can solve it and teach you more 
about it. If you have any questions, as Ms. Ekman 

●​ Student Council will be selling Candy Grams this 
week.  If you want to show a friend, staff member, 
or even yourself that you care, you can bring in 
money this Wednesday - Friday to purchase candy 
grams.  Each candy gram is 50 cents and they will be 
sold during lunch.  Candy grams will be delivered 
during SSP on Valentines Day next week.  If you plan 
to buy candy grams, please remember any note you 
write needs to be school appropriate, if possible try 
to figure out the recipients SSP teachers name, and 
try to bring exact change. 

●​ There are indoor soccer intramurals today after 
school. Meet in the small gym. 



●​ Come support the girls basketball teams today after 
school against Westlake! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Sparty says use appropriate language throughout 
the building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “I have learned over the years that when one's 
mind is made up, this diminishes fear." —Rosa Parks 

 
Monday, February 5 

●​ Bring your Rubiks cube to Unplugged on Tuesday! We 
have member that can solve it and teach you more 
about it. If you have any questions, as Ms. Ekman 

●​ There are indoor soccer intramurals tomorrow 
after school in the small gym. 

●​ Student Council will be selling Candy Grams this 
week.  If you want to show a friend, staff member, 
or even yourself that you care, you can bring in 
money this Wednesday - Friday to purchase candy 
grams.  Each candy gram is 50 cents and they will be 
sold during lunch.  Candy grams will be delivered 
during SSP on Valentines Day next week.  If you plan 
to buy candy grams, please remember any note you 
write needs to be school appropriate, if possible try 
to figure out the recipients SSP teachers name, and 
try to bring exact change. 



●​ Sparty says throw away your garbage in class or in 
the cafeteria! We all need to work together to keep 
the school clean! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “We all have dreams. In order to make dreams 
come into reality, it takes an awful lot of 
determination, dedication, self-discipline and 
effort." —Jesse Owens, world record-setting Olympic 
athlete 

 

Friday, February 2 
●​ Need a date from Valentines Day? Join us in the 

library on February 14th for Blind Date w/ a Book. 
This is a great event where you get can share book 
ideas with friends while searching for your perfect 
match. Sign up in the library today, spots are 
limited! See Mr. Berger if you have any questions. 

●​ Just a reminder, all photos for the Herrick 
Photography Contest are DUE on Monday February 
5th.  Show off your picture taking skills and submit 
your photos to Mr. Berger before the deadline. Top 3 
winners receive a Smoothy King gift card! See Mr. 
Berger if you have any questions.  

●​ Bring your Rubiks cube to Unplugged on Tuesday! We 
have member that can solve it and teach you more 
about it. If you have any questions, as Ms. Ekman 

●​ If you still have Valentine’s Day cards for seniors in 
your room, please have a student bring them to Mrs. 
Hahns room ASAP. Thank you to everyone who made 
cards! 

●​ Sparty says clean your lunch table! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 



●​ QOTD: “Success is to be measured not so much by the 
position that one has reached in life as by the 
obstacles which he has overcome while trying to 
succeed.” —Booker T. Washington 

 
Thursday, February 1 

●​ The boys volleyball farewell tour kicked off this 
week. 8th grade went 2-0 in some close games. 7th 
grade went 1-1 with their quality passing. 

●​ Congrats to the girls basketball teams on their 
victories over O'Neill last night! 

●​ The next Service Squad meeting is Today after school 
in Mrs. Hahns room.  Anyone is welcome to join.  We 
will be collecting, proof reading, and organizing 
valentines day cards. 

●​ Tomorrow is February 2nd so wear a tutu to help us 
celebrate 2/2 day! 

●​ Attention Mrs Remus' 2nd period class:  please bring 
your headphones today! 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th grade students should bring their 
headphones to class today 

●​ Sparty says have your assignments completed for 
the day! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “The time is always right to do what is right.” 
—Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Wednesday, January 31 

●​ The next Service Squad meeting is Tomorrow after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Anyone is welcome to 
join.  We will be collecting, proof reading, and 
organizing valentines day cards. 

●​ Senator John Curran has asked Herrick Middle 
School to help him with his Valentines for Seniors 



Card Drive.  In Advisory or SSP over the next week, 
create handwritten cards, uplifting notes, or 
inspirational/festive drawings for seniors in 
assisted living and long-term care facilities.  Make 
sure your creations are all well-constructed, neat, 
and school-appropriate.  Teachers can find blank 
cards and paper in the workroom for their advisory 
/ SSP.  The Herrick Spirit Squad will go to each 
advisory room after school on February 1st to 
collect the cards and drawings.  Cards can also be 
delivered to Mrs. Atkins or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Congrats to the girls basketball teams on their 
victories over Marquardt yesterday! Come pack the 
gym today after school to cheer them on against 
O'Neill! 8th grade plays first. 

●​ Student council would like to thank everyone for 
their patience as we were determining the winners 
of the winter door decorating competition.  There 
was so many amazing doors that it was difficult to 
make a decision. The 7th grade advisory with the 
winning door was Mr. Burgess's advisory.  They took 
a scene from frozen and turned Mr. Burgess into 
Elsa. The 8th grade advisory with the winning door 
was Mr. Swanstrom who was turned into a snowball 
who is about to take over a group of skiiers. Mr. 
Burgess and Mr. Swanstrom, please send a 
representative from your advisory to the office to 
pick up your trophy and certificate. 

●​ Student council members please complete the 
google form in our student council Google 
classroom at some point today. 

●​ Sparty says get to know the students at your lunch 
table! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 



●​ QOTD: “It is better to light a candle than to curse 
the darkness.” -Eleanor Roosevelt 

 
Tuesday, January 30 

●​ The next Service Squad meeting is This Thursday 
after school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Anyone is welcome 
to join.  We will be collecting, proof reading, and 
organizing valentines day cards. 

●​ Senator John Curran has asked Herrick Middle 
School to help him with his Valentines for Seniors 
Card Drive.  In Advisory or SSP over the next week, 
create handwritten cards, uplifting notes, or 
inspirational/festive drawings for seniors in 
assisted living and long-term care facilities.  Make 
sure your creations are all well-constructed, neat, 
and school-appropriate.  Teachers can find blank 
cards and paper in the workroom for their advisory 
/ SSP.  The Herrick Spirit Squad will go to each 
advisory room after school on February 1st to 
collect the cards and drawings.  Cards can also be 
delivered to Mrs. Atkins or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Mrs. Barnes Hartigan's ELA students need to bring 
headphones to class today. 

●​ Sparty says participate in class discussions! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “A champion is afraid of losing. Everyone else 

is afraid of winning.” -Billie Jean King 
 
Monday, January 29 

●​ The next Service Squad meeting is This Thursday 
after school in Mrs. Hahn's room.  Anyone is 
welcome to join.  We will be collecting, 
proofreading, and organizing valentines day cards. 



●​ Senator John Curran has asked Herrick Middle 
School to help him with his Valentines for Seniors 
Card Drive.  In Advisory or SSP over the next week, 
create handwritten cards, uplifting notes, or 
inspirational/festive drawings for seniors in 
assisted living and long-term care facilities.  Make 
sure your creations are all well-constructed, neat, 
and school-appropriate.  Teachers can find blank 
cards and paper in the workroom for their advisory 
/ SSP.  The Herrick Spirit Squad will go to each 
advisory room after school on February 1st to 
collect the cards and drawings.  Cards can also be 
delivered to Mrs. Atkins or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Sparty says ask questions in class if you don’t 
understand something! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “Remember, no effort that we make to attain 
something beautiful is ever lost.” -Helen Keller 

 
Friday, January 26 

●​ Welcome back, everyone! It’s day 12 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Your attendance plays a very big 
role in making our school a strong and exciting 
place to be. Each day you’re here, you help create a 
positive atmosphere, making our school an amazing 
place to learn and grow together! 

●​ Friday is the last day for the door decorating 
competition.  Please make sure all of your winter 
wonderland doors are done by the end of the day on 
Friday so judging can occur. 

●​ The next Service Squad meeting is next Thursday 
after school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Anyone is welcome 
to join.  We will be collecting, proof reading, and 
organizing valentines day cards. 



●​ Senator John Curran has asked Herrick Middle 
School to help him with his Valentines for Seniors 
Card Drive.  In Advisory or SSP over the next week, 
create handwritten cards, uplifting notes, or 
inspirational/festive drawings for seniors in 
assisted living and long-term care facilities.  Make 
sure your creations are all well-constructed, neat, 
and school-appropriate.  Teachers can find blank 
cards and paper in the workroom for their advisory 
/ SSP.  The Herrick Spirit Squad will go to each 
advisory room after school on February 1st to 
collect the cards and drawings.  Cards can also be 
delivered to Mrs. Atkins or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Sparty says encourage others to sit with you at 
lunch! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “Courage is the price that life exacts for 
granting peace.” -Amelia Earhart 

 
Thursday, January 25 

●​ Welcome back, Spartans! It’s day 11 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Coming to school regularly helps 
you learn an important skill—time management. 
Being here on time every day shows how well you 
can organize your day and set yourself up for 
success! 

●​ Attention Chess Club Members - Chess Club will be 
meeting today, right after school, in room 108.  See 
you there.  

●​ The student council meeting from this week has 
been rescheduled for next Tuesday, January 30th.  
Please join us as we discuss upcoming spirit days, 
candy grams, and spring events and competitions. 



●​ The next Service Squad meeting is next Thursday 
after school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Anyone is welcome 
to join.  We will be collecting, proof reading, and 
organizing valentines day cards. 

●​ Friday is the last day for the door decorating 
competition.  Please make sure all of your winter 
wonderland doors are done by the end of the day on 
Friday so judging can occur. 

●​ Sra. Taylor's classes, bring your headphones to 
Spanish class today. 

●​ Senator John Curran has asked Herrick Middle 
School to help him with his Valentines for Seniors 
Card Drive.  In Advisory or SSP over the next week, 
create handwritten cards, uplifting notes, or 
inspirational/festive drawings for seniors in 
assisted living and long-term care facilities.  Make 
sure your creations are all well-constructed, neat, 
and school-appropriate.  Teachers can find blank 
cards and paper in the workroom for their advisory 
/ SSP.  The Herrick Spirit Squad will go to each 
advisory room after school on February 1st to 
collect the cards and drawings.  Cards can also be 
delivered to Mrs. Atkins or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Sparty says encourage others to participate in class! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “Love yourself first, and everything else falls 

into line. You really have to love yourself to get 
anything done in this world.” -Lucille Ball 

 
Wednesday, January 24 

●​ Good morning, friends! It’s day 10 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Did you know that coming to school 
every day is not just about learning cool stuff? It’s 
also about making awesome friends! When you’re 



here, you get to hang out with your classmates, play 
games together, and have a lot of fun. Being at 
school each day gives you more chances to laugh, 
share, and make new friends. So, keep up the great 
attendance! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Sparty says to use “Please” and “Thank you” when 
speaking to students and staff! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “I am not afraid of storms for I am learning 
how to sail my ship.” -Louisa May Alcott 

 
Tuesday, January 23 

●​ Good morning, everyone! It’s day 9 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Guess what? Coming to school 
every day is like saying, ‘I love learning!’ When 
you’re here, it shows that you really care about all 
the cool things you can discover and learn. It’s like 
giving a big thumbs-up to education! So, keep up the 
great work with your awesome attendance because 
every day at school helps you grow smarter and 
shows how much you respect learning! And being 
respectful is the Spartan way! 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 23rd. Please join us in Mrs. Atkins room 
from 3:20-3:55 as we discuss upcoming events such 



as candy grams and future advisory competitions. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Sparty says understand and acknowledge the 
personal space of others! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “You know what makes a good person good? 
When a good person does something bad, they own 
up to it. They try to learn something from it and 
they move on.” – Ron Swanson 

 
Monday, January 22 

●​ Hey there, Spartans! It’s day 8 of The 12 Days of Good 
Attendance. Regular attendance at school helps you 
develop healthy habits. Just like eating fruits and 
veggies keeps your body strong, attending school 
regularly keeps your mind sharp and ready to take 
on new challenges. 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 23rd. Please join us in Mrs. Atkins room 
from 3:20-3:55 as we discuss upcoming events such 
as candy grams and future advisory competitions. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ We are focusing on being respectful for our next 
raffle draw. Make sure to show respect to your 
peers, teachers, building staff, and the school as 
you go through your day. 

●​ Sparty says follow teacher expectations in class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

respectful around the building today.  
●​ QOTD: “There is no aspect, no facet, no moment in life 

that can’t be improved with pizza.” -Daria 
Morgendorffer 

 
Friday, January 19 



●​ Good morning, friends! It’s day 7 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Attending school regularly 
provides a wealth of opportunities. Each day you’re 
here, you uncover new chances to learn, grow, and 
discover your talents. You never know what 
amazing things might happen when you’re present! 

●​ Student council is extending the winter door 
decorating competition. Advisories now have until 
Friday, January 26th to create the perfect winter 
wonderland inspired door. 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 23rd. Please join us in Mrs. Atkins room 
from 3:20-3:55 as we discuss upcoming events such 
as candy grams and future advisory competitions. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Get all of your raffle tickets submitted for the 
drawing today! 

●​ Sparty says clean the floor and area around your 
table during lunch! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “If we didn’t do what we loved, we wouldn’t 
exist.” – Adonis 

 
Thursday, January 18 

●​ Welcome back, attendance stars! It’s day 6 of The 12 
Days of Good Attendance. Did you know that your 
attendance now helps shape your future success? 
When you’re here, you’re practicing the habits that 
will help you to be successful later in life like 
attending your college classes and going to work on 
time. 

●​ PRISM meets after school in Mrs. Hahn's room. See 
you there! 



●​ Student council is extending the winter door 
decorating competition. Advisories now have until 
Friday, January 26th to create the perfect winter 
wonderland inspired door. 

●​ Our next student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
January 23rd. Please join us in Mrs. Atkins room 
from 3:20-3:55 as we discuss upcoming events such 
as candy grams and future advisory competitions. 
Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Make sure to submit all raffle tickets for the 
drawing tomorrow! 

●​ Sparty says move with a purpose in the hallway! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “No one can make you feel inferior without 

your consent.” -Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
Wednesday, January 17 

●​ Rise and shine, Spartans! It’s day 5 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Every day you’re at school, you’re 
adding to your confidence. By participating in class, 
completing assignments, and participating in class 
activities, you’re showing yourself how capable and 
brilliant you are. Every day you come to school, you 
believe in yourself more and more! 

●​ Sparty says make sure your chromebook is charged 
every day! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “Good words. Good thoughts. Good deeds.” – Bomi 
Bulsara 

 
Tuesday, January 16 

●​ Good morning, friends! It’s day 4 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. School isn’t just about learning; 



it’s also about being part of a team. Your classmates 
count on you, just like you count on them. When 
you’re here, you’re contributing to the class’s 
teamwork, friendship, and fun experiences together. 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 
Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 
the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 
SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ Sparty says pay attention to staff directions! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “The best way to guarantee a loss is to quit” 

-Morgan Freeman 
 

Friday, January 12 
●​ Hello, superheroes! It’s day 3 of The 12 Days of Good 

Attendance. When you come to school every day, 
you’re practicing a very important character 
trait—responsibility. Showing up on time and ready 
to learn teaches you to be dependable, just like 
superheroes who always answer the call when 
their help is needed! And being responsible is a 
behavior expectation for all Spartans, so let’s show 
our responsibility by being present! 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 



Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 
the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 
SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ Sparty says use the passing period to get things 
done, like going to your locker or the bathroom. 
Then you can focus in class on learning! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ QOTD: “Today is a good day to try.” -Victor Hugo 
 
Thursday, January 11 

●​ Welcome back, everyone! It’s day 2 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Did you know that being here 
every day helps you stay on track with your 
lessons? Coming to school regularly will help make 
sure that you don’t miss out on important 
information. It’s like watching your favorite TV 
series from start to finish. Coming to school 
regularly lets you follow the story of your 
education without missing an episode! 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 
Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 
the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 



SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ Spartans, it is NOT too late to submit an audition 
video and application form for Peter Pan. Please 
have your audition submitted by Thursday evening. 
Packets are located by the front office and posted 
in the HMS Google Classroom. 

●​ Sparty says stay on task during class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today. 
●​ QOTD: “We must accept finite disappointment, but 

never lose infinite hope.” -Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
Wednesday, January 10 

●​ Good morning, Spartans! It’s day 1 of The 12 Days of 
Good Attendance. Think of school as a big adventure 
park filled with learning and fun. Every day you’re 
here, you are building the foundation for your 
future. Just like building blocks, each day at school 
adds to your learning, helping you grow smarter, 
stronger, and more prepared for the exciting 
journey ahead. And the best way to build that 
foundation is to be present at school! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  



There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 
Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 
the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 
SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, January 
10th. Meet in the Cafe after school. All are welcome. 

●​ Spartans, it is NOT too late to submit an audition 
video and application form for Peter Pan. Please 
have your audition submitted by Thursday evening. 
Packets are located by the front office and posted 
in the HMS Google Classroom. 

●​ Guitar Club is cancelled for today.  Listen for the 
announcements for our next session. 

●​ Sparty says to use your time efficiently! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “True peace is not merely the absence of 

tension; it is the presence of justice." - Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

 
Tuesday, January 9 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 



those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 
Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 
the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 
SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ Are you interested in making Peppermint Oreo 
Truffles? The new sign up sheet for FACS Club is up 
and ready to go! See Mrs. O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Unplugged meets on Tuesday after school in the 
library. All are welcome! 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, January 
10th. Meet in the Cafe after school. All are welcome. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys trying out for the 
volleyball team. The first tryout will be tomorrow 
morning starting at 6:30. You can not enter the 
building before 6:20 and you must wear your PE 
shirt during the tryout. Please see Mr. Siemek with 
any questions. 

●​ Ms. Geist 7th grade students should bring their 
headphones to class today. 



●​ There will be a team meeting for the 7th and 8th 
grade girls basketball teams tomorrow after 
school in the fitness center until 4:15pm. 

●​ Guitar Club meets again Wednesday after school in 
room 202.  Newcomers are welcome! 

●​ Sparty says plan ahead how you will use your 
hallway time during the passing period! 

●​ Be Responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “The ultimate measure of a man is not where 
he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy." -Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 
Monday, January 8 

●​ All health classes are meeting in the large gym 
today. Do not bring anything. 

●​ Are you interested in making Peppermint Oreo 
Truffles? The new sign up sheet for FACS Club is up 
and ready to go! See Mrs. O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 
those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ Get ready for a winter wonderland! The Student 
Council is thrilled to announce the Winter Door 
Decorating Competition. The doors need to be 
completed by Thursday, January 18th so the winners 
can be announced at the next SSP competition on 



the 19th. During the next 2 weeks you will not need 
to complete the Khan Academy or IXL lessons during 
SSP so you can focus on making your doors amazing. 
As a reminder, the students in your advisory should 
be working together and collaborating to design 
and decorate the door. So decl your doors with 
snowflakes, frosty scenes, and holiday cheer – let's 
turn our halls into a showcase of winter magic. 

●​ We are starting the year with our focus on safety! 
Make sure to be safe as you make your way through 
the day! 

●​ Sparty says try your best, even on topics you don’t 
know well! No one became an expert without hard 
work! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ QOTD: “Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only 
light can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only 
love can do that." -Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 
Friday, December 22 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 
those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 



form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ Make sure all of your raffle tickets are turned in 
today for the last drawing of the year! 

●​ Sparty says to ask the opinions of other students in 
class - we can learn a lot from each other! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ QOTD: “We can’t retract the decisions we’ve made. We 
can only affect the decisions we’re going to make 
from here.” –Nick Rice 

 
Thursday, December 21 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 
those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ Hey Spartans!! Join us for Chess Club today after 
school in room 108! 

●​ PRISM club meets today after school in Mrs. Hahn's 
room. Bring a friend! 

●​ Boys basketball players- return your jersey and 
practice jersey to coach either today or tomorrow. 



●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Get all of your tickets submitted for a chance to 
win the drawing tomorrow! 

●​ Sparty says to use appropriate volume in all areas 
of the building! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “There should be no boundaries to human 
endeavor. We are all different. However bad life 
may seem, there is always something you can do, and 
succeed at. While there’s life, there is hope.” 
–Stephen Hawking 

 
Wednesday, December 20 

●​ It is time to say farewell to the farewell tour. 8th 
grade boys basketball finished their season last 
night. They went 9-1 to become conference 
champions. In the last two years they went 19-1 
with two conference championships.Great job, guys. 

●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 
those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 



page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ Mrs. Daca's SS classes need to bring headphones to 
class today. 

●​ Improv Club will meet today in the CAFE after 
school until 4:00 pm. All are welcome. 

●​ Hey Spartans!! Join us for Chess Club Thursday after 
school in room 108! 

●​ Congratulations to the 7th grade boys basketball 
team on their championship victory over Marquardt 
last night! We are proud of all the progress you 
have made this year, keep working hard.  

●​ Today is the last day for 7th grade girls basketball 
tryouts after school from 3:30-5:00. See Mr. Cole if 
you have any questions. 

●​ Will the following students please report to the 
front office after announcements:  Grayson Paris, 
Asha Gigani, Weston Ittner, Isla Harris, Johnny 
Vlahos, Brendan Eddington, Nina Gowda, Jocelyn 
Nifong, Lily Zdebski, Zachary Wessels, Tala Nehme, 
Owen Henrickson, Rian Patel, Choloe Coyne, Ashlee 
Edlemman, Andi Donat, Charlie Lee, Viktor Lee, Jacob 
Ungeran, Carter Lewis,  Eden Stava, Alex Sherlag, 
Aaron Rauch, Kaleb Stein, Julien Rios, Matthew 
Ungerman 

●​ Sparty says to be courteous of others! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

engaged and safe during your day today. 
●​ QOTD: “Sometimes it is the people who no one 

imagines anything of who do the things that no one 
can imagine.” –Alan Turing 

 
Tuesday, December 19 



●​ It’s a bird. It’s a plane. No wait, it’s, it’s…Peter Pan. 
That’s right, Herrick Spartans. You heard correctly. 
It is time to warm up your singing voice, break out 
those dancing shoes, and FLY into Neverland! If you 
are interested in auditioning OR helping with a 
behind-the-scenes crew, pick up a packet from 
outside the front office and Room 219. Please have 
audition and crew applications turned in by 
January 9th to either Mr. Yambao, Mrs. Kapust, or 
Mrs. Barnes Hartigan. 

●​ If you have Mr. Barnas for ELA class, please come to 
class with headphones.  

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to raise your hand during class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

respectful around the building today.  
●​ QOTD: “Nobody is gonna hit as hard as life, but it ain’t 

how hard you can hit. It’s how hard you can get hit 
and keep moving forward..” –Rocky Balboa 

 
Monday, December 18 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 



form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ Sparty says to remember to clean off your lunch 
table! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ QOTD: “Just because someone stumbles and loses 
their path, doesn’t mean they’re lost forever.” 
–Professor X 

 

Friday, December 15 
●​ Sra. Taylor's classes, bring your headphones to 

Spanish class today. 
●​ 8th grade boys basketball players- see Coach 

Cunningham at some point today. 
●​ Sparty says to be safe in the hallway and walk on 

the right! 
●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 

to think about how you can do that. 
●​ QOTD: “Great men are not born great, they grow 

great.” –Mario Puzo 
 
Thursday, December 14 

●​ Our next service squad meeting is Thursday after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room. Anyone is welcome to 
join! 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to have your materials ready for each 
class! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “Do or do not. There is no try.” -Yoda 



 
Wednesday, December 13 

●​ Guitar Club meets Wednesday after school in room 
202. 

●​ Our next service squad meeting is Thursday after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room. Anyone is welcome to 
join! 

●​ Sra.Taylor's students, bring headphones to Spanish 
class today. 

●​ Ms. Hickey's Social Studies students-don't forget to 
bring headphones for today's digital gallery! 

●​ A reminder for Ms. Geist's 8th grade students to 
bring headphones to class today! 

●​ Sparty says to be respectful, responsible, and safe! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

responsible around the building today.  
●​ Qotd: “You miss 100% of the shots you don’t take. 

Wayne Gretzky.” -Michael Scott 
 
Tuesday, December 12 

●​ It’s me. HI. I’m announcing it’s me. We know all too 
well how enchanted you swifties are with taylor 
swift. This Wednesday is the 1 herself, Taylor 
Swift’s birthday! So, wear your best dress, cardigan, 
or bejeweled outfit in style for a spirit day 
straight out of your wildest dreams. We’re gonna 
party like it’s 1989  and we are 22 as we shake it off 
in wonderland. Make the friendship bracelets and 
let’s have the best day. So come out of the woods and 
into daylight for Wednesday’s T-Swift spirit day! 

●​ Guitar Club meets Wednesday after school in room 
202. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 



will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to make the day a great one- the choice 
is yours! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: "Happiness is the secret to all beauty. There is 
no beauty without happiness." -Christian Dior 

 
Monday, December 11 

●​ Sra. Taylor's classes, bring headphones to Spanish 
class today. 

●​ Our next focus is on being responsible. Make 
responsible choices as you move through your day! 

●​ Sparty says that saying “please” and “Thank you” is 
the Spartan way! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “Being happy never goes out of style.” -Lily 
Pulitzer 

 

Friday, December 8 
●​ Thank you for everyone who brought in money and 

participated in the change challenge.  Total we 
raised $656 in just 4 days!  A majority of the money 
raised will be donated to the Downers Grove FISH 
organization so we really appreciate all of your 
help in supporting such a great cause.  Winners of 
the change challenge will officially be announced 
at the SSP competition today and ice cream sundae 
parties will occur next week.  Our next student 
council competition will occur after winter break 
so start brainstorming ideas for our future winter 
door decorating competition.  



●​ 8th grade boys volleyball tryouts start the 2nd day 
we get back from Winter Break. Sign up information 
outside of Mr. Cunningham's room, room 110. 

●​ Today’s SSP competition is the Rock, Paper, Scissors 
competition which actually begins this morning! 
When you have at least one set of beads, you can 
challenge any other student to RPS. If you win, you 
get all of the beads of the other student. When you 
run out of beads, you are out of the competition. You 
need at least 5 sets of beads to challenge a teacher. 
If you do not want to be in the competition, you 
should not take a set of beads from your Advisory 
teacher. If you have beads, you cannot say no if 
another student challenges you. The final rounds 
will take place during the SSP time today! May the 
best rock, Paper, Scissor player win! 

●​ Today is a lunchtime drawing! Make sure your 
tickets are all submitted for a chance to win! 

●​ Sparty says to raise your hand during class- then 
everyone has a chance to participate! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen.  

●​ Qotd: "Do not set aside your happiness. Do not wait to 
be happy in the future. The best time to be happy is 
always now." -Roy Bennett 

 
Thursday, December 7 

●​ 8th grade boys volleyball tryouts start the 2nd day 
we get back from Winter Break. Sign up information 
outside of Mr. Cunningham's room, room 110. 

●​ Yesterday was a great day in the change challenge 
but lets see if we can finish this competition off 
strong.  Today is the last day of the change 
competition.  Quarters are +25 points and 
everything else is negative.  A lot of movement can 



still happen and the winning advisory in each 
lunch period will win a ice cream sundae party.  
Winners will be announced during tomorrows SSP 
competition. In 4A lunch, Ms. Henry is in the lead 
with 0 points and everyone else has negative points. 
In 4B lunch, Ms. Hickey is in the lead with 432 points 
but Mr. Vidovic/Cummings is close behind with 277 
points.  Mr. Justis is in third place with 140 points. 
In 5A lunch there was been a shift in the 
leaderboard and Ms. Geist is currently in the lead 
with 2,432 points.  Mrs. O'Kelly is in 2nd place with 
806 points and Ms. McJoynt, Mrs. Kapust, and Mt. 
Klebenow is in third with 647 points. In 5B lunch, 
Mahay is in the lead with 1,715 points.  Mrs. 
Barnes-Hartigan and Mr. Barnes are in 2nd place 
with 459 points and Mr. Siemek is in third with 447 
points. Detailed results can be found in the grade 
level Google Classrooms or in the lunch room. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Students, a new hallway pass form was posted in 
your grade-level Google Classrooms 2 days ago. That 
is the form you should be using if you leave your 
classroom. The old form is no longer usable. If you 
have the old one bookmarked, please delete that and 
add the new one instead.  

●​ Make sure to submit your raffle tickets for the 
drawing tomorrow! 

●​ Sparty says use appropriate language in class. We 
want everyone to feel welcome and comfortable in   
the building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  



●​ Qotd: "Happiness consists more in small 
conveniences or pleasures that occur every day, 
than in great pieces of good fortune that happen 
but seldom to a man in the course of his life." 
-Benjamin Franklin 

 
Wednesday, December 6 

●​ Improv Club will be meeting today, after school, 
until 4 p.m. Meet in room 102. All are welcome! 

●​ 8th grade boys volleyball tryouts start the 2nd day 
we get back from Winter Break. Sign up information 
outside of Mr. Cunningham's room, room 110. 

●​ Herrick Wrestlers, today is your final meet against 
O'Neil. Meet in the small gym after school, good luck 
everyone! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ More lost items from the locker rooms have been 
added to the lost and found tables in front of the 
office. The tables will remain up through 
Wednesday, December 6. Please stop by to see if any 
of the items belong to you. 

●​ Sparty says to charge your chromebook this 
weekend so it’s ready to go on Monday! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today.  

●​ Qotd: "For every minute you are angry you lose sixty 
seconds of happiness." -Ralph Waldo Emerson 



 
Tuesday, December 5 

●​ More lost items from the locker rooms have been 
added to the lost and found tables in front of the 
office. The tables will remain up through 
Wednesday, December 6. Please stop by to see if any 
of the items belong to you. 

●​ Mrs. Daca's classes need to bring headphones to 
class today. 

●​ Herrick Wrestlers, there IS practice today! See you 
in the small gym after school! 

●​ Today is the 2nd day of the change challenge and 
any nickel in your container will give you +5 points.  
All other change will be negative points and a 
sabotage towards other advisories.  Currently all 
8th grade advisories are tied for last place - but 
hopefully someone will step up today.  In 5A lunch, 
McJoynt, Kapust, and Klebenows advisory is 
currently in the lead with 200 points! In 5B lunch, 
there are 5 advisories who are currently tied with 
zero points.  The advisories who have the most 
points at the end of lunch on Thursday will win an 
ice cream sundae party next week!  Also, a portion of 
the proceeds from this event will be donated to a 
local organization. 

●​ The student council executive board and committee 
chairs will be meeting after school today in Mrs. 
Atkins room. 

●​ Our next service squad meeting will be Thursday, 
December 14th in Mrs. Hahns room - anyone is 
welcome to join! 

●​ Unplugged will not meet today. See you on 12/19! 
●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 

today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 



will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to have your class materials ready to go 
at the start of class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: "Count your age by friends, not years. Count 
your life by smiles, not tears." -John Lennon 

 
Monday, December 4 

●​ More lost items from the locker rooms have been 
added to the lost and found tables in front of the 
office. The tables will remain up through 
Wednesday, December 6. Please stop by to see if any 
of the items belong to you. 

●​ 8th grade girls basketball tryouts begin tomorrow 
morning at 6:30am. Please do not arrive earlier than 
6:15am. 

●​ Today is the first day of student councils Advisory 
Change challenge!  During lunch, bring your change 
to the stage and decide if you are going to earn your 
advisory points or sabotage other advisories.  The 
winning advisories by the end of lunch on Thursday 
will earn an ice cream sundae party.   

●​ Tuesday after school there will be a student 
council officer and committee chair meeting in Mrs. 
Atkins room.  

●​ Attention Herrick Wrestlers: This will be our last 
week of Wrestling Intramurals! Tuesday we will 
have practice as normal, Wednesday we will be 
going to O'Neil to have our second meet vs them, and 
we will finish the season with a pizza party on 
Thursday! 



●​ Sparty says to respect the building! We should all 
work together to make Herrick a clean and inviting 
place for all! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile because it 
happened.” -Dr. Seuss 

 
 
Friday, December 1 

●​ On Monday, student council is hosting their next 
advisory competition, the Spartan Change Challenge.  
During this competition bring in your change to 
either help your advisory earn points or to 
sabotage other advisories.  This competition will 
run from Monday - Thursday and all money will be 
collected during lunch periods.  At the end of the 
competition, the advisory in each lunch period with 
the most points will earn an ice cream sundae party 
to help celebrate our cold temperatures.  On 
Monday, bring in your pennies if you want to help 
your advisory and bring in any other change if you 
want to set a team back with a sabotage.  A flyer 
with more information can be found in the grade 
level google classrooms or in your advisory 
teachers mailbox. 

●​ Girls basketball tryouts are coming up! 8th grade 
tryouts begin Tuesday, December 5th, at 6:30am. 7th 
grade tryouts begin Thursday, December 14th, at 
6:30am. Make sure to sign up and turn in your 
Student Agreement Form and Sports Physical before 
tryouts! See Mr. Cole (7th grade coach) or Mrs. 
Gillette (8th grade coach) with any questions. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 



interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout.  

●​ The farewell tour continued last night as boys 
basketball faced off against Westlake. 7th grade 
topped a previously unbeaten Westlake to give them 
their first loss of the year. 8th grade won their 
game convincingly, leading by double digits the 
whole way. 

●​ Please check the lost and found table just outside 
the main office to see if any of the items belong to 
you. The table will be up through this week. 

●​ Sparty says be safe in the hallway! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen.  
●​ Qotd: "The best way to cheer yourself is to try to 

cheer someone else up." -Mark Twain 
 
Thursday, November 30 

●​ Boys basketball won both games last night against 
our rivals O'Neill. 7th grade used great shooting and 
man to man defense to win by double digits. 8th 
grade won in which all 12 players played and now 
both O'Neill and Herrick are tied for first with a 
record of 6-1. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout. 

●​ Tomorrow marks an electrifying Spirit Day, and 
student council wants the entire school to light up 
the halls with vibrant energy! Wear your boldest 



and brightest neon attire to showcase our 
collective spirit and unity. Let's turn Friday into a 
neon explosion and make our school shine like 
never before – because together, we glow stronger! 

●​ On Monday, student council is hosting their next 
advisory competition, the Spartan Change Challenge.  
During this competition bring in your change to 
either help your advisory earn points or to 
sabotage other advisories.  This competition will 
run from Monday - Thursday and all money will be 
collected during lunch periods.  At the end of the 
competition, the advisory in each lunch period with 
the most points will earn an ice cream sundae party 
to help celebrate our cold temperatures.  On 
Monday, bring in your pennies if you want to help 
your advisory and bring in any other change if you 
want to set a team back with a sabotage.  A flyer 
with more information can be found in the grade 
level google classrooms or in your advisory 
teachers mailbox. 

●​ Attention Chess Club Members.  Chess Club will be 
meeting today immediately after school, until 4:00, 
in Room 108. 

●​ Girls basketball tryouts are coming up! 8th grade 
tryouts begin Tuesday, December 5th, at 6:30am. 7th 
grade tryouts begin Thursday, December 14th, at 
6:30am. Make sure to sign up and turn in your 
Student Agreement Form and Sports Physical before 
tryouts! See Mr. Cole (7th grade coach) or Mrs. 
Gillette (8th grade coach) with any questions. 

●​ Please check the lost and found table just outside 
the main office to see if any of the items belong to 
you. The table will be up through this week. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 



time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says having your assignments complete for 
class is the Spartan way! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  

●​ Qotd: "Happiness is a state of mind. It's just 
according to the way you look at things." -Walt 
Disney 

 
Wednesday, November 29 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys.. The boys volleyball 
season will begin after winter break. If you are 
interesting in trying out, please visit the volleyball 
page of Mr. Siemek's website to complete the tryout 
form. Stop by Mr. Siemek's classroom if you have any 
questions or need help signing up to tryout. 

●​ Please check the lost and found table just outside 
the main office to see if any of the items belong to 
you. The table will be up through this week. 

●​ Sparty says to get things done (like going to your 
locker or the bathroom) during passing periods. This 
will maximize your time in class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ Qotd: “They say a person needs just three things to 
be truly happy in this world: Someone to love, 
something to do, and something to hope for." -Tom 
Bodett 

 
Tuesday, November 28 

●​ Please check the lost and found table just outside 
the main office to see if any of the items belong to 
you. The table will be up through this week. 



●​ Support the Chicago Bulls tomorrow by wearing any 
basketball gear. 

●​ Our next student council meeting is Tuesday, 
November 28th.  Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Guitar Club meets again Wed after school in room 
202 

●​ Herrick Wrestlers - please meet in the small gym 
with all of your belongings after school for our 
meet against O'Neil 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to participate in group projects. When 
everyone works together the result is better! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: “I have chosen to be happy because it is good 
for my health.” -Voltaire 

 
Monday, November 27 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Our next student council meeting is Tuesday, 
November 28th.  Anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Sparty says to be organized! Keep your binder and 
planner up to date! 



●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “Be kind whenever possible. It is always 
possible.” -Dalai Lama 

 
Tuesday, November 21 

●​ Girls basketball tryouts are coming up. 7th graders 
interested in trying out, sign up with Mr. Cole. 8th 
graders interested in trying out, sign up with Mrs. 
Gillette. Make sure to turn in your forms prior to 
tryouts. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks to be ready! 

●​ Sparty says he’s grateful for all of you! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen.  
●​ Qotd: “Happiness doesn't depend on any external 

conditions, it is governed by our mental attitude.” 
-Dale Carnegie 

 
Monday, November 20 

●​ Girls basketball tryouts are coming up. 7th graders 
interested in trying out, sign up with Mr. Cole. 8th 
graders interested in trying out, sign up with Mrs. 
Gillette. Make sure to turn in your forms prior to 
tryouts. 

●​ We need to keep our building clean! This is a group 
effort! We cannot be making messes on purpose. 
Putting trash around the bathroom, deodorant on 
lockers, or messes on tables in the lunchroom 
should not be happening. We need to share this 
building with one another, and we want to be good 
citizens and clean up after ourselves and not make 



messes on purpose that someone else needs to clean 
up. 

●​ Our next focus is to be respectful. Make respectful 
choices before and after break! 

●​ Sparty says to have Spartan PRIDE in all areas of the 
building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  

●​ Qotd: “Don't wait around for other people to be 
happy for you. Any happiness you get you've got to 
make yourself.” - Alice Walker 

 
Friday, November 17 

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students: 
Please bring earphones to class today. 

●​ Get all of your raffle tickets submitted for today’s 
lunchtime drawing! 

●​ Sparty says pay attention to all directions in class! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

respectful around the building today.  
●​ Qotd: “The most worth-while thing is to try to put 

happiness into the lives of others.” -Robert 
Baden-Powell 

 
Thursday, November 16 

●​ Wear your best flannel tomorrow in support of Fall 
Flannel Friday! 

●​ Attention Chess Club Members.  Chess Club will be 
meeting today immediately after school, until 4:00, 
in Room 108. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
to be ready! 



●​ Make sure to submit your raffle tickets before 
tomorrow’s drawing! 

●​ Sparty says be courteous of everyone! Everyone is 
trying their best! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: “It is not how much we have, but how much we 
enjoy, that makes happiness.” - Charles Spurgeon 

 
Wednesday, November 15 

●​ Today is Education Support Professionals Day.  On 
this day, student council on behalf of all of the 
students and teachers of Herrick, would like to 
recognize and honor the education support 
professionals here at Herrick.  When we think of 
education support, teachers come to mind first. In 
reality, there’s an army of people supporting us 
every step of the way. They’re employees who work 
long hours, navigating multiple bus routes, tending 
lovingly to cuts and scrapes, repairing school 
buildings, keeping classrooms clean, and preparing 
healthy meals for students. Whether inside or 
outside classrooms, these incredible people are 
sources of emotional and social support to children 
and teachers. Their efforts often go unrecognized. 
But without them, the education system would fall 
apart.  We would like to thank the following 
Herrick Education Support Professionals  

●​ - Nurse Kellam and Nurse McGarry 
●​ - Our secretaries Mrs. Russ, Mrs. Skibbe, and Mrs. 

Anaya 
●​ - Our instructional assistants, Ms. Foley, Mrs. Ilic, 

Ms. Palmer, and Ms. Honn 
●​ - Our custodians - Ms. Honiotes, Mr. Rosado, Mr. 

Woolford, and Mr. Schmidt  



●​ - Our Bus Drivers 
●​ - And our incredible lunchroom staff 
●​ If you see any of these individuals today, please give 

them a heartfelt thank you for all of the 
wonderful work they do at Herrick. 

●​ Tomorrow is National PJ Day!  Help student council 
celebrate this day by wearing your most 
comfortable school appropriate pajamas. 

●​ The Improv Club will be meeting on today 
(Wednesday, November 15th). Please meet in room 102 
after school. All are welcome. 

●​ There will be no FACS Club today after school. Be on 
the look out for an email from Mrs. O'Kelly with the 
new date. 

●​ Sparty says to sit with new people. We can all use 
more friends! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “We need to remember what's important in life: 
friends, waffles, work. Or waffles, friends, work. 
Doesn't matter, but work is third.” ― Leslie Knope 

 
Tuesday, November 14 

●​ Guitar Club starts this Wednesday after school in 
room 202. Guitar Club.  Wednesday.  After school.  
Room 202.  Bring your guitar, bring a friend and 
bring your rockin’ attitude.  If you are interested in 
attending, but cannot make it this time, please check 
in with Mr. Swanstrom in room 202 for information.  

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 



●​ Sparty says accept others for who they are. 
Everyone is unique and that is something to be 
celebrated! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen.  

●​ Qotd: “Encourage yourself, believe in yourself, and 
love yourself. Never doubt who you are.” — 
Stephanie LaHart 

 
Monday, November 13 

●​ Guitar Club starts this Wednesday after school in 
room 202.  Guitar Club.  Wednesday.  After school.  
Room 202.  Bring your guitar, bring a friend and 
bring your rockin’ attitude.  If you are interested in 
attending, but cannot make it this time, please check 
in with Mr. Swanstrom in room 202 for information.  

●​ Sra. Taylor's students: Bring headphones to Spanish 
class today. 

●​ Sparty says to use appropriate language in all areas 
of the building, including the hallway and 
cafeteria! We don’t want to use words that make 
others uncomfortable- it’s not the Spartan way! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  

●​ Qotd: “Real change, enduring change, happens one 
step at a time.” — Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

 

Friday, November 10 
●​ Herrick Service Squad and Student Council would 

like to thank everyone who brought in candy and 
participated in our Halloween Candy Collection 
Drive.  Overall our school collected 285.6 pounds of 
candy!!!  This candy will be donated to local 
organizations including Toys for Tots. The Advisories 
who brought in the most candy and who have 



earned an advantage in the next SSP competition. 
The 4A winner with 14.5 pounds of candy collected 
is Ms. Frales advisory. The 4B winner with 16 pounds 
of candy collected is Mrs. Rinaldi and Ms. 
Tartagliones advisory. The 5A winner with 18 
pounds of candy collected is Ms. Forests advisory. 5B 
was a tight race because they alone collected over 
100 pounds of candy!  The 5B winner with 24 pounds 
of candy collected is Mrs. OKelly. Thank you for 
everyone who participated and brought in their 
candy.  We will be communicating with winners 
about their prize and advantage next week. 

●​ The flags in front of the building honor the brave 
men and women who have served in the military. 
Today take a moment to think about all the 
sacrifices that are made by service members and 
their families.  Today we honor them and all that 
they have given. “This nation will remain the land 
of the free only so long as it is home of the brave. “  
The flags will be on display all weekend, stop by 
and look for the names of the people you are 
honoring, take a picture to share on social media, 
and be sure to say thank you to service members. 

●​ Last night the boys basketball team faced off 
against the Westlake Wildcats. The 8th grade team 
got off to a slow start, but rallied in the second 
half to pull away with a convincing victory.  When 
the 7th grade team took the floor, you would’ve 
thought they stepped onto the set of Space Jam and 
their opponent was the Westlake Mon-stars. While 
they faced a large oponent, the 7th grade team did 
not back down.  In the end they fell a little short 
of victory, losing 33-40.  The team was led by the 
outside shooting of Owen Torres and the aggressive 
drives to the basket by Charlie Kohman. 



●​ Mrs. Daca's Social Studies classes need to bring 
headphones to class today. 

●​ Sparty says acknowledge the personal space of 
others, especially in the hallway!  

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ Qotd: “Life shrinks or expands in proportion to one’s 
courage.” — Anais Nin 

 
Thursday, November 9 

●​ Tomorrow is Veterans Day. Veterans Day pays tribute 
to all American veterans – both living and dead – 
and gives thanks to veterans who served their 
country honorably. Please help us honor our 
Veterans by wearing red, white, or blue tomorrow. 

●​ Our next Service Squad meeting is Thursday after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Please join us as we 
weigh candy from the Halloween Candy Collection 
Competition.  We also will be making Holiday cards 
for veterans in hospice.  Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ There are flag football intramurals today after 
school. Please meet between the two gyms for 
attendance. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says to follow classroom expectations. This 
helps each class be a comfortable space for 
everyone! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: “Destiny is a name often given in retrospect to 
choices that had dramatic consequences.” — J.K. 
Rowling 



 
Wednesday, November 8 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 
toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 
collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Our next Service Squad meeting is Thursday after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Please join us as we 
weigh candy from the Halloween Candy Collection 
Competition.  We also will be making Holiday cards 
for veterans in hospice.  Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ Sparty says be kind to everyone you meet 
throughout your day! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “Forget about what you have to do for a second. 
How do you want to be for today?” — Jane Scudder 

 
Tuesday, November 7 



●​ Calling all students, staff, and basketball fans - 
mark your calendars because the 7th and 8th-grade 
boys basketball games are about to bring the house 
down! You won't want to miss this thrilling 
match-up between our very own Spartans and their 
fierce rivals, the Senators. So, what are you waiting 
for? Put on your school colors, grab your foam 
fingers, and join us in the gym today at 4:00 pm for 
an action-packed basketball game that will leave 
you on the edge of your seat! But wait!  There is 
more! Student council is hosting a half-court shot 
competition during halftime of the 8th-grade game. 
Raffle are $1 and if your name gets pulled you get a 
chance to make a half-court shot to win a gift card. 
Don't miss your shot at glory and the chance to win 
a fantastic gift card for just $1. Gather your 
friends, perfect your aim, and join us for an 
unforgettable half-court shot competition! Let's 
make this game a night to remember. See you there, 
and let's cheer for victory! 🎉🏀 

●​ Are you interested in making mini pumpkin pies? If 
so, the first FACS Club sign up sheet is ready to go! 
See Mrs. O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 
collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Our next student council is today after school in 
Mrs. Atkins room. Anyone is welcome to join! 



●​ Our next Service Squad meeting is Thursday after 
school in Mrs. Hahns room.  Please join us as we 
weigh candy from the Halloween Candy Collection 
Competition.  We also will be making Holiday cards 
for veterans in hospice.  Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ There are flag football intramurals after school 
today. Please meet between the two gyms for 
attendance. 

●​ Girls basketball tryouts are coming up. 7th grade 
girls interested in trying out, please sign up with 
Mr. Cole. 8th grade girls interested in trying out, 
please sign up with Mrs. Gillette. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says put forth your best effort on every 
assignment. Every assignment helps you get better! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen.  

●​ Qotd: “Being your true self is the most effective 
formula for success there is.” — Danielle LaPorte 

 
Monday, November 6 

●​ Are you interested in making mini pumpkin pies? If 
so, the first FACS Club sign up sheet is ready to go! 
See Mrs. O'Kelly with any questions. 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 



collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Our next student council is Tuesday, November  7th 
after school in Mrs. Atkins room. Anyone is welcome 
to join! 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th Grade Social Studies students need to 
bring headphones to class today. 

●​ We are noticing some bathroom behaviors that do 
not align with our Spartan Expectations. We need to 
respect the bathroom and throw trash in a trash 
can. We also need to be respectful of the staff who 
clean the bathroom and not tear down signs or 
misuse the items in the bathroom. If this continues, 
consequences will be given to the students who are 
doing this and bathrooms may need to close.  

●​ Our next focus is on being safe. Be safe as you move 
throughout your day! 

●​ Sparty says to complete all class assignments! They 
help prepare you for assessments and topics later 
in the year! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  

●​ Qotd: “Don’t ask if your dream is crazy, ask if it’s 
crazy enough.” — Lena Waithe 

 
Friday, November 3 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 



collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Spanish students in Sra. Taylor and Sra. Smith's 
classes. Bring pencil pouches to room 215 today. 
Remember to leave your binders in your lockers. 

●​ Last night the boys basketball teams began their 
farewell tour of the DMVA conference in a matchup 
against Marquardt. 8th grade overcame a poor 
shooting night by relying on their defense and 
passing to win the first game of the season against 
Marquardt.  In the second game, the 7th grade team 
also struggled from the field, but they stayed 
composed and were able to fight off a last-minute 
effort by Marquardt in order to win the first game.  
The 7th grade team was led by the free throw 
shooting of Lucas Yoho and the dribble penetration 
of Ben Essingler. 

●​ All cheerleaders, there will be cheerleading 
practice this afternoon in the Cafeteria until 
4:30pm. See you there! 

●​ Our next student council is Tuesday, November  7th 
after school in Mrs. Atkins room. Anyone is welcome 
to join! 

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students: 
Please bring a free choice reading book to class 
today. 

●​ Students, we are starting to see an increase in 
hallway behaviors, particularly students pushing or 
shoving each other. We know the hallways are 
crowded, so everyone needs to work on keeping 
their hands to themselves. We need everyone to 
work together to be safe in all parts of the 
building. 

●​ Today is a drawing day! Make sure all of your raffle 
tickets are submitted! 



●​ Sparty says charging your chromebook each night is 
the Spartan way! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today.  

●​ Qotd: “The most effective way to do is to do it.” — 
Amelia Earhart 

 
Thursday, November 2 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 
collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Get all of your raffle tickets in for tomorrow’s 
drawing! 

●​ Sparty says participate in group discussions. 
Everyone’s voice is important and deserves to be 
heard! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today. 

●​ Qotd: “I didn’t get there by wishing for it or hoping 
for it, but by working for it.” — Estée Lauder 

 
Wednesday, November 1 



●​ Improv Club will be meeting today, Wednesday, 
November 1st, after school until 4 p.m. We will be in 
room 102. All are welcome! 

●​ Attention guitar players of all abilities and 
interests, Guitar Club is starting soon on November 
15th.  And will meet every other week for most of 
the rest of the year. Guitar Club is a great 
opportunity to hang out with other guitar players, 
learn some new songs, and pick up new techniques.  
On every other Wednesday after school starting 
November 15th, join your fellow guitar players in 
room 202.  Bring your guitar, bring a friend and 
bring your rockin’ attitude. See Mr. Swanstrom in 
room 202 with any questions. 

●​ Do you have any Halloween candy you dont want? If 
so, consider bringing it in and donating it.  Student 
Council and Service Squad are having a Halloween 
Candy Collection where the candy will be donated 
to local groups including nursing homes, veterans, 
and hospitals.  Bring any candy that you dont want 
in to your advisory teacher between now and 
November 9th.  The advisory with the most  candy 
collected will earn a prize and an advantage in the 
next SSP competition. 

●​ Sparty says make eye contact with speakers. It lets 
them know you are hearing them! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “I really think a champion is defined not by 
their wins but by how they can recover when they 
fall.” — Serena Williams 

 
Tuesday, October 31 

●​ Happy Halloween Spartans! You may have noticed a 
lot of Barbies and Kens around the building today. 



We want everyone to join in the holiday fun so your 
advisory teacher will hand out Bingo sheets to your 
class. Your task, should you choose to accept it, is to 
get the initials of all of the Barbies and Kens on 
your sheet. You need to find the Barbie or Ken name 
on your sheet and ask the staff member to initial 
your page. If you fill in your entire card, bring it to 
the main office by the end of the school day. You 
will receive a small prize for turning it in, and also 
be entered into a raffle for a larger prize! And if 
you have “Astronaut Barbie” on your sheet, that is a 
free space! 

●​ Attention guitar players of all abilities and 
interests, Guitar Club is starting soon.  Originally, 
Guitar Club was supposed to start on November 1st, 
but with it being the day after Halloween and some 
uncertainties regarding Mr. Swanstrom’s 
attendance that day, it will start on November 15th.  
And will meet every other week for most of the 
rest of the year. Guitar Club is a great opportunity 
to hang out with other guitar players, learn some 
new songs, and pick up new techniques.  On every 
other Wednesday after school starting November 
15th, join your fellow guitar players in room 202.  
Bring your guitar, bring a friend and bring your 
rockin’ attitude. See Mr. Swanstrom in room 202 
with any questions. 

●​ The Student Support Room (SSR) will be closed today 
after school. Again, there will not be any Student 
Support Room today. 

●​ Sparty says Boo! Happy Halloween! 
●​ All students need their Chromebooks for P.E. today! 
●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 

how you can make that happen.  



●​ Qotd: “You can’t use up creativity. The more you use, 
the more you have.” — Maya Angelou 

 
Monday, October 30 

●​ Hello Spartans! We will be having a costume 
competition this year on Halloween! You must 
follow all of the costume rules that were laid out 
in the Google Classroom costume announcement. We 
will be giving a prize to the Best Costume during 
each SSP assembly. During the competition, all 
students in costume will come down to the gym 
floor and the teachers will determine the Best 
Costume. That person will win a Spook-Tacular prize! 
See Mrs. Inglima if you have any questions. 

●​ Attention guitar players of all abilities and 
interests, Guitar Club is starting soon.  Originally, 
Guitar Club was supposed to start on November 1st, 
but with it being the day after Halloween and some 
uncertainties regarding Mr. Swanstrom’s 
attendance that day, it will start on November 15th.  
And will meet every other week for most of the 
rest of the year. Guitar Club is a great opportunity 
to hang out with other guitar players, learn some 
new songs, and pick up new techniques.  On every 
other Wednesday after school starting November 
15th, join your fellow guitar players in room 202.  
Bring your guitar, bring a friend and bring your 
rockin’ attitude. See Mr. Swanstrom in room 202 
with any questions. 

●​ Herrick Wrestlers, be sure to check Google 
Classroom and fill out the form that was posted. 

●​ Sparty says fill out your assignment notebook to 
keep track of all your work! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  



●​ Qotd: “I don’t like to gamble, but if there’s one thing 
I’m willing to bet on, it’s myself.” — Beyoncé 

 

Friday, October 27 
●​ Sra. Taylor's students. Bring headphones to Spanish 

class today. 
●​ Today is the last day to turn in submissions for the 

PTA Reflection Art Program. This year's theme is "I 
am Hopeful Because...". Please turn all submissions 
into the main office. 

●​ As Advisory classes are finalizing Halloween door 
decorations, PLEASE be respectful and DO NOT touch 
them! Students have put a lot of effort into them 
and they are for all of us to enjoy. 

●​ Attention guitar players of all abilities and 
interests, Guitar Club is starting soon.  Originally, 
Guitar Club was supposed to start on November 1st, 
but with it being the day after Halloween and some 
uncertainties regarding Mr. Swanstrom’s 
attendance that day, it will start on November 15th.  
And will meet every other week for most of the 
rest of the year. Guitar Club is a great opportunity 
to hang out with other guitar players, learn some 
new songs, and pick up new techniques.  On every 
other Wednesday after school starting November 
15th, join your fellow guitar players in room 202.  
Bring your guitar, bring a friend and bring your 
rockin’ attitude. See Mr. Swanstrom in room 202 
with any questions. 

●​ Please remember all Halloween door decorations 
need to be finalized by this afternoon.  Student 
council understands that there hasn't been a ton 
of time to decorate your door so please just do your 
best.  Judging will occur on Monday and winners 



will be announced during next Tuesdays SSP 
competition. 

●​ Sparty says clean up after yourself at lunch! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

respectful around the building today.  
●​ Qotd: “You have to be willing to get happy about 

nothing.” ―Andy Warhol 
 
Thursday, October 26 

●​ Wrestling Practice will be from 3:20 - 4:10 in the 
small gym. If you plan on attending please submit 
your attendance form BEFORE you get to practice. 

●​ Hello Spartans! We want to remind you about the 
costume competition this year on Halloween! You 
must follow all of the costume rules that were 
laid out in the Google Classroom costume 
announcement. We will be giving a prize to the Best 
Costume during each SSP assembly. During the 
competition, all students in costume will come 
down to the gym floor and the teachers will 
determine the Best Costume. That person will win a 
Spook-Tacular prize! See Mrs. Inglima if you have any 
questions. 

●​ As Advisory classes are finalizing Halloween door 
decorations, PLEASE be respectful and DO NOT touch 
them! Students have puit a lot of effort into them 
and they are for all of us to enjoy. 

●​ Are you interested in cooking and eating after 
school? If so, come to the informational meeting 
about FACS Club on Thursday after school until 3:45 
in room 213. If you can't make it stop by and see Mrs. 
O'Kelly. 

●​ Attention Chess Club Members.  Chess Club will be 
meeting today immediately after school in Mr. 



Barnas's classroom, room 108. We look forward to 
seeing all members there. 

●​ Please remember all Halloween door decorations 
need to be finalized by Friday afternoon.  Student 
council understands that there hasn't been a ton 
of time to decorate your door so please just do your 
best.  Judging will occur on Monday and winners 
will be announced during next Tuesdays SSP 
competition. 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Sparty says being driven is the Spartan way! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today.  
●​ Qotd: “The secret of a happy life is respect. Respect 

for yourself and respect for others.” ―Ayad Akhtar 
 
Wednesday, October 25 

●​ Wrestling Practice will be from 3:20 - 4:10 in the 
small gym. If you plan on attending please submit 
your attendance form BEFORE you get to practice. 

●​ As Advisory classes are finalizing Halloween door 
decorations, PLEASE be respectful and DO NOT touch 
them! Students have puit a lot of effort into them 
and they are for all of us to enjoy. 

●​ Are you interested in cooking and eating after 
school? If so, come to the informational meeting 
about FACS Club on Thursday after school until 3:45 
in room 213. If you can't make it stop by and see Mrs. 
O'Kelly. 

●​ Sparty says to plan ahead! Use the time in advisory 
to plan long-term assignments in your planner! 



●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “If you want to find happiness, find gratitude.” 
―Steve Maraboli 

 
Tuesday, October 24 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on Khan Academy.  YOu 
will not have time for homework today.  Bring your 
chromebooks and be ready! 

●​ Just a quick reminder that the PTA Reflections art 
contest deadline is Friday October 27th. Entry forms 
and instructions were recently passed out during 
lunch, but more forms are available in the front 
office if you're interested. Please read all 
instructions carefully, as each art category has 
specific submission requirements. Please turn in 
your entries at the front office on or before 
October 27 - each entry must include the work of 
art that you are submitting and a completed 
student entry form. If your art is in a digital 
format, please submit it on a USB thumb drive in an 
envelope with your entry form. 

●​ Wrestling Practice will be from 3:20 - 4:10 in the 
small gym. If you plan on attending please submit 
your attendance form BEFORE you get to practice. 

●​ Our next student council meeting is today after 
school. We will be meeting in Ms. Daca’s room,       
anyone is welcome to join. 

●​ Students, we will be starting a Get One, Give One 
practice with raffle tickets. If you earn a raffle 
ticket, you may get another ticket to give to a staff 
member that you see being respectful, responsible, 
and safe. We want to recognize all members of our 
spartan community who are exhibiting the expected 



behaviors. You won’t always get a second ticket to 
pass on, but if you do, it will be labeled “Staff” so 
you know who to give it to. Let’s recognize all of the 
great behavior we are seeing at Herrick this year! 

●​ Sparty says to ask questions when you don’t 
understand something. Asking questions helps you 
be more prepared! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen.  

●​ Qotd: “Happiness doesn’t come from achievements, or 
money, or any sort of treasure. Happiness is a frame 
of mind, not a destination. It’s appreciating what 
you’ve got and building relationships with those 
around you.” ―Janette Rallison 

 
Monday, October 23 

●​ Hello Spartans! We will be having a costume 
competition this year on Halloween! You must 
follow all of the costume rules that were laid out 
in the Google Classroom costume announcement. We 
will be giving a prize to the Best Costume during 
each SSP assembly. During the competition, all 
students in costume will come down to the gym 
floor and the teachers will determine the Best 
Costume. That person will win a Spook-Tacular prize! 
See Mrs. Inglima if you have any questions. 

●​ We are focusing on being responsible for the next 
few weeks. Make responsible choices! 

●​ Sparty says try your best in all subjects. We only 
learn by trying! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today.  

●​ Qotd: “Some day you will find out that there is far 
more happiness in another’s happiness than in your 
own.” ―Honoré de Balzac 



 
 

Friday, October 20 
●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in Herrick 

Pride Day. Student council asked our principals why 
they love Herrick and Dr. Norman stated that we 
have an amazing student body, incredible teachers, 
and a supportive community.  He stated that we have 
everything we need to be successful and have fun.   
Mrs. Inglima stated that the students are great and 
so is the staff- the overall feeling of community is 
very strong!  Mrs. Novotny stated that she loves 
Herrick because our students are the best!    

●​ One of the reasons student council members love 
Herrick is because of the amazing leadership.  On 
behalf of all of the students and staff during 
Principals Appreciation week, the student council 
would like to thank Dr. Norman, Mrs. Inglima, and 
Mrs. Novotny for all of their long hours and hard 
work!  We appreciate all you do for us, and we have 
enjoyed celebrating Principal’s Appreciation week! 

●​ The student council door decoration competition 
has begun and all doors should be completed by 
Friday, October 27th so winners can be announced 
during the SSP competition on Halloween.  Your 
Halloween door needs to include your advisory 
mascot, teacher, or the Spartan logo. 

●​ Help student council celebrate National Croc day by 
wearing your favorite crocs on Monday or by 
dressing like a crocodile! 

●​ Make sure your raffle tickets are all submitted for 
today’s drawing! 

●​ 8th grade boys basketball- reminder- no practice 
today 



●​ A BIG congratulations to both the 7th and 8th grade 
girls volleyball teams on a fantastic season. The 
7th grade team finished the season 8-2. Last night 
they traveled to Westlake to play a tight back and 
forth match. However the girls came out on top 
winning both the conference championship and the 
playoff championship. The 8th grade girls finished 
the season with a perfect 10-0 record. Last night 
they played Westlake at home and dominated the 
game from start to finish. The 8th grades season 
long domination lead to them winning both the 
conference championship and the playoff 
championship. 

●​ Sparty says to not spray perfume or cologne in the 
hallway.  

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible around the building today.  

●​ Qotd: “Why should we build our happiness on the 
opinions of others, when we can find it in our own 
hearts?” ―Jean-Jacques Rousseau 

 
Thursday, October 19 

●​ Teachers and Students, please remember during SSP 
today you will be working on iXL.  YOu will not have 
time for homework today.  Bring your chromebooks 
and be ready! 

●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in Dream 
Vacation Day! Dr. Norman’s dream vacation would be 
to go to Europe, Mrs. Inglima would like to go to 
Italy, and Mrs. Novotny would like to go to Australia.   
Tomorrow, join us in celebrating our last spirit day, 
Herrick Pride Day, by wearing your Herrick gear! 

●​ Herrick Service Squad is asking for your help.  We 
are helping the Downers Grove Public Library keep 
their cupboard filled by holding our own food and 



toiletries collection drive at Herrick.  This is an 
ongoing drive for the entire year so please consider 
bringing in unexpired canned food, instant food,  
granola bars, dried food and nuts, or toiletries.  
There will be collection boxes outside Mrs. Hahn's 
and Mrs. Atkins rooms for the entire school year. 

●​ Make sure all of your raffle tickets are submitted 
for the drawing tomorrow! 

●​ Sparty says clean up after yourself at lunch! 
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

inclusive today.  
●​ Qotd: “Do not look for happiness outside yourself. 

The awakened seek happiness inside.” ―Peter Deunov 
 
Wednesday, October 18 

●​ Congratulations to both 7th and 8th grade girls 
volleyball teams on their semi-final wins 
yesterday.  7th grade defeated Glen Crest in 2 games 
and will play for the championship at Westlake on 
Thursday.  8th grade defeated Marquardt in 2 games 
and will play for the championship here at Herrick 
on Thursday against Westlake.  It would be great to 
pack the gym on Thursday for the championship 
match, hope to see you there! 

●​ Just a quick reminder that the PTA Reflections art 
contest deadline is Friday October 27th. Entry forms 
and instructions were recently passed out during 
lunch, but more forms are available in the front 
office if you're interested. Please read all 
instructions carefully, as each art category has 
specific submission requirements. Please turn in 
your entries at the front office on or before 
October 27 - each entry must include the work of 
art that you are submitting and a completed 
student entry form. If your art is in a digital 



format, please submit it on a USB thumb drive in an 
envelope with your entry form. 

●​The Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, 

October 18th in room 102. The club starts after 
school until 4pm. All are welcome! 

●​ Come paint PRIDE pumpkins with PRISM club this 
Thursday. We will meet in the art room. Sign up on 
the PRISM Google Classroom if you plan to attend.  

●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in Dress 
Like A Principal or Teacher Day!   Dr. Norman decided 
to become a principal because he wanted to provide 
opportunities for students and the school 
community to meet their potential. Mrs. Novotny 
decided to be an assistant principal because she 
wanted to have a positive impact on students and 
staff.  Mrs. Inglima decided to be an assistant 
principal so she could help students grow, even 
outside the classroom.  We are so happy they all 
decided to become an administrator because they 
are making Herrick a great place to go to school!   
Tomorrow, help us celebrate Principal’s Appreciation 
week by dressing for your dream vacation! 

●​ Remember to harness your inner Wednesday Addams, 
ghost, or goblin to start decorating your advisory 
door.  The student council door decoration 
competition has begun and all doors should be 
completed by Friday, October 27th so winners can be 
announced during the SSP competition on 
Halloween.  Your spooky door needs to include your 
advisory mascot, teacher, or the Spartan logo. 

●​ Yesterday was a huge success with the first day of 
Wrestling Intramurals with over 50 students in 
attendance!! Just a reminder that there is no 
practice today due to Parent Teacher Conferences, 



practice will resume Thursday. See Mr. Vidovic if you 
still need to sign up! 

●​ Sparty says to treat everyone with respect and 
kindness! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “Of all the means to insure happiness 
throughout the whole life, by far the most 
important is the acquisition of friends.” ―Epicurus 

 
Tuesday, October 17 

●​ All students trying out for cheer... You must go to 
the Counseling Google Classroom and fill out the 
Google Form. There is a clinic today from 3:30-4:30 in 
the cafeteria to practice the cheers for tryouts. 
Tryouts are Wednesday. Email Mrs. Quinlan with any 
questions.  

●​ Today is the first day of wrestling intramurals! 
Wrestling will run from 3:20 - 4:10 in the small gym. 
If you have not signed up yet, no worries! Show up 
after school and we will get you added to the 
classroom! See you there! 

●​ Buenos días. Sra. Taylor's students, remember to 
bring colored pencils to Spanish class today. Gracias 

●​ The Improv Club will be meeting on Wednesday, 
October 18th in room 102. The club starts after 
school until 4pm. All are welcome! 

●​ Come paint PRIDE pumpkins with PRISM club this 
Thursday. We will meet in the art room. Sign up on 
the PRISM Google Classroom if you plan to attend.  

●​ Sparty says work with new people! You can learn 
from anyone at anytime! 

●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in Sports 
Day by wearing sports gear! Did you know that Dr. 
Norman participated in wrestling, track and 



football in middle school and in high school he did 
wresting, football and even 1 year of gymnastics! 
Mrs. Inglima played softball through middle school 
and basketball through high school! Mrs. Novotny 
didn’t play any sports in school but her favorite 
sport to play is baseball and her favorite sport to 
watch is football. Help us celebrate both of our 
administration tomorrow by dressing like a 
principal or teacher! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful today. 

●​ Qotd: “Happiness is a choice that requires effort at 
times.” ―Aeschylus 

 
Monday, October 16 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​Cheer season is HERE! If you are trying out for 

cheer, please attend the Google Meet at 3:45 TODAY. 
The link is in the Counseling Google Classroom. 
Email Mrs. Quinlan with questions.  

●​ Come paint PRIDE pumpkins with PRISM club this 
Thursday. We will meet in the art room. Sign up on 
the PRISM Google Classroom if you plan to attend.  

●​ Attention 7th and 8th grade boys basketball teams: 
our first practice is tomorrow morning at 6:30 AM, 
doors will open at 6:20 AM. 

●​ Mrs. Daca's SS classes, please be sure you have 
headphones today. 

●​ (A STUDENT COUNCIL MEMBER SHOULD BE THERE TO READ 
THIS) Principal’s Appreciation week is upon us, and 
starting today, we will be celebrating Dr. Norman, 
Mrs. Inglima, and Mrs. Novotny! Each day this week 



we will give you facts about each of them so you 
can get to know them better. For example, did you 
know that Dr. Norman’s favorite color is navy blue 
or teal and Mrs. Inglima’s and Mrs. Novotny’s 
favorite color is yellow! Thank you to everyone who 
participated in the start of this spirit week and 
helped show our administration appreciation by 
wearing blue and yellow. Tomorrow we will tell 
you more about their athletic careers so please join 
us tomorrow by participating in sports day by 
wearing sports gear! 

●​ Sparty says to follow staff expectations in the 
cafeteria. We all want to be able to relax and 
unwind at lunch, and following expectations allows 
that to happen. 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “I shall take the heart. For brains do not make 
one happy, and happiness is the best thing in the 
world.” ―L. Frank Baum 

Friday, October 13 
●​ If you have not turned in your cross country jersey, 

turn it in to Mr. Gross (counseling office) or Ms. 
Henry (room 106) after the announcements if you 
have it.  Otherwise, it needs to be turned in on 
Monday. 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​ Happy Friday the 13th! To help us get into the 
Halloween spirit please consider participating in 
the student council Halloween door decorating 
contest. The competition starts now and doors need 
to be completed by Friday, October 27th.  The 



winners will be announced during our next SSP 
competition which will be held on Halloween. Doors 
should be decorated by students and need to either 
include your advisory mascot, the Spartan mascot, 
or your advisory teacher in some way. Flyers will be 
in mailboxes today. Please see any student council 
member with questions.  

●​ Next week is Principals Appreciation week. Please 
help student council support Dr. Norman, Mrs. 
Inglima, and Mrs. Novotny with a special spirit week 
on their behalf. On Monday wear their favorite 
colors by wearing blue or yellow. Please see the 
grade level google classroom for spirit days next 
week. 

●​ Sparty says to speak at an appropriate volume in the 
hallway. It’s loud with everyone in the space- no 
need to make it even louder! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ Qotd: “Don’t let fear stop you from achieving what 
you want.” – Elizabeth Colón 

 
Thursday, October 12 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​ PRISM club is painting PRIDE pumpkins next Thursday, 
10/19. Please fill out the form in the PRISM Google 
Classroom. If you need a code to the Google 
Classroom, please email Mrs. Quinlan or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Attention Student Council members, we need some 
volunteers who are willing to help next week with 
morning announcements. If you are interested, 
please fill out the form in the student council 



google classroom. Today is the last day to fill out 
the form. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys that made the first cut: 
the 3rd and final tryout is tomorrow at 3:20 pm, 
please make sure your ride home is at Herrick at 5 
pm. 

●​ Sparty says to be courteous of others- it’s the 
Herrick way! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful around the building today. 

●​ Qotd: "Don't be told something is impossible. There's 
always a way." - Robert Rodriguez 

 
Wednesday, October 11 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​ Just a quick reminder that the PTA Reflections art 
contest deadline is Friday October 27th. Entry forms 
and instructions were recently passed out during 
lunch, but more forms are available in the front 
office if you're interested. Please read all 
instructions carefully, as each art category has 
specific submission requirements. Please turn in 
your entries at the front office on or before 
October 27 - each entry must include the work of 
art that you are submitting and a completed 
student entry form. If your art is in a digital 
format, please submit it on a USB thumb drive in an 
envelope with your entry form. 

●​ If you were on the Herrick Cross Country team and 
did not turn in your jersey, please do so as soon as 
possible!  Put your jersey in the box by Ms. Henry's 
room for girls' jerseys or Mr. Gross' office for boys' 



jerseys. If you were on the cross country team did 
not get a cross country sticker for your locker sign, 
come to Ms. Henry's room 106 today after the 
announcements. 

●​ PRISM club is painting PRIDE pumpkins next Thursday, 
10/19. Please fill out the form in the PRISM Google 
Classroom. If you need a code to the Google 
Classroom, please email Mrs. Quinlan or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students: 
Please bring your headphones to class today. 

●​ Attention Student Council members, we need some 
volunteers who are willing to help next week with 
morning announcements. If you are interested, 
please fill out the form in the student council 
google classroom. The form will only be open today 
and tomorrow so fill it out quickly. 

●​ Sparty says to use appropriate language in all areas 
of the building. We want everyone to feel 
comfortable throughout the building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  

●​ Qotd: "The point is not to pay back kindness but to 
pass it on." - Julia Alvarez 

 
Tuesday, October 10 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​ There will be Ultimate Intramurals today after 
school. Please meet in the small gym for attendance. 

●​ If you were on the Herrick Cross Country team and 
did not turn in your jersey, please do so as soon as 
possible!  Put your jersey in the box by Ms. Henry's 
room for girls' jerseys or Mr. Gross' office for boys' 



jerseys. If you were on the cross country team did 
not get a cross country sticker for your locker sign, 
come to Ms. Henry's room 106 today after the 
announcements. 

●​ PRISM club is painting PRIDE pumpkins next Thursday, 
10/19. Please fill out the form in the PRISM Google 
Classroom. If you need a code to the Google 
Classroom, please email Mrs. Quinlan or Mrs. Hahn. 

●​ Sparty says to raise your hand during class. 
Everyone deserves a chance to speak without 
interruption. 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “I don’t study to know more, but to ignore less.” 
– Juana Inés de la Cruz 

 
Monday, October 9 

●​ Herrick Wrestling Intramurals are about to start! 
First practice will be Tuesday October 17th. See Mr. 
Vidovic in room 100 or send him an email if you are 
interested in joining! 

●​ There will be Ultimate Intramurals tomorrow after 
school. Please meet in the small gym for attendance. 

●​ We are focusing on being respectful for our next 
round of raffles. Be respectful to all throughout 
your day! 

●​ Sparty says to ask your teachers when you don’t 
understand something! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “Your great strength is knowing who you are.” 
– Oscar de la Renta 

 
 
Friday, October 6 



●​ Today is a lunch time raffle drawing! Make sure all 
of your tickets are submitted! 

●​ Sparty says to clean your lunch table and area 
around your table every day. Let’s all work together 
to make Herrick a comfortable, clean building! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged and safe during your day today. 

●​ Qotd: “Action is the antidote to despair.” – Joan Baez 
 
Thursday, October 5 

●​ Attention PRISM club members, please check the 
PRISM Google Classroom for information about our 
Pumpkin Painting Party! If you have questions, see 
Mrs. Hahn in room 209 or Mrs. Quinlan in 
counseling. 

●​ The next Spirit Squad meeting is this Thursday, 
October 5th in Mrs. Hahn’s room. Please join us as 
we finalize our first community service event and 
plan others. Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ The Herrick Cross Country team ended a great 
season yesterday with their conference meet at 
Marquardt. 7th grade girls, 7th grade boys, and 8th 
grade girls all took 1st place. 8th grade boys 
finished 3rd. Great job runners!  Remember to give 
your clean  jersey to Mr. Gross or Ms. Henry by 
Friday. Any girls who earned a ribbon at the meet 
can pick up their ribbon in room 106 after the 
announcements. 

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students, 
please bring a book or homework to work on  after 
the quiz. 

●​ Remember to turn in your raffle tickets for 
tomorrow’s drawing! 

●​ Sparty says to put forth your best effort in every 
class period! 



●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
respectful today. 

●​ Qotd: “You are not lucky to be here. The world needs 
your perspective. They are lucky to have you.” – 
Antonio Tijerino 

 
Wednesday, October 4 

●​ The next Spirit Squad meeting is this Thursday, 
October 5th in Mrs. Hahn’s room. Please join us as 
we finalize our first community service event and 
plan others. Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ Sra. Taylor's students. Remember to bring 
headphones to Spanish class today. 

●​ Attention 7th grade boys trying out for basketball: 
the first tryout will be tomorrow morning @ 6:30, 
doors will open @ 6:20. 

●​ Sparty says to be safe in the hallway! Be sure to 
always walk on the right side of the hall. 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  

●​ Qotd: “Education is what allows you to stand out” – 
Ellen Ochoa 

 
Tuesday, October 3 

●​ Do you enjoy art, music, and dance or have an 
interest in writing, producing films, and taking 
photos? Then join us and have fun unleashing your 
inner artist with PTA Reflections! This is a national 
art program that is approaching its 55th year. You 
can find submission guidelines and an entry form 
at 
https://sites.google.com/view/dupageeastcouncilsite/
home. This year's theme is "I am Hopeful Because...", 
and all entries are due in the front office or by 



email to the Herrick Reflection Chair on or before 
October 27. 

●​ Student council officers and committee chairs will 
have a meeting after school on Tuesday in Mrs. 
Atkins room to discuss our roles and plan upcoming 
student council meetings. The next regularly 
schedule student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 9h after school in Mrs. Atkins room. This 
meeting is open to all members and individuals 
interesting in joining. 

●​ The next Spirit Squad meeting is this Thursday, 
October 5th in Mrs. Hahn’s room. Please join us as 
we finalize our first community service event and 
plan others. Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ Do you like to play games? Do you want to meet new 
people? Unplugged meets on Tuesday after school in 
the library! All are welcome! 

●​ Sparty says to have Spartan PRIDE in all that you do- 
being Purposeful, Respectful, Inclusive, Driven, and 
Engaged will help shape you into a splendid Spartan! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “If you have an opportunity to make things 
better and you don’t, then you are wasting your 
time on Earth.” – Roberto Clemente 

 
Monday, October 2 

●​ Attention PRISM club members, please check the 
PRISM Google Classroom for information about our 
Pumpkin Painting Party! If you have questions, see 
Mrs. Hahn in room 209 or Mrs. Quinlan in 
counseling. 

●​ Student council officers and committee chairs will 
have a meeting after school on Tuesday in Mrs. 
Atkins room to discuss our roles and plan upcoming 



student council meetings. The next regularly 
schedule student council meeting will be Tuesday, 
October 9h after school in Mrs. Atkins room. This 
meeting is open to all members and individuals 
interesting in joining. 

●​ The next Spirit Squad meeting is this Thursday, 
October 5th in Mrs. Hahn’s room. Please join us as 
we finalize our first community service event and 
plan others. Anyone is welcome to join! 

●​ 8th Grade boys basketball tryouts start tomorrow 
morning at 6:30 AM. Try to sign up before then at Mr. 
Cunningham's room, but if you can't, sign up will 
still be available at 6:30 tomorrow morning at the 
start of tryouts. 

●​ Students, we are seeing an increase in hallway 
behaviors that don’t meet expectations. We have 
noticed that some students are not keeping their 
hands to themselves. Even if you are trying to joke 
around with your friends,  you need to do it in a 
way where you aren’t pushing or bumping into each 
other. To help encourage positive hallway behaviors, 
teachers will be looking for students being safe in 
the hallway this week. Those students who meet 
hallway expectations will be given raffle tickets 
that they can put in for the drawing this Friday! 
Let’s be safe in the hallways spartans! 

●​ For Hispanic Heritage Month we recognize Laurie 
Hernandez today. She is of Puerto Rican descent and 
is an American gymnast who competed with the U.S. 
women’s gymnastics team at the 2016 Summer 
Olympics where she won gold in the team event and 
silver on the beam. She has now written a book on 
her experiences of hard work and dedication and is 
a New York Times Best Seller. 



●​ Sparty says to use your time efficiently. You will be 
able to get more done and feel accomplished! 

●​ Be responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “We must use our lives to make the world a 
better place to live, not just to acquire things. That 
is what we are put on the earth for.” – Dolores 
Huerta 

 
Friday, September 29 

●​ Do you enjoy art, music, and dance or have an 
interest in writing, producing films, and taking 
photos? Then join us and have fun unleashing your 
inner artist with PTA Reflections! This is a national 
art program that is approaching its 55th year. You 
can find submission guidelines and an entry form 
at 
https://sites.google.com/view/dupageeastcouncilsite/
home. This year's theme is "I am Hopeful Because...", 
and all entries are due in the front office or by 
email to the Herrick Reflection Chair on or before 
October 27. The pta will be here today during 
lunches if you have any questions! 

●​ Students, we want to remind you that water is the 
only drink allowed outside the cafeteria. If you buy 
a drink other than water during lunch, it should be 
consumed during your lunch period and not 
brought outside the cafeteria. 

●​ A quick shout out from our students to one of our 
hardest working staff members: Custodian Kris is 
always happy and such a hard worker. everyday i see 
her she is so positive and makes my day. 

●​ Sparty says to be organized! This will help you stay 
on task and make you aware of what needs to be 
done each day. 



●​ Take a moment to think about how you can organize 
your day today. 

●​ Qotd: “What matters in life is not what happens to 
you, but what you remember and how you remember 
it.” – Gabriel García Márquez 

 
Thursday, September 28 

●​ Are you interested in community service? Does 
helping pets, elderly, service members, or local 
organizations interest you? Do you want to make a 
difference? If so, please join the Herrick Service 
Squad.  Our first meeting is Thursday from 3:20 -3:55 
in room 209.  At this meeting we will develop a 
schedule for the year and brainstorm ideas for 
projects that will help our school and local 
community.  Anyone is welcome to join!  If you have 
any questions, please see Mrs. Hahn or Mrs. Atkins. 

●​ Did you know playing chess helps you to concentrate 
and improves your logic? It teaches you to play by 
the rules and take responsibility for your actions, 
and problem-solve in an uncertain environment. 
Join us at Chess Club after school today until 4:00, 
in room 108! All are welcome! 

●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in the 
student council color wars competition by wearing 
blue!  It is still a very close race with the top 3 
teams in each grade level only being separated by a 
few points. Currently in the lead for 7th grade is 
Daca, Burgess, and Yambao. In 8th grade the current 
leaders are Hickey, Dvoracek, and Ronaldo/Tartag.  
Teachers please remember to fill out the google 
form with your results this morning so we can 
calculate a winner and have a prize ready for them 
by tomorrows SSP competition. If possible, also 
submit a picture because we would love to see 



everyone representing their Herrick Blue!! 
Tomorrow, wear Purple for DGN’s Homecoming! 

●​ Student council is looking for creative and artistic 
individuals to help make posters for upcoming 
events. Anyone is welcome to join! If you are 
interested, please join us Friday after school in Ms. 
Daca’s room. 

●​ Good luck to our 7th and 8th grade cross country 
teams as they run today in the Franklin Invite! 

●​ Mr. Schmidt's 7th and 8th PERIOD Classes PLEASE 
BRING YOUR HEADPHONES TO CLASS. 

●​ Sparty says to pay attention to directions from 
staff. Everyone working together helps the building 
run smoothly! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can display 
your drive today. 

●​ Qotd: “Happiness is only real when shared.” 
―Christopher McCandless 

 
Wednesday, September 27 

●​ Are you interested in community service? Does 
helping pets, elderly, service members, or local 
organizations interest you? Do you want to make a 
difference? If so, please join the Herrick Service 
Squad.  Our first meeting is Thursday from 3:20 -3:55 
in room 209.  At this meeting we will develop a 
schedule for the year and brainstorm ideas for 
projects that will help our school and local 
community.  Anyone is welcome to join!  If you have 
any questions, please see Mrs. Hahn or Mrs. Atkins. 

●​ Thank you for everyone who wore green today and 
participated in the student council color wars! 7th 
grade is still a super close competition with 
Burgess, Yambao, and Daca, and Swatosh/Ceas 
currently in the lead but MacArtney, Mahay, and 



Remus are very close behind. Our current 8th grade 
leaders are Hickey, Dvoracek, Atkins, and Hickey. If 
you want to see what you can win, look in the 
display case outside of the Spanish room for a hint! 
Winners will be announced during the SSP 
competition on Friday! Tomorrow should be a high 
participation day so wear Blue! 

●​ Student council is looking for creative and artistic 
individuals to help make posters for upcoming 
events. Anyone is welcome to join! If you are 
interested, please join us Friday after school in Ms. 
Daca’s room. 

●​ Sparty says to eliminate distractions. You will stay 
focused and get more done without them! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  

●​ Qotd: “The secret of happiness is not in doing what 
one likes, but in liking what one does.” ―J.M. Barrie 

 
Tuesday, September 26 

●​ Are you interested in community service? Does 
helping pets, elderly, service members, or local 
organizations interest you? Do you want to make a 
difference? If so, please join the Herrick Service 
Squad.  Our first meeting is Thursday from 3:20 -3:55 
in room 209.  At this meeting we will develop a 
schedule for the year and brainstorm ideas for 
projects that will help our school and local 
community.  Anyone is welcome to join!  If you have 
any questions, please see Mrs. Hahn or Mrs. Atkins. 

●​ Thank you to everyone who participated in the Color 
Wars competition and wore Orange or Yellow today!  
Based on just yesterdays results, it is a super close 
competition for the advisory with the most 
participation.  In 7th grade the 3 advisories who are 



currently in the lead are Yambao, Burgess, and Daca 
but 7 other advisories are super close.  In 8th grade 
the advisories in the lead are Atkins, Hickey, and 
Dvoracek!  If you want to know what the top 
advisory in each grade level receives, please look at 
the display case outside of the spanish room for a 
hint.  Winners will be announced at the SSP 
assembly on Friday! Tomorrow, wear Green! 

●​ Attention Mrs. Mahay's social studies students: 
Please bring your colored pencils to class today. 

●​ Our next student council meeting is today after 
school in Mrs. Atkins room (room 105). At the 
meeting we will be discussing officer and 
committee chair responsibilities and will be 
planning events for October. If you are unable to 
attend, please look at the agenda in the student 
council google classroom. 

●​ Today we celebrate author Pat Mora. She is a 
Mexican American Latina author of poetry, 
nonfiction books, and children’s books. Many of her 
writings showcase the Mexico-United States border 
where she was born and spent most of her life. 
Mora founded the Children’s Day, Book Day event in 
1996. It includes a commitment to promote literacy 
and celebrates books that unite the community. It 
has now grown in the US to include all children, 
languages, and cultures. 

●​ Sparty says to stay on task during class. This will 
lessen any homework you may have to do later! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “One must believe in the possibility of 
happiness in order to be happy.” —Leo Tolstoy 

 
Monday, September 25 



●​ Do you enjoy art, music, and dance or have an 
interest in writing, producing films, and taking 
photos? Then join us and have fun unleashing your 
inner artist with PTA Reflections! This is a national 
art program that is approaching its 55th year. You 
can find submission guidelines and an entry form 
at 
https://sites.google.com/view/dupageeastcouncilsite/
home. This year's theme is "I am Hopeful Because...", 
and all entries are due in the front office or by 
email to the Herrick Reflection Chair on or before 
October 27. 

●​ Are you interested in community service? Does 
helping pets, elderly, service members, or local 
organizations interest you? Do you want to make a 
difference? If so, please join the Herrick Service 
Squad.  Our first meeting is Thursday from 3:20 -3:55 
in room 209.  At this meeting we will develop a 
schedule for the year and brainstorm ideas for 
projects that will help our school and local 
community.  Anyone is welcome to join!  If you have 
any questions, please see Mrs. Hahn or Mrs. Atkins. 

●​ Thank you to everyone who wore red today to 
participate in student council's color wars!  
Tomorrow wear orange or yellow to support your 
advisory in this fun competition.  Remember that 
the advisory with the highest percentage of 
participants will win a prize! Teachers please check 
your email for information on how to submit your 
advisory participation results. 

●​ Our next raffle focus is safety. Be sure to make safe 
choices throughout your day! 

●​ Students, we want to remind you that you are not to 
use your phones during the school day. That means 
not during the passing periods, and especially not in 



the bathroom or locker rooms. As we mentioned in 
our expectation talks at the beginning of the year, 
using your phone in a bathroom or locker room can 
have not only school consequences but possible 
consequences from the police as well. If you need to 
contact home, come to the office and we can help 
you do that.  

●​ Sparty says to use your hallway time effectively. 
Plan out if you need to go to your locker or the 
bathroom during the passing period. Having a plan 
will ensure you get everything done! 

●​ Be Responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “Just because you are happy it does not mean 
that the day is perfect but that you have looked 
beyond its imperfections” ―Bob Marley 

 
Friday, September 22 

●​ If you are interested in being a student council 
officer or committee chair this year, please use the 
grade level google classroom to submit an interest 
form.  All interest forms are due by Friday, 
September 22nd! 

●​ Next week is the Student Council's Color Wars!  Each 
day wear as much as the assigned color as possible. 
Every morning your advisory teacher will count 
how many people intentionally wore the color of 
the day and submit those results. By the end of the 
week, the advisory with the greatest percentage of 
participation will win!!! Winners and prizes will be 
announced during next Friday's SSP competition 
assembly. On Monday, wear Red. 

●​ Today is the lunch time raffle drawing! Make sure 
all of your tickets are turned in for a chance to 
win! 



●​ In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month today we 
recognize Jaime Escalante. In 1988 a movie was 
released titled Stand and Deliver. This movie 
celebrated the achievements of teacher Jamie 
Escalante. Through his efforts, 18 underachieving 
Latino high school students in an extremely poor 
east Los Angeles, California school were able to 
beat the odds and pass the Advanced Placement 
Calculus Exam, one of the hardest college credit 
courses to take. In recognition of his incredible 
achievement and devotion to students, he was 
awarded the United States Presidential Medal. 

●​ Sparty says to keep your hands to yourself at all 
times in the building, but especially in the hallways. 
It is crowded during passing periods and we want 
everyone to be safe and comfortable as they 
purposefully move to their next class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged during your day today. 

●​ Qotd: “I, not events, have the power to make me happy 
or unhappy today. I can choose which it shall be. 
Yesterday is dead, tomorrow hasn’t arrived yet. I 
have just one day, today, and I’m going to be happy in 
it.” —Groucho Marx 

 
Thursday, September 21 

●​ If you are interested in being a student council 
officer or committee chair this year, please use the 
grade level google classroom to submit an interest 
form.  All interest forms are due by Friday, 
September 22nd! 

●​ Students, as a reminder, per the Herrick Student 
Handbook, there are not to be locker decorations 
put up on anyone’s locker. If you would like to 
celebrate a friend’s birthday, you can put a sign on 



their locker (the size of a regular sheet of paper). 
We don’t want to put up anything that causes more 
clean-up work for others. 

●​ Remember to turn in your raffle tickets for the 
drawing tomorrow! 

●​ Sparty says to plan ahead. It makes the day go 
smoother when you have a plan! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can display 
your respect today. 

●​ Qotd: “Everyone wants to live on top of the 
mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs 
while you’re climbing it.” ―Andy Rooney 

 
Wednesday, September 20 

●​ Do you like to laugh? Do you like to make others 
laugh? Learn the art behind improvisational 
theater with Mrs. Kapust and Mrs. Barnes Hartigan! 
A club where we can be ourselves and create 
unplanned or unscripted theater. Improv Club 
meets every other Wednesday. Improv Club starts 
today. We will meet in the cafe at 3:20 - 4:00 pm. 

●​ If you are interested in being a student council 
officer or committee chair this year, please use the 
grade level google classroom to submit an interest 
form.  All interest forms are due by Friday, 
September 22nd! 

●​ Join us for PRISM club this Thursday in room 209 
after school. At PRISM club, we aim to provide a safe 
space for all students to connect with one another 
and nurture a culture of inclusivity and awareness 
for the LGBTQ+ community at Herrick. We will have 
various discussions, presentations, and fun 
activities. 

●​ In celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month today we 
recognize Elen Ochoa. Nothing stopped Ellen Ochoa 



from achieving her dreams of becoming an 
astronaut! Dr. Ellen Ochoa, is the first Hispanic 
woman to ever go into space, an inventor, a mother, 
and a mentor for young girls. 

●​ Sparty says to ask questions, it’s the best way to 
learn! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  

●​ Qotd: “There is only one way to happiness and that is 
to cease worrying about things which are beyond 
the power or our will. ” ―Epictetus 

 
Tuesday, September 19 

●​ Do you like to laugh? Do you like to make others 
laugh? Learn the art behind improvisational 
theater with Mrs. Kapust and Mrs. Barnes Hartigan! 
A club where we can be ourselves and create 
unplanned or unscripted theater. Improv Club 
meets every other Wednesday. Improv Club starts 
Wednesday, September 20th. We will meet in the 
cafe at 3:20 - 4:00 pm. 

●​ If you are interested in being a student council 
officer or committee chair this year, please use the 
grade level google classroom to submit an interest 
form.  All interest forms are due by Friday, 
September 22nd! 

●​ Join us for PRISM club this Thursday in room 209 
after school. At PRISM club, we aim to provide a safe 
space for all students to connect with one another 
and nurture a culture of inclusivity and awareness 
for the LGBTQ+ community at Herrick. We will have 
various discussions, presentations, and fun 
activities. 

●​ Recently we have noticed a number of library books 
are being damaged by students who are keeping 



their books in the main section of their binder. The 
binder rings are dangerous and are ripping up many 
of the book covers. Please be kind to our library 
books and keep them in the front pouch next to 
your Chromebook. See Mr. Berger if you have any 
questions. 

●​ Sparty says to try your best in all topics, even those 
you don’t know well. No one became an expert 
without hard work! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “The more you praise and celebrate your life, 
the more there is in life to celebrate.” ―Oprah 
Winfrey 

 
Monday, September 18 

●​ Do you like to laugh? Do you like to make others 
laugh? Learn the art behind improvisational 
theater with Mrs. Kapust and Mrs. Barnes Hartigan! 
A club where we can be ourselves and create 
unplanned or unscripted theater. Improv Club 
meets every other Wednesday. Improv Club starts 
next Wednesday, September 20th. We will meet in 
the cafe at 3:20 - 4:00 pm. 

●​ Ms. Hickey's S.S. classes should bring headphones 
today! 

●​ Sparty says to ask the opinions of others. You never 
know what you can learn from each other! 

●​ Be safe in the lunchroom today. Take a moment to 
think about how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “If only we’d stop trying to be happy, we could 
have a pretty good time.” —Edith Wharton 

 
Friday, September 15 



●​ Do you like to laugh? Do you like to make others 
laugh? Learn the art behind improvisational 
theater with Mrs. Kapust and Mrs. Barnes Hartigan! 
A club where we can be ourselves and create 
unplanned or unscripted theater. Improv Club 
meets every other Wednesday. Improv Club starts 
next Wednesday, September 20th. We will meet in 
the cafe at 3:20 - 4:00 pm. 

●​ There has been a slight change in the student 
council spirit week calendar.  New calendars have 
been posted in Google Classroom.  Our color week 
will NOT be next week but instead will be the week 
of September 25th.  This color week will be an 
advisory competition to see who has the most 
school spirit so start planning your outfits!  Prizes 
will be awarded! 

●​ Today begins National Hispanic Heritage Month is  
celebrated from September 15 to October 15. During 
this month we celebrate the histories, cultures and 
contributions of American citizens whose ancestors 
came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean and Central 
and South America. 

●​ Today we recognize the scientific and 
environmental contributions of Mario Molina. He is 
a Nobel Prize winning scientist who played a huge 
role in the discovery of the Antarctic ozone hole. He 
discovered that Freon causes holes in our ozone 
layers. Due to his scientific work, we now have 
environmental laws to protect our ozone layer and 
in turn protect our planet. In 2013 he was awarded 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

●​ Sparty says to accept everyone for who they are.  
●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 

Respectful during your day today. 



●​ Qotd: “Happiness is not a possession to be prized, it is 
a quality of thought, a state of mind.” ―Daphne du 
Maurier 

 
Thursday, September 14 

●​ Do you like to laugh? Do you like to make others 
laugh? Learn the art behind improvisational 
theater with Mrs. Kapust and Mrs. Barnes Hartigan! 
A club where we can be ourselves and create 
unplanned or unscripted theater. Improv Club 
meets every other Wednesday. Improv Club starts 
next Wednesday, September 20th. We will meet in 
the cafe at 3:20 - 4:00 pm. 

●​ Reminder to Ms. Geist's 7th grade students to bring 
headphones to class today 

●​ Sparty says to ask new people to work and sit with 
you. We are all potential friends! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
Responsible for your learning today. 

●​ Qotd: “Whoever is happy will make others happy.” 
―Anne Frank 

 
Wednesday, September 13 

●​ Sra. Taylor's students: bring blank notecards to 
Spanish class today, if you have them. 

●​ Students, as a reminder, only students with a 
medical or mobility need may take the elevator. 
Please do not ride it unless you need to so it is 
available for students who require it. 

●​ Sparty says to treat everyone with dignity and 
respect. It makes for a more welcoming school for 
everyone! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  



●​ Qotd: “Happiness is not the absence of problems, it’s 
the ability to deal with them.” ―Steve Maraboli 

 
Tuesday, September 12 

●​ Student council is a club that focuses on supporting 
our students and planning events to make the year 
fun. Student council plans spirit days, makes locker 
signs, helps celebrate our athletes, and plans 
events such as Spartan change challenge, door 
decorating competitions, spirit day competitions, and 
much more!  Our first meeting of the year is next 
Tuesday from 3:20-4:00 in Mrs. Atkins room (room 
105). At this meeting we will outline our goals for 
the year and will talk about the officer and 
committee chair selection process. If you are 
interested in joining student council, please attend 
the meeting next Tuesday. If you are interested in 
joining this year but are unable to attend Tuesdays 
meeting, please join see the grade level Google 
classrooms for more information or email Mrs. 
Atkins or Mrs. Daca. 

●​ Ms. Geist's 7th Grade Social Studies students need to 
bring headphones to class today! 

●​ Sparty says to treat your school supplies with 
respect- we need them to last all year! 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “It’s been my experience that you can nearly 
always enjoy things if you make up your mind firmly 
that you will.” —L.M. Montgomery 

 
Monday, September 11 

●​ September 11 is Patriot Day.  On this day, President 
Biden requests that the American flag be flown at 
half-staff and that we observe a moment of silence. 



Patriot Day is a day we remember the events of 
September 11, 2001 and we honor and celebrate the 
courageous service of our firefighters, police 
officers, paramedics and military.  On this day in our 
nation’s history, in the face of tragedy, we saw 
courage: firefighters, police officers, and 
paramedics rushed to help. We saw selflessness: 
strangers helped strangers. We saw love: people 
from around the world sent cards, supplies, and 
comfort. In honor, respect and remembrance of this 
important event in our nation’s history, we will 
now observe a moment of silence. 

●​ [brief moment of silence] 
●​ Today is an opportunity to turn something negative 

into a positive activity by honoring the good work 
of others and by doing good works ourselves. Today, 
look for opportunities to be courageous, selfless, 
and loving, and if possible, say thank you to those 
who work so hard to keep us well and safe. 

●​ Student council is a club that focuses on supporting 
our students and planning events to make the year 
fun. Student council plans spirit days, makes locker 
signs, helps celebrate our athletes, and plans 
events such as Spartan change challenge, door 
decorating competitions, spirit day competitions, and 
much more!  Our first meeting of the year is next 
Tuesday from 3:20-4:00 in Mrs. Atkins room (room 
105). At this meeting we will outline our goals for 
the year and will talk about the officer and 
committee chair selection process. If you are 
interested in joining student council, please attend 
the meeting next Tuesday. If you are interested in 
joining this year but are unable to attend Tuesdays 
meeting, please join see the grade level Google 



classrooms for more information or email Mrs. 
Atkins or Mrs. Daca. 

●​ Sra. Taylor's Spanish students: Remember to bring 
headphones and workbooks to class today. Gracias 

●​ Ms. Hickey's Social Studies classes: please remember 
to bring your headphones to class today! 

●​ We are focusing on being responsible for the next 
few weeks. Be sure to act responsibly throughout 
your day! 

●​ Sparty says to never leave your belongings 
unattended in the hallway! Keep your stuff safe in 
your locker! 

●​ Be Responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “Now and then it’s good to pause in our pursuit 
of happiness and just be happy.” ―Guillaume 
Apollinaire 

 
Friday, September 8 

●​ Thank you to everyone who wore football gear 
today! Monday is Patriots Day. Please help student 
council honor this important day by wearing Red, 
White, and/or Blue. 

●​ Student council is a club that focuses on supporting 
our students and planning events to make the year 
fun. Student council plans spirit days, makes locker 
signs, helps celebrate our athletes, and plans 
events such as Spartan change challenge, door 
decorating competitions, spirit day competitions, and 
much more!  Our first meeting of the year is next 
Tuesday from 3:20-4:00 in Mrs. Atkins room (room 
105). At this meeting we will outline our goals for 
the year and will talk about the officer and 
committee chair selection process. If you are 
interested in joining student council, please attend 



the meeting next Tuesday. If you are interested in 
joining this year but are unable to attend Tuesdays 
meeting, please join see the grade level Google 
classrooms for more information or email Mrs. 
Atkins or Mrs. Daca. 

●​ Sra. Taylor's Spanish students: Remember to bring 
headphones and workbooks to class today. Gracias 

●​ The first raffle drawing of the year is today! Make 
sure all of your tickets are turned in for a chance 
to win! 

●​ Congratulations to both the 7th and 8th grade girls 
volleyball teams for wins against O'Neill. 

●​ Sparty says to have all of your class materials 
ready to go. Being prepared helps you achieve more 
in class! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
engaged during your day today. 

●​ Qotd: “Since you get more joy out of giving joy to 
others, you should put a good deal of thought into 
the happiness that you are able to give.” —Eleanor 
Roosevelt 

 
Thursday, September 7 

●​ Help student council celebrate the start of the NFL 
season by wearing the football gear of your 
favorite team! 

●​ Any Herrick Girls Cross Country team members who 
have to turn in their Student Athlete Agreement 
and get their cross country jersey, see Ms. Henry in 
room 106 after the announcements. 

●​ Congratulations to both the 7th and 8th grade girls 
volleyball teams for winning their season openers 
last night against Marquardt. Both teams will look 
to continue their strong start as they face O'Neill 



at home today. Lets pack the gym and show that 
spartan pride. 

●​ Today we have our first home girls volleyball 
games. The doors will open at 4 for all spectators. 
Students, please know that you will not be able to 
go to your lockers during or after the games. You 
need to bring home all materials with you at the 
end of the school day. 

●​ Remember to turn in your raffle tickets at lunch 
for a chance to win! 

●​ Sparty says to put forth your best effort on every 
assignment. Each one will help you get better! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be safe 
in class today. 

●​ Qotd: “Let no one ever come to you without leaving 
better and happier.” —Mother Teresa 

 
Wednesday, September 6 

●​ Mrs. Daca's Social Studies classes need to bring lined 
notebook paper to class today.  Please stop by your 
locker to grab some if you don't have any in your 
binder. 

●​ Students, you have until Friday to get your raffle 
tickets in for the next drawing! 

●​ Sparty says to charge your Chromebook each night 
so you are prepared for school the next day! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
inclusive today.  

●​ Qotd: “Happiness is a warm puppy.” ―Charles M. 
Schulz 

 
Tuesday, September 5 

●​ Students in Sra. Taylor's class, remember to bring 
colored pencils today. 



●​ Cross Country practice today after school has been 
cancelled due to the heat.  If you need to turn in 
your Student Athlete Agreement, put it in the tray 
outside Ms. Henry's room after the announcements. 

●​ Students, we are loving the number of shout-outs 
coming our way! We have received over 120 
shout-outs so far. As we can only read 2-3 per day, 
we will get to everyone’s, it just might take some 
time. Keep on submitting them! 

●​ Sparty says to say “Please” and “Thank you” to 
cafeteria staff during lunch. 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “The most important thing is to enjoy your 
life—to be happy—it’s all that matters.” ―Audrey 
Hepburn 

 
Friday, September 1 

●​ On Tuesday, September 5 we will have our first 
spirit day of the year! We will be celebrating 
Beach/Hawaiian Day, embracing the heat that will be 
here next week. Show off your beachy threads on 
Tuesday! 

●​ Students, we love that everyone is recognizing the 
one minute bell and its significance during passing 
periods. Just as a reminder, there is no one minute 
bell between 4A and 4B or between 5A and 5B. As 
there are full-period classes during those passing 
periods, we did not want to add another bell 
interrupting the learning. So you will need to be 
more aware moving between those half periods. 
Let’s keep it up with getting to our classes on time - 
we are doing a great job so far! 

●​ Sparty says to remember about personal space. Don’t 
crowd others in the hallway or other spaces. 



●​ Be Responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ Qotd: “Happiness is when what you think, what you 
say, and what you do are in harmony.” —Mahatma 
Gandhi 

 
Thursday, August 31 

●​ ¡Buenos días!   Sra. Taylor's students, bring your 
audífonos/headphones to Spanish class today. 

●​ Attention all Herrick Cross Country team 
members...if you have a signed Student Athlete 
Agreement to turn in today, please drop it off to the 
box outside Ms. Henry's room 106 after the 
announcements or at some point before practice 
today.  Thanks! 

●​ Sparty says to use appropriate volume when 
speaking in the hallway. 

●​ Be safe during passing periods. Take a moment to 
think about how you can do that.  

●​ Qotd: “We all get report cards in many different 
ways, but the real excitement of what you’re doing 
is in the doing of it. It’s not what you’re gonna get 
in the end—it’s not the final curtain—it’s really in 
the doing it, and loving what you’re doing.” —Ralph 
Lauren 

 
Wednesday, August 30 

●​ If you are joining the Herrick Cross Country team 
and have your signed Student Athlete Agreement 
with you at school today, bring it to Ms. Henry's 
room after the announcements.  She is in room 106.  
If you do not have it today, you can bring it to 
school tomorrow. 



●​ We are focusing on being respectful for our first 
raffle draw of the year. Make sure to be respectful 
to everyone throughout your day! 

●​ Sparty says to use appropriate language throughout 
the building. 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can be 
responsible today. 

●​ Qotd: “Happiness is not a station you arrive at, but a 
manner of traveling.” —Margaret Lee Runbeck 

 
Tuesday, August 29 

●​ Students, you are all now enrolled in a google 
classroom for your grade level. You will receive 
information on school events, spirit days, and other 
competitions throughout the year. It is also where 
you can find the hallway pass form that you fill out 
when you are leaving a class. There is also a 
“shout-out” form posted on there so you can give a 
positive shout-out to another student or a staff 
member that will be read during the afternoon 
announcements. If you are not enrolled in a 
grade-level google classroom, please contact Mrs. 
Inglima. 

●​ Sparty says to be courteous to everyone you 
encounter during your day. It doesn’t take any extra 
energy to be polite! 

●​ Take a moment to think about how you can Include 
others in your work today.  

●​ Qotd: “Most people are about as happy as they make 
up their minds to be.” —Abraham Lincoln 

 
Monday, August 28 

●​ Mrs. Lukes' 1st, 2nd and 3rd period art classes will 
meet in the band room today, for a presentation by 



the counselors.  Do not go to her room first.  Go 
directly to the band room, on the lower level. 

●​ Sparty says to keep it moving in the hallway- don’t 
stop in the middle. If you do need to stop, do it off to 
the side. 

●​ Today is a good day to be respectful. Take a moment 
to think about how you can do that. 

●​ Qotd: “I’d far rather be happy right any day.” -Douglas 
Adams 

 
Friday, August 25 

●​ Attention 7th grade girls... Girls volleyball tryouts 
begin Monday morning. Please see Mr. Siemek in Rm 
103 today to sign up for tryouts. 

●​ Every day we will announce a reminder from our 
pal Sparty. He gives excellent advice for navigating 
Herrick and making the most out of your time here! 
For today, Sparty says to always walk on the right 
side of the hallway! 

●​ Be Responsible today. Take a moment to think about 
how you can make that happen. 

●​ QOTD: “Very little is needed to make a happy life; it is 
all within yourself, in your way of thinking.” 
—Marcus Aurelius Antoninus 

 
 
 


